COLONEL HASKELL REPORPS CE RUSSIAN RELIEP,

Washington, D.C.,
August 27, 1923,

Honorable Herbert Hoover,

Chairman, Americen Relief Administration,
washington, D, €.

Dear Yr, Hoover:

4%t the conclusion of my services ss your assistant in charge of
the distribvution of ARA relief in Russia I take ocecssion to give a short
review of the task snd its accomplishment.

it is now two years since you undertock to organize the relief
of this great femine which srose fundamentally from the sapping of pro-
éustian in Pussis but was made rore acute by drought conditions in 1921,

Duriag this period a little under a million tons of food, seed,
clothinz and medical supplies have been bought in the United States by
the American Relief Administration, req&iring about 250 voyazes of Amer-
joen ships to nine different ports serving Russisa, These supplies amount-
ed to 60,000 caricads on the Russian railwsys, Their distrivution was
secomplished through vhe grganizetion of 35,000 different stations at
the worst period when we'%gre Yeeding nearly 11,000,000 men, women and
ehildren daily, Yot only would these millions have died without this re~
l1isf, but even large numbers would have perished from the cesspool of
eontagious disesse which was then raging in every direction.

| In the battle agsinst these epidemics the American Reliel idmin-
{stration furnished supplies to over 15,000 hospitsls and institutions and
organiszed the inoculation and vaccipstion of over 7,000,000 individusls,

Its systemstic cempaisn of ssnitation stemped cut the rmost dangerous centber
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of scontagion in the entire world. From seed imported about 8,000,000
acres of lanl were sown. The worst of the famine was over & year aszo but
since that time the imerican %elief idministrasion hss continued to feed,
clothe and give medical service %o an averase of 2,000,000 derelict chil-
dren until they were past damger, and %o provide frod and clothing for
over 100,000 teachers and professionsl people as s swplementary service.
The /imerican Relief idministration has farnished over 904 of all the re—
iief thb went into Russis during the last two years,

To accomplish thie it Las been necessary for you to0 mobilise
over $60,000,000 of which 24,000,000 wers voted by Congress anl the bale
ance smessed by you throuch coordination of varicus imorican efforts, through
your insistence that the “oviet sutherities use their #01d resources snd
tarough various fineancisl operations insugurated by youis This does not in~-
deod represent the entire eipenditure, for under the Riga agreement with
the Soviets which was insisted wpon By you as a condition precedent to go-
ing inﬁa Russia, that Uovernment has psid for all labor, internsl trons=-
portation, warehouses, kitchens and Ruessian staff., Tiis hss amounted in-
dezd to a very ﬁansi&araﬁlg amount of money. ‘Through the margin establish-
od by the Americsn R@li@ﬁf%&aiﬁisﬁration.iﬂ selling food ard clothing ok~
ages to Russians all over the world for delivery to thelr relatives in
- Russia, a safficient amount has been earnel to balance ihe enbire overe
head expenses and leave s substantial balance for charity. Therefore, there
has been no cost to the Americam consributor or taxpayer for administration
of the Congressional or other funds,

Hy task has been that of distribution in Russis, and I wish %o
toke thiz oceasion to express my admiration for the extraordinary ability

and efficiency displayed by my fellow directors in charge of purchases,

649



tpansportation, fimance and accounting and other branches of ARA. The
successful result of the work has been as much due to each of these divi-
sions as to the final distribation division of which I haed chargee.

There stands out in all tuis work the fact that we have had a
group of 300 men stretéhed in a chain from New York to Astamachan, who for
fine ‘spirit, cleanness of charscter, devotion, resourcefulness and ability
hsve been uasquslled., They heve done a fine job and imerica should be
proud of ite

I shall not burden you with a recital of the difficulties of ac-
complishment other than to express my satisfaction that in spite of the
lies and misrepresentations concerning the character snd ebject of your
underteking originally circulated by the radical press {n this country,
thet within six months, by reliziocusly sdhering to your ins tructions to car-
ry on without regard %o politics, race or creed, we succeeded in obtaining
the full confidence of the Soviet Govermment, After that the cooperation
of the Soviets was satisfactory and continued so until the end.

To the mind of the Russian common people the America«nx Relief
Administration was a miracle of God which came to them in their darkest hour
under the stars and stripes’.;; It’tnrnad the corner for civilization in Russia.
1t 1lifted the Russian people from despair to hope. Our medical supplies
encouraged the medical profession, Our distribution of literature gave life
to the scientists. Our free food packsges revived hope in the intellizentsia.
We purified water systems, disinfected millions of people, opened public
baths, repaired roads, required improvement in schocols, but sbove all we
demonstrated that at least one organization could exist snd succeed in Russia
without submission to dictation.

Comnanism is dead and shandoned, and Russia iz on the road to
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recovery. Thae realization by the Russian psople that the strong American
systenm was able and conbtained the spirit %o save these millions of
strangers from the death that had engulfed Shew mast have furnished food
for thoughte.

1 shoald be imleed unsrateful and properly ceasured by my 300
smerican and 125,000 Bussian assistants as well as by millions of Russian
beneficiaries if I friled to axpress to you thelr deep affection anl pgrate
ftule. To you slone who dared to conceive and execube one of the greatest
administrative operations to relieve famine in the history of the world is
due waatever credit the world sees £it to bestow but among us who fell
gyour constant encouragement, woral sasport and Intizate contact guiding
our efforts there will slweys ressin a mpgtery as o how you could spare
the time to maintaln sach detsiled touch with every phase of our worke
e will S0 succeed waich imbued =ll of the imericans in fussia and wilch
was & grest Tamctor in the successful accomplishment of the $ask was &
direct translation of your humsnitarian spirit So Russis.

Po smerica this is a passing incident of national duty, undertaken,
finished snd to be quickly forgotten. The story of 1% will be told loving~
1y in Russiasn households f}:tr renorations. Through this service amarica
has not only seved milliesis of lives, but has given impulse %o the spiril-
usl snd economic recovery of a grest nation, and on our own behaelf we have
erested, in the sssurance of good will from the Slav ;-aeaa. a great in=
heritance for our children.

Faithfully yours,
¥illism ¥. Haskell.
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