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= FAMINES OF 1846—-7 AND 1848 — AMERICAN SYMPATHY — MEETINGS IN

\pELPHIA, BOSTOXN AND NEW YORK — NATIONAL MEETING IN WASHINGTON

pHl CEDONIAN AND JAMESTOWN — REFLECTIONS.

__THE MA
Tae most affgcting event, in the connexion of Ireland
ith America, 18 the conduct of the latter towards the
dotims of the }1‘1511 famine, which began in the winter of
1846 and 1847, and endured, in its worst forms, till the
1059 Uf 1848
The famine 1s to be thus accounted for: The act of
mion, in 1800, deprived Ireland of a native legislature.
fer aristocracy emigrated to London. Her tariff expired
11826, and, of course, was not renewed. Her merchants
and manufacturers withdrew their capital from trade and
mvested it in land.*® The land! the land! was the
object of universal, illimitable competition. In the first
twenty years of the century, the farmers, 1f rack-rented,
had still the war prices. After the peace, they had the
monopoly of the English provision and produce markets.
Butin 1846, Sir Robert Peel successfully struck at the old
laws, imposing duties on foreign corn, and let in Baltic
wheat, and American provisions of every kind, to compete
with and undersell the Irish rack-rented farmers.

High rents had produced hardness of heart in ““the
middleman,”’ extravagance in the land-owner, and ex-
reme poverty in the peasant. The poor law commission
of 1839 reported that 2,300,000”0f the agricultural
laborers of Ireland were ¢‘ paupers ; that those immedi-
ank were ‘¢ the worst clad, worst

ately above the lowest r .
fed,yand worst lodged” Pea.s&ntl‘y m EuI‘OpE. True,

0

* Between 1820 and 1830, twO thirds of all the manufactories in Ireland
Were closed, and abandoned, as ruinous investments.
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feature 1 every landscape. DY quf _lowewer’ the
torrible fact became but too l_ﬁf‘-}'t*-ﬂn- rom every towy,.
land within the four seas tidings c::tlHQ to the capity]
that the people’s food was blasted _ui:tel‘ly, h_opelessly
blasted. Incredulity gave way to panic, panic to g
mands on the imperial government to stop the export
of grain, to establish pu})lic granaries, and to give the
peasantry such reproductive employment as would enabe
them to purchase food enough to keep soul and body to.
gether. By a report of the ordnance captain, Larcom,
it appeared there were grain crops more than sufficient
to support the whole population — a cereal harvest esti-
mated at four hundred millions of dollars, as priees
were. DBut to all remonstrances, petitions, and proposals,
the imperial economists had but one answer, ¢ they could
not iterfere with the ordinary currents of trade.”” O’Con-
nell’s proposal, Lord George Bentinck’s, O’Brien’s, the
proposals of the society called ““The Trish Council,” al
{E:f;:’lesmgﬁi:ﬁl;l‘?e aﬁ_wer.d Fortunes_ were made E}th
ence, and shipsg ladel;l tf:stflu ey o e SubSIZS};
ports, while the charities OF t%unwales w g v I .
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verdict ¢ stapvation.’? we es 01 death by famine, with the
tic case thyille 1 th; Cou;t I‘ePi}.I'ted. The first authen-
twos and thyeeg b Toss l‘gr, tlke an ill-wind, Froo
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sar, the Qultan, and the Pope, sent their rou-

Pauls. The Pasha of Egypt, the Shah
| Persias the Emperor of China, the Rajahs of India,
o to do for Ireland, what her so-styled rulers

«pired
| coﬂuPlJ{ to do, — to keep her young and old people lLiv-

" ] +1in the land. : :
°\merica did more in this work of mercy than all the

st of he world. On the 9th of November, 1846, a
qumber of gentlemen _assembled at the Globe Hotel,
Gouth dixth street, Philadelphia, convened by the fol-

cular, issued by the venerable Alderman Binns :

pwing cir
«Tn Treland, the men, women and children at this time
are, everywhere, from the north to the south, and from

e east to the west, falling victims to hunger and the
liseases consequent upon hunger. The heart sickens in

e knowledge that thousands of people, among the most

ble on the earth, are perishing from famine ! We
all sorts, good and

hospita
are in 2 land abounding with food of
wholesome, for man and every creature that Lives.

«Tt is thought to be the duty of this city, which has
%0 often been among the foremost in works of mercy and
charity, to do something for the famishing people of Ire-

lnd, ~ What that something shall be, we do not under-
take to say. To consider what is best to be done, and the
best way of doing 1t, & meeting will be held m South

Sixth street, between Chestnut and Walnut streets, at
at seven o’clock ;

the Globe Hotel, on Thursday evening,
ted to attend. As

at that time and place, you are reques :
nd that business

this meeting 18 intended to be select, a
shall be entered upon ab the hmgr %ropose’d, you are
re tyal in your attendance. ;

o 55 A i 4 the first meeting of a

L - ved to have been
This is believe ‘n America, on the subject of Irish

ubl; held 1 _
EEH;,G, . gﬂﬁeiﬁ portant public meeting fqllpwed,_ which
was a:ddressed by the most distinguished citizens includ-

% Report of the Gen. Fx. Committee of Philadelphia, - 9

12%
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n. Horace Binney, iy ¢

ing Mayor SW 1 Donnsvlvanie - vor
- Mﬂl}r J{)Hh‘ibution thmughmllt 1 Lf{“lby Ivanig, R
oeneral COILLLIMV™ \ ed a Iew ay '

i Alderman Bnns concluded ¢ Apposite pq

P - "~ - i &1
th the following preamble and resolution, whig, o
withl U

' ghyi i s
| od unanumousty - : Tk
ﬂd?yin 1775, before these United States had eXistepg,

» her stars had lighted her to glory, or her g,
ﬁi?lbeee]; felt by her foes, — beforetltheﬂ voice of indepe,
dence had been heard on her moun .-.unﬂb, or the shoutg of
victory had ochoed through _heI' ‘?ﬂnlf}rb: :_:1101' Stu_tesrnen
and patriots assembled at their seat o gover nment, in thg,
future Hall of Independence, and, by a P}lbl}c alldresg,
ade known to the world her gl1ﬂtefL11 and affectionate sy
pathy and respect for the Parliament and people of Irelang
kindly inviting her people to come and 1nhabit ¢ the fo.
tile regions of America.” Many thousifmds accepted thy
invitation, and by their toil and their sufferings, thep
sweat and their blood, assisted to make ¢ Great, Gilorious,
and Free,” the country which had adopted them.

¢« Since that invitation, threescore and ten years have
passed, and the United States have become a great na-
tion ; her stars and stripes float freely over every sea;
she is a sure refuge, yea, a tower of strength for the
oppressed of every clime, and her voice is respected
among the mightiest powers of the earth; but dak,
deep, and general distress, with the gloom of night, over-
shadows unhappy Ireland ; her people perish under the
pangs of hunger, and ~are swept by pestilence ; they
exist 1 shelterless cabins, with scant garments to covel
thegl, and fall by thousands into unwept, too often uncov-
iﬁi ﬁi";ggi- 3131 kgmwledge of their miseries has crossel
16, and touched the hearts of the statesmen

and patriot ; -
assergble?;t e Lintied States, and again they have

fe]lOW-citizenEhilr seat of government, and invited ther
O meet in theip cities, towns, and vil

lages, to considey :
broken, the famisil Ompassionate, and relieve the dheﬂ.
» Women, and © ;

dren of Ireland - B 8 dying meg
it hereby is,

5 therefore be it, an
e §
statesmen and Patriots of ‘o

b M

IPeg

!

““Resolved, That
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P pumble and of the high and mighty’ states of
“+hq haves in the condt}ct stated, given 1illustrious
os to those of all mations of the earth, deserved
ks of the people whom they have faithfully rep-
ted, and reinspred to them and to their country
+.warm gratitude and renewed attachment of the
e of Ireland.”
-ofluential city committee was organized. DBy
\fay, 1847, they had received above ‘5?;'48,0[}0 in cash,
ad 20,000 articles suited for shipping. They loaded
E]lre@ harks ::mr,! four brigs, for various Irish ports, all
chich safely arrived. Mgnster.and Connaught received
g greater part. In their closing report, at the end of
1847, the committee, among other resolutions, passed
the following & —

« While we gratefully acknowledge the services cor-
lislly rendered to us and to the cause of humamty, by
odividuals in various parts of Pennsylvania and Ohio 1m
prticular, we feel ourselves called upon in an especial
manner to make known our high sense of the very impor-
tnt assistance given to us by our esteemed friend and
fllow-citizen, Allen Cuthbert. Not only have we had
the free use of his warehouses for the deposit of bread-
stuffs, but the benefit of his constant and anxious services
and experience in receiving them from every quarter,
and in shipping them to Treland. Conduct such as this
confers honor not only on himself, but on the commumty
of which he is a worthy member.”

