CHAPTER XXV.

gew STATES OF THE NORTH-WEST — SENATORS CASS AND FITZGERALD. OF MIOMI

" @AY, ALUEN, OF OHIO, AND HANNEGAN, OF INDIANA — HON. MR RYAN 0;
(AINOIS — HUGH O NEIL, OF INDIANA — THE DOWLINGS — LIEUTENANT-GOVER~
OR BYRNE, OF WISCONSIN — IRISH PIONEERS IN Im\rﬂ.——nm*x.l-:u;nﬂ;qs

Tas ::ti:x: ft':lf'n*s carved out of the north-western Tndian
tervitories since the beginning of this century, have been
the favorite goals of all recent emigration. The facilities
of transit offered by the canals and railroads leading
from the old Atlantic States westward, and the adapta-
ity of the west for agriculture, attracted and made
easy the progress of the Celtic multitude. If, in our
own age, this young nation has been able to export its
superfluous breadstuffs to the other side of the Atlantie,
one of the chief causes i1s to be found in the constant
supply of cheap Irish labor, which, for fifty years, has been
poured along all the avenues of the west. If, moreover,
Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and lowa,
have done much to increase the wealth and glory of the
Union, a large share of the historical honor is due to Irish
fugitives from British oppression, and their more fortunate
sons, born as freemen.

A glance at the growth of the general population, since
the reclamation of the North-west, will enable us to
estimate, in one way, its importance to the Unlon. In
1800, the ¢ Union’’ counted 5,30?,625 souls; in 1810,
7,230.814; in 1820, 9,654,696; in 1830, 12,868,020
in 1840, 17,069,453 ; in 1850, about 23,250,000.  Not
only has the increase been mainly In the _North-west, but

that fertile region has fed and

duce of
the abundant pro states. TFor every emigrant

distended even the older st |
who goes up the lakes in Spring, ai inorwaso of produce,

or its price, comes down in harvest. The army of labor

makes an annual campaign, and gives a good account of
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g oagement with the wildepy.

its?]{ ?’ﬂ eLf"ranE;bnr};gbarrenness. The host thfxS
o standard at Bunker’s Hill, and took the By
e bLdnil;- ﬂYori*town, is scarcely more entitleq ¢y,
d‘*}“i“,“ of likb eration, than this emigrant multityq
ﬂfe gllngith the implements of labor, smite the fo
’i.ilizlniorniﬂg until the evening, and plant, in ad
the ages to come, the starry banner of the natio
the frontier skies. )

Who constitute this host ? In every case it haq
nearly half Irish. Until 1819, there was, pnfaurtunately,
no customs record of emigrant &rr_ufal_s; until the Atlantj,
States, within ten years back, appointed local Commyis.
sioners of Kmigration, we had no exact returns of the
classes and origin of those who did arrive. Byt the
names of men and places, the number of Catholjc churcheg
erected 1n, and the Irish feelings represented by, the
public men of the west, enable us to estimate the share
of that people in the population of the six new states of
that quarter.®

In the United States Senate, Michigan has been repre-
sented by Generals Cass and Fitzgerald, both of Ie*ish ;
origin ;- Ohio was long represented by Mr. Allen, stillin
the vigor of his public life, — a man of real ability, and

not only by blood, but by sympathy, allied to the father-
land of Burke ang O’Connell.  Indiana has sent to the
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'1 L ]
<ombly Kdward A, 1T, an_ g : rib
o A5 mbly A Hannegan, some time Minigtey

T Ht"']i":“‘mll Ulinois is now ropresented by James
N . 1dg.  The popular branch of (

ohi | 1ol ongress has also hoen
argely recruited by men, of ll‘l‘Hh parentage or birth, from
Ly osame region. In the thirty-second Congress thore
coro forty such ropresontatives.

\ Of the Hi?ﬂﬁ-‘f‘-”-“‘}“‘: LIlinoig has heen diHI.il‘lg.:;uiHhm_l for

(he aumber of * LS h'”“]} public servants. Not only in the

aational mmmlr:: but in the not less important duties of

aeanizing the l|llI:l.lll‘l"H and ostablishing the eredit of
f[linois, somMe u! our emigrants have performed important
crvices to thewr adopted state. Of these, one, for his
mdustry and abilities, deserves particular mention. In

1842, the late Mr. Ryan, then a Very young man, was

dlected to the State Senate, for the district including

La Salle, Grundy, and Kendall counties. The services

he rendered are related by an Tllinois journal : —
| “The election of Mr. Ryan, at this time, as subsequent
-~ events have shown, was a fortunate one for our state. At

that dark period of her history the state was bankrupt in
means and credit. Involved in debt to the amount of
about sixteen millions of dollars, there was no hope that
she could ever pay any part of that sum unless further
means could be obtained to bring the canal, the most
wailable part of her property, into use.

“Mr. Ryan, then, although but twenty-five years of
¢, was probably as well informed, in regard to the
Present and prospective resources of the state, as any
man in it.  Conceiving that it was necessary to complete
the canal in order to save the state, and that the money
f?l‘ its completion must be obtained fro.m eastern or for-
‘Ign capitalists, he justly deemed that it was necessary,
I advance of any legislation, to convince those parties

- that & further advance of money to the state of Illinois

|
the

- e T

- Was a proper, a prudent measure, on their part. With

is view, he, immediately after his election, in August,

134; ligacezd;d to New York, and so well did he suc-

Ceed in effecting his object, that, aided by the advice and

assistance of Mr. Arthur Bronson, now deceased, Mr.
.
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Justin Butterfiold, now Commissionor of ””.} Gon,
Oflioe, und othors, ho ””"'*”r”'l‘ u,'-” plan of |
ol 18443, for l'n.i:iill}-‘:,' Lho sum of HM'JE‘HH lll.HHl
dollpes for complebing the nu.n:il. }.n hig Wiinoq
Lho Sonabe, in Docembor, 'H/':J: he “l'al'fﬂluriml the,
whioh was, during thal session, P d
Strango a8 16 may now Heom, U'H: I.:ilil .
aasntlod, and 1t r'mlllil'tﬂl IL”_ tho mlnl'nm.l,mn, s
zoal of My, Ryan to socure iy [HlH.'-’;H,;:;r;,
““Upon its bocoming a law, Mr. Ryan
thus instramental in devising the plan up

roy ur'

» Who hga

; hf:l:n
on which i

' ing il thus far into o Yoy
founded, and in carrying it thus far into oXecution, Wig
deomed, by common consent, the most Prop

: T person ¢,
procure the loan proposed to be raised by the law

Accordingly he was appointed to thig honorahe ang
L] ] 1 w
responsible agency, by the late GCrovernor Ford, in

the
spring of 1848, with Mr. Charles ( Jakley, who was ap-
pointed his colleague, 1

le proceeded ilmm:r]iute]y to
Iingland, where, after overcoming many serions n};stu{:les,
they were at length successful in effecting the loan of
$l,(3()(),0()(l, which secured the com pletion of the canal,

“The mass of information with which Mr. Ryan had
stored his mind, in relation to th

together with his powers of argument, contributed largely
to their success, ~ Aftor having secured the attention of
the foreign capitalists to his facts and argnments, he was

: them a written statement of the facts
which h&.d been the subject of their discussion, and was

- Oakley could verify those

parties might send to Tlli-
amount, aske( fop should he f;

_ . urnished.
o eompliance with thig arrangement, (fovernor John

3 Cap ta'it.l S,Wift: one of the present
patient inyegy: - eame to Illinojg, 4

nd, after six weeks
Bubstantia.lly, gation, foung themse]

all t . “UIVeS able to endorse
by Mr. Ryan anq lI\I/{e»: FoPresentation

that had heen made
““ Soon afterwarqg Dalley.

Mr, Ryan, having th:mm dethe lutter parf, op .thé year 1845,

for three years o
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vico of the state, w'{th a zeal and vigor that could
the sﬂe surpassed, and a judgment and discretion that

; q0b ted in. complete success, felt that some attention tq

[ o8 pusiness was necessary.
pis 0% osed mineral riches of the sh

«« The Suppose es of the shores of Lake

orior at that time 'a’gtmcted much attention ; Mr. Ryan

Jevoted himself to mining, am;i was engaged in that pur-

4t in Pennﬂ}flmmal, at the time of his death.

5 « e had just succeeded in his pursuits to such an
xtent as to be al.)le to turn his eyes towards the prairies
of his oWl beautiful state, with the hope of soon again
naking them his home, when the inexorable fate which

waits us all interposed her fiat, and terminated his
career.

« Thus has Illinois lost, in the prime and vigor of his
manhood, one of her most gifted and devoted sons, —rich
in every endowment that gives value and dignity to

" humanity. In intellect, among the first; in goodness of

heart, surpassed by none. Klegant and accomplished in

his manners, wherever he has been, and in whatever
position he has been placed, he has always commanded
the respect and admiration of those who knew him.
fj There was a charm in his manners that seemed to possess

- amysterious influence over all who approached him. DBut

- by those to whom he was best known was he the best
beloved. Those only who knew him well could know the
full worth of his character.”

In Indiana, the families of Gorman, or O’Gorman, the
Browns, — two of whose cadets are now in Congress, —
were among the pioneers. The family of O’Nelils, origin-
ally settled in Carolina, and still represented there by the
Hon. John Belton O’Neil, a jurist and scholar of high
attainments, early branched off into Indiana. Hugh

O’Neil, of this stock, was educated in the University of

that State, at Bloomington, and studied law at Indian-

apolis. He ‘is now (1852), in his fortieth year, United

States District Attorney for Indiana.
Tle:)mal.s I:Elllcld John gowling, of the same state, have

long been known, in its Jocal politics, as editors and

Sup
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Thomas is now one of the three ;e

3 ‘ » 1 ‘ Jg%
iié;lsslgi}émdebt; John hoh]s* an 1mportant offie, in t;‘;i
Dep‘u';ﬁient for Indian Affairs, at Washington, i, Which

bureau he was precedefl by hf countr}rman! J dlneg
Shields, now general and SOI]&‘ZOI'. | !

