PERSONAL HIETORY
OF DR, M, SANTOS

Taken wrbatia
tond Trapslated

Liserally
F, Valdex,

I was bora ia Sapus la Grande, Cuba, in 1888, I cems to Kay Wosk sight
mooths after ay birsh. Of Esy West I remember very little., I remsmber that
ny father hed a bakery, sad I saw many horses, I remssber baring besm in a
private sshosl which was mere %o kesp e from wmnoyiag im 4hs houss.

I bad ¥we yours and was very fomd of & lady that was named Nrs, Frane
clsea. G5he had & baby boy, end I was so Jealous that one day I grabbed him
by the neok, and if he had net besz taken away from me, I belleve I would
have smothered him.

1 was in Key Test until wrouwnd '§#é. The greatest ispressien I had was
when I oame to Tempa, wnd saw an sleotrie skreet sar. The iapression thak
it geve me was that hew sculd a strest sar move without horses, I would stand
up on the seat and weuld ask my mether whare wers the horses, and she would
toll me that they were behind the street oar, The first shing I did whem I
stopped down was to go running to ses whers the horses wers,

The firs% ssheol I wont te hars was the Fres Sohesl en 8%h Avenus, be=
twosn .3th and liths The mother superior {lﬁéﬁlnﬂ] was onlled Nrg, Creasr,
All us boys loved her very mash, I did now complets this se.cel,

I remsmber thek the Federal Oovermment tosk milikary possessien of the
Centro Elm when war was declared betwsen the United States end Epain,

We used to hollow threugh the streets, "Hurrah fer MsKinley,” I wiso remes-

{1} I presume hes weans ths principal,
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ber that they used % sell osrtaln post oards with the 'lhiu'{l} paintad,
One would plese the fire from a cigarethe ea cae extrems. The fire would
travel until i% reached the Maine, and produss an axplosion,

In ¥5 there was & great fresrs *hich burned all the eranges, I re-
meaber this besause all us beys would go to searsh fer oranges,

In #8 or ¥¥ we want to Cuba and stayed im Cuba soms thres or four years,
W oame back to Ksy West whare my fauther agulm opened a bakery. Ve staynd
in Eey Viest until 1902 or 1503, and I conmenged leamning hew %e make sigars
at the fastory of Teodors Paress Then my father determined to ocome %o Teapa
&yaln where he had propervies, and I eontimued learning the trade in Teapa
at the fastory of "Frimsipe de Cales,” snd afterwards in the one of San
Uartin, where I Jinished learning the trade,

Then I went to work im differenmk places, snd when I lacked twe months
to have 18 yoars, I went to lew York with twe irieuda, Thess friends did
Bet koow English and I was the interpreter, In New York I recebed 18 years
of age, I stoyed there soms thres months, I visited the ausesums of the
olty, the Nusemm of Natural Hiskory, the Aquariom, whers I was muoch impress-
od by the "Hipocaspo,” or mariss herse, I alse saw Caruse sing a% the Orand
Uporas dlso the Flat Irom Bullding, Another shimg that impressed me very
much was the hour of the rush ot the City Hall, dewn tewn, im erder %o take
the subway. I mlsg sew the Brosklyn Bridge,

Wbhile I was working at the fastery of Regeasbarg, im Mew York, I saw
the firss soew fall. Thls was something I Lad aever sssn, und I stosd ad
the wiadow %# seo the soew full,

(2) Cf. “Remeaber the Malase,®
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I wenk o live ak Ti akresd, nugber 202, where the Madame was an Eng-
lish woman, n very refined ledy and of pure seatisents, Ber name was Redie
oons She fondled me ae 1f I was o soni of hers, One day I was golng owk,
she saw me with a roll of bille, and did not want to let me go cut, Whenm
I first wemh %o live hers I could nok slesp beesuss of the aolse of the sle=
vators, The noise was so gread that it was lmpessible for ms to slesp, un=
%1l I bagen %o gt mosushcmed,

The most diffioult preblem for us was the bour of sating. I did nok
knew the namé of the dishes, and I had to ask for the shres, They weuld
Elve ms the list, and I would read and read it, buk I did pot kncw what 1%
wass The only thing I understood wae ham and egge, and ws ate ham and eggs
for a fow dayss Afterwards I would peint cut a dish on the 1is% %o the
walter, The walter would tell me the name, and 1f I 1ilked it, I would writs
1%t cn & paper.