New York and Boston were not behind Philadelphia,

nor the Grinnells, Lawrences, and Kveretts, behind the

Cuthherts and Binneys.* In the spring of 1847, a national

o I
| PeOPI

|
4
| " An

*Tn his address on the subject, in Boston, Mr. Everett recalled a reminis-

cence of Clolonial times, which must have told pml_verful_ly on h'u@rf audience.
To ‘the Grosaetiion. OF e Dlataoaich Vo, with King Philip, the Cape
P ish families, contracted a heavy debt.

to : : dy some Irl tr
TIE Séiilyl ‘;fl? 1]{?}’111;17;3;5 gleﬁi- !;:ﬂa.dﬂ aware of the condition of the settlers,
? o

. ' h as were impoverished, dis-
remitt y ‘¢ for the ].‘Bllﬁf of suc ] P 3
tl'eﬁﬂec? dmf& {i?lénelf:ssit}', from the war.” — Pratt’s Hist. of Eastham, Well-
?

. 1844.
Jieet, and Orleans. YW%}EE dJonation from Ireland, is a gratifying proof

of %ﬁleuglgierfjﬂwiﬂzﬁi; of Christian sympathies, and is supposed to have
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i1 at Washington, at which Mr, 1

mw“tllF w_ni% ][I-“ﬂr the United States, took the ﬂinag’
Wi esident ol U | : o)
100 = 'S ol - : Ql{
T:l:' Webster, Mr. Cass, and 01141151' Mg S’Qn&tf}ur‘
$pol The ;1‘{11'{!1‘!]111011‘3 placed two vesselg of o
:':'EIH.} {{‘l : i

¢« The M;“-.mhmiun‘” :1.1'111_‘;‘;1;.‘].10_ Jﬂitn(fftown,” at th;:ﬁ:,
asnl of the 1[-.urnum_lttru:(fs Hl_LLm_g 111 ma on and Ney T(}ﬂ;
}h}:-:fﬂll and New England, it is calculated, Cﬂntﬁbutgd
nearly a quarter of a million of 91011&1“2: and Ney Yoy
ity and state an equal amount. lh_e Protestant 23 W)
as the Catholic pulpit resounded with appeals foy g
to Treland.” Sect and party were forgotten, gng all.
embracing Charity ruled the New VVO}“IQ, Unoppose(
America was even more blessed 1n the giving, thap Ire.
land was in receiving, such assistance.

It was the noblest sight of the century, those ships of
war, laden with life and manned by mercy, entering th,
Irish waters. KEngland’s flag droopeq above the spoil
she was stealing away from the famishing, as the Apgp.
ican frigates passed hers, inward bound, deep with chg,.
itable freights. lIere were the ships of a state by 1
seventy years old,—a state without a consolidate] |
treasury, — a state, but the other day, a group of uncon-
nected struggling colonies. And here, in the fulnes
of her heart and her harvest, she had come to feed the
enslaved and enervated vassals of Victoria, in the very
presence of her throne. If public shame or sensibiliy

could lo?nlize itself on any individual of so vile and vast
a despotism, what must not that individual have felt!
. Those who know what it requires to feed an army, may
tmagine that, abundant as was America’s gift, it was nol
]l:%lffe:‘situa,l to banish famine. Oh, no! tens of thousands
S:; ;fds of thousands, perished miserably. But it pre-
& Mmany thousands of Precious lives, and gave &
empﬁlon to come, to all who liVe‘i
- ¢ Central Relief Clommittee
Cork accounted for the trusts committed”

Onlederation *’ made ngtional ackﬂﬂwl'
been procured through t,

: o € exertj that
time a minister of the cungmg;:;znn? ] idfertgﬂ _Eﬂt‘;’. Nathaniel Mather, at
Mination

| % In Dublin,” — 1bid-




i __d’
N
> ':"f

[RISH SETTLERS IN NORTH AMERICA. 141

ot of Treland’s indebtedness to Mr. Dallas, and to
_ eﬂgm?n orbes of ¢ The Jamestown.”* Many an Irish

" o) tho battle-fields of Mexico, did the like, in
R | source of sincere satisfaction to the present writer, that both

eft 18 8 repared by him, and adopted by a committee, of which Duffy,
g Pand Mitchel, were mambar)e;. : 4
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