Wisconsin, admitted 1n 1848, has, at this present wypjg
ine, a numerous and influential Irish .populatmn.. Many
of 1bsrnow SRR almost exclusively occupie, angd
governed by that class of citizens. The town of Bentgy,
is of this number, being founded, in 1844, by My, Dennjq
Murphy, a native of Wexford, who afterwards representeg
the county in the State Senate. In Milwaukie, the Irish
citizens are very numerous, and several ‘f’f them, ag Dr.
James Johnson, are large proprietors of city property.

One of the most honorable reputations made ip Wis-
consin, is that of the Hon. Timothy Byrne, a native of
Dublin, born in 1819. His parents settled in New York,
in 1820, from which Mr. Byrne removed, in 1836, to
Wisconsin Territory. From 1846 to 184 J, he was g
member of the Legislature ; in 1849 and 1859, he was one
of the commissioners for the improvement of the Fox and
Wisconsin rivers; and in 1851 , though his party was
defeated, he was elected lieutenant-governor by a ma-
jority of five thousand. Thus, at the age of thirty-three
years, he fills the second office of his adopted state, with-
out any of the factitious aids of party support.

lowa, the most recent of the states (except California),
excels them all in her Trish predilections. In 1851, she
gave the names of Mathew, O’Brien, Mitchel, and Em-
mett, to four of her newly surveyed counties. Ter State
Legislature hf:_];s always had Irish members, and her Irish
Cltizens exercige a, cqntrolling influence. :The venerable

J udge Corkery (a native of

;’mer to our inquiries,
proudly boast of theii Eé:w_i of the olq residents, P ants of Irishmen. I

_ T ffthg of did not
formed by a convents on, in whiog, f e The first ?ﬂnstltutinn of thleurgtﬂ-te was

e ‘gldml 35
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. ;115!1‘1”““”{”1 i producing this gratifying state of
i [ RLE ‘ :
o+ pespeet for a fallen race — to straichten the
+ the stranger, and prepare a favorable public
to receive him—to watch over the growing pas-
tfallﬁ of & _\.'Ullil?,' 1:4{”-1“ — 10 i“l.'l‘l'-il WiHl‘]y less i‘-}i[il‘l'il‘:llﬂl‘!d
W ants who follow —to found churches, towns and
tions — these are the great opportunities of early
ottlors. .\*m*_d m*_:l‘xhl that, _i,“ effect all or any of these
,:.m]g-: ﬂl‘ .\Hll"l‘ll‘:l]l lll(", g‘l‘i‘:l.{i .]lEllg‘lnunl:j ﬁ'ﬂ‘ht.‘fill‘:i.]u:ﬂ, ELlll'l
ergy ATe 1'1‘1111'11‘0{{. No ‘¢ dree-and-easy” philosophy
vill serve 1n this undertaking ; no living from hand to
qouth; no pot-house celebrity, will suffice. For a thou-
and years — until the population of the South Seas —
there will not be such opportunities in the world again as
ae now open to the Irish in America. In another gen-
eration we will be too late,— we will be forestalled and
- shut out. The continent is being administered, — the
dividend of a mew world 1s about to be declared; but
those only who are wise, patient and united, can obtain
any considerable per centage.
In the older states, many obstacles exist to the suc-
- Cessful establishment in life of emigrants. The best farms
- ad trades are all taken up by the native inhabitants,
Whose capital and connexions give them some facilities
denied to the foreigner. But there are not half' a dozen
states in the whole Union of which this is generally true.
Let not indolence plead such an excuse. There are
Chumcters, homes and fortunes, still to be made, b_y honest
lahor, in America. In what varieties of struggling were
1ot the men engaged whose history we have sketched !
What difficulties had not they, in their time, to overcome !
Some were sold for a term of years to pay their passage-
Money ; others lived in perpetual apprehension of Indian
Invasion ; almost all were friendless and moneylesshfin
their first landing on these shores. Do you readt S
book to oratify vanity, or to furnish food for stump
g e friend, you do the book, the
Speeches? Alas! if so, iriend, Jy ! el
Writer, and yourself a great WIong. It was wrl

i g

lq[ll}rn
“n Eﬂ,l [ :1
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a far other and far highc_r ‘511;.]@‘313‘_: to llllake us Sensjhy
that we had predecessors 1n America whose eXamp], 3 8
to induce us to compare what they qjq s

istructive, p
th W ‘e ar ought to do. : ngq
were with what we are and oug O IE T8 serye

: ' Tee, better it n ‘
not this purpose in a degree, ever was Wity
or read.

This torrent of elnigratio_n from Irgland to Amey
must, in a few years, abate 1ts force; it cannot 20 0112:
it has gone. Whatever we can do for ourselves, o -
people, in North America, must be done before the cloge
of this century, or the epitaph of our race will pe Writtey
in the west with the single sentence —

“Too Late!?
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