First to re.spond to the need : A

of Civil War wounded, creator of
\\lﬁe diet-kitchen for army hospitals, S -

and founder of soldiers’ orphans™ homes was
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chort of Mrs. Wittenm er, ‘to the Sol-
diers’ Aid Sccietics of Iowa Ladlcs.

: Ila\mw been delen'xtcd by the Keokuk
| Aid Society to visit the hospitals of the
West, for the purpose of ascertaining
their arrangements, and the wants of the
sick and wounided among our volunteers,
I am 1nst1u(ted to lay before you a brief
report of their condmon and to  furnish
you with a list of articles needed to pro-
mote the comfort and secure -the -conva-
lesence of the sick soldiers, from our State,
who are now in hospn;al .

’ . That there has been great dlstress among
our troops on accouut of sickness, and
that a lack of hospital stores and comforts
las aggravated their sufferings, I may not

conceal,
That there should be a lack of such

hospital furniture and stores as the Gov-
ernment proposes to supply, may bea
matter of surprise to some, but when we
tuke into consideration that the Govern-
ment, at the commencement of this war,
was almest in a state of diserganization,
end that within the compass of a few
monthg, -a vast military campaien has been
set on foot, involving millions of dg]lal‘s,
and the health and comfort” of hundreds
of thousands of men, and that the Gov-
ernmsent has had to contend with an in-

contraclors, there i littie cause to wouder
that her supplics are not more bountiful.
" Butsome of our soldiers have still more
serious difficulties to contend witll —their
surgeons havg not wiade the necessary re-
quisitions, are lacking in moial clharacter,
addicted to intemperate habits, or ure over-
i beuring to ‘their nien and exhibit but lit-
tIc contern -for their health, coml‘mt, or

: c]cdnlmo“ .
We nay not he able to rcmcdy all of

:the evils connected with the hospital ar-
o .
rangements of our brave Jowa volunteers;

but we have done, and are still doing a |

aveat deal to amcliorate their condition,
and we hope that very soon, aided by the
socicties throughout the State who are co-
operating with us, we Will be able to ren-
der their condition very comfortable.,

I am requested by our soldiers to cx-
press to you, ladies; their deep and heart-
felt gratitude for the substantial testimony
you have given thewm, in the wiy of com-
forts and delicaeles, of your interest in
their wolfare and your high appreciation
of their aervices; and T have been assured
that the conseiousness that hundreds of

jured credit and lordes of dishonest army |

 frequeritly in the field,

ladies in their own State were thinking of
them, and laboring for thei cowmfort, has
cheered many a sick soldier, through dark
honrs of pain, suffering and neuh,ct
The ladies of our State have done no-
bly—Tet us eontinue our efforts—much
still is to be done. .

We hope to be able-to pl‘lce ‘in each
Regiment, at least two oood and efficient
female nurses, who will ]abor for the com-

:%rt of our sick, and have charge and take

care of our hospital stores. We are fully,
convinced of the 1mportfmee of this meas.

uré-and liave secured: the services of some
of our best ladies for this work. - Some
of them are alréady in thé" field, others
will soon follow.. Most of the nurses
heretofore have been taken from the ranks.
and are distressingly awkward and rough
in their approaches to the men, and know
little or nothing about taking care of the
sick. A wowun of 1ntellnrence and char-

facter could do more to inspire confidence

and render the sick comfortable than a
half dazen such men, for women are pe-
culiarly adapted to the kind and delicate
offices of a sick room.

Women, weak aud dependent as they
are, arc the most cflicient agents for doinp
good, cither as nurses or among
our hospitals:.  They are reccived with a
degree of confidence and cordiality that
no man. however great his military or
medical revutation, can command, and
with womanly A:erts and womanly fuct,
they can lay hold of mllucnces that men
cannot reach.

Several instances of this kind  have re-
cently transpircd under the supervision of
our society, demonstrating this- fact be-
yond centroversy, and proving to us the
importanee of having female delegates'
And the iniport-
ance of such a measure is still more appa-
rent when we réflect that, the medical
and nursing departments of our army. are

visitors

While we can but speak In terms of
praise of the Sanitary Comimission, as re-
gards the St. Louis hospitals, the ilnprac-
ticability of their plans will appear, when
we take into consideration the fact that,
most of our troops are at remote distan-
ces from that post, and any attempt to
transport very sick men to that point
would be hazardous to human life—if not
bvery sick, it would be a ncedless expense
and trouble. Besides, our sick soldiers
arc decidedly opposed to being separated
from their regiments and companions,
(who are ready to stand by them to the
death))and placed in a promiscuous cxowd
of strangers in a General Hospital.
"“The consequence is, that while large
sums of money are being expended in St.
Louis for hospital purposes, the regiment
hospitals-are grossly negieeted, and our
siek are left to choose between staying
with their regiments, and suffering.the
privations and-dangers consequent upon a
lack of suitable hospital stores andaurses,
and“8f going to St. Louls at the hazard of
their lives. They wmostly choose to stay
with the regimetits and suffer; and the
depths of anguish and dispair which have
wrung with agony many a ncble spirit,
God alone can fithom.

Many of our Surggons are noble men,
‘who will do their duty in the camp or in
the field, and ave doing all they can for
the comfort of their men; but there are
others who will best secure t\.c interest of
themselves and their men by resigning
their positions tmmediately.

It is painful for me to speak of these
things and I-doit only from a sense of du-
ty, ani for the purpose of showing how
many difficultics our sick soldiers have to

boring for the 1egiment hospitals.

As far as my observation extended our
troops are well clothed and well fed, and
but’ for thic disabilities under which they

er &epqrtment

“Another very serious dlﬂxculty let our
sick soldiers have to coutend: with, and
one which they feel us bitterly as an:
other is, the impracticable plans .of the
‘Sanitary. Commission. -St. Louis has been
mnade by them the great rendezvous of the
sick of the Westérn division of the army,
and it is their Plan to draw awny the sick
from their —leglments for a dlstancc of
from 100 to 209 miles, and conventrats
them at that place.” Very cxtensive pre-
parations have been made there for their
accommodation, and, already, there arc
nearly three thousand sick- soldiers in St.

Louis.

franght with g.ten-/fold inferest, as regards
the saving of valuable life, above any oth~

labor with rcgard to hospital sui)plies,*
b &e., &e., the comfort of the -men would
be tolerably well secured. But the mias-
matic districts in which some of our regi-

ments bave been quartered, has been very |

“fatal to their health,

This is especinlly true of the: Iowa 24,
3d and Tth. .

The Second, which has suffered more
severely on account of sicaness than any
other, has been brought up from Bird’s
Point to St. Louis to recruit, and the
health of the regiment is improving slow-
ly. There ave ut this time about 200 out
on furlough, 300 to be preseribed for daily,
in‘eamp, and 80 iu the General Hospital.
Some of the sickest of the men were left

contend with, and the importance of la- A

balind, in Cuiro,’
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“ken to where they arc most needed, and

The Third, which bas been in Quiney
for the last six weeks recruiting, has been
ordered to St. Louis and is now consxdu-
ed fit for duty.

The Seventh Regiment had two hun-
dred on their sick- hst before the battle of
Belmont ; as they suffered severely in that
conflict their number has been greatly in-
creased. ‘

The heglth of our other regiments is
comparatively zood—being more recently
called into the field and at a more favor-
able season of the year, they are not like-
ly to suffer so severely.

The fiticles needed for hospital use
are—

Bed-shirts 'md drawers, made of Can-
ton fannel, bed-sacks, pillow-sacks- and
cases, size for eot, sheets and cowfortables,
size for eots, yarn socks, slippers, or cloth
shoes, towels, lint bandages, and old liuen
or cotton clothes, wines, jellies, dried or
canred fruits, farina, corn starch, &e.

Any one, or all of these articles will be
most acceptable, and if forwarded here,
will be taken immediately on to where
they are most needed. We are iu corres-
pondenee with the various regiments and
hospitals ,and we will frequently visit our
hospitals and we pledge ourselves that,
whatever stores are sent to us will he ta-

used for the comfort of our sick soldiers.

We make no appeal to your patriotism
o generosity, for we are persuaded that
you will heartily co-operate with us in
vur effurt to make them comfortable.

-Banded together as we are for a high
and noble purpose, Iet us, true to our
country and humanity, and trusting in
God, go forward in the prosecution of the
work before us with zeal and courage, and
may civil'and religious liberty crown our
efforts. -

Dablished by order of the Keokuk La-
dies Aid Society.

ANNIE WITTENMYER,

Corresponding Secretary {
Keokuk, Nov 14th, 1861. !
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BTHE . EVIL WAR

nine day:

At first the . ladies.  expressed
their - patriotism . with' flags which
were : presented  to ‘the ‘companies| 3
on.-the  eve: of. ‘theirideparture or
while intraining camp. -Aniemeérs
geney, however,. soon . tested ' the

had no uhiforms: fér campaign s
vice, None coild be obtained fro:

the - United = States = governmen soc
Finally;: Governor: Kirkwood sem‘_§
a''man’ to Chicago t6 buy iclothi

Al he.could gt was “somie very
poor,ithin; sleazy: gray -satinett;
half:eotton’ and: halfi:wool; only

fit for ‘summer, wean”

Loyal women in the hor

of lecal tailors they went fo Wor}t e
At Dubuque nearly 250 cut and
tasted, triviped and stitched fori
There was much pi
(=) the strang&shap d D
pistes that went into the m&ns :
clothing.
Amid smiles and frovms and th
of feminle volces the garmem
‘faghioned with