On Sundays we would go %o Coney Island and my attention was very mush
aktracied %o see so many pecple at the beash,

As I had never laft the family, I fel® home-siek, s¢ I returned te
Tompap I occntinoed working hers as oigaremaker. Tears later I returnsd to
New Tork, and remained there varicus years, I returned to Taspa arcund the
year 1911, Then I went to Chisage where I lived warious years, always works
iog as clgar-oaker,

From Chieage I returnsd %6 Tampa where I reaained ons month, and them
ocgntinued to Havena, [ stayed in Havans some five or six mcuthe, I waz a
polissman scme three mooths, snd resignud bevause the pelics were given very
Lad trestmenkt, aod then I went to Kew Torks I stayed in Baw Tork ¥we or
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three mcaths,

Frem Row York I returned %c Havens, as I had besa ealled for o beattling
fastory of Palakino, I worked as -loterpreter with the engloeer who had the
construotion werk of b bottling fustory of Palasino, I worked for abouk
twe months in that company, and then returmed to Tempa. I went to work at
my trade at the fastory of Grrols Erothers,

Ahile at this fastory I entersd the school of the Tampa Buriness Col-
lepge, wod was thers scme few mcnths. I did not graduate as I had te returs
%o Cuba beccuss my Lfather seak lor me to puk up & business of machinsries e
fix shoes, whioch wus not sarrled ouk besauss I did no% wish to ccapromise
ay father in scmething om whioh he sould loss the litkle mensy whiesh remaim=
ed for his old age,

In Havapa I had a friend of my latanoy whoss name was Dr, Ubaldo Tbeda,
Optometrist, e advised me to study that professiea. BEHe Losisted se mush
with & zZiI% of persuaslea whioh was imbern in him, Ls domimated my manney
of belng, whioh is wery indifferent, and I determired to write to the imop-
ioan Qptisal College of Philadelphia, and I was snrelled,

I sounenosd my studies which at first I thou ht were a fallure besause
I ballsved that I sould nok understand that scisase, I musk say that Or,
Ubeduj the Dootor und Professor of the Onlversisy of Bawvana, Dr. Luclane
Martiner; Dr, dagarita ds irmas, Professer of the University of Havana; and
alss her hushand, Ur. Jastino Baes, helped me at the comsenssaent of my
studies with their wast cnowledgs, I gradusted from said sollege with ex-
osllenkt marks in all the assigomenis exzoeph ons.

In uy prefessisn I believe [ huve had & susoess as [ ssatimate that in
ay work of optles, a% least in $& I huve no% had somplainks.



=l

The business of opkies nowadayo is llke o sorpss with life, az the
oompetitlen, se great and destrustive thay the "ehaln etores” make, sell-
log ;l-ll.p glessss, aod in mamy cazes harmful and injurious %o tne sight, is
the princlpol sauss why this professiesn Ls 30 sxtremsly fallen, At the
houses of the "chaln =ztores® the ghnll_ that they sall sre asuslly spherisal,
and it is preven by the last statistlos that mers than 508 of the ;pnp:li suf-
for from wetigmatism, and, thersfors, thess individusls nsed special sylimde
risal orystule, which the "obain stoeres® do not sell,

A% to the New Denl, I bellevs that it has bevn s fallure as it has pre-
teoted the trusts sore than the imeriean people. Today, the poor are poorsr,
and the trusts are richer. Another resson: #his 1s = county that is eco-
trelled Ly the trusts, When ome stands on the strest, and slosas his syes
for a noment, cod then opens tlem and lecks: everytulng, sbsolutely mll that
one sves is mode by the trusts. The automobile tha® passes by, the streed
onr, the trucks, everything that cne wears: shoes, olothes, rto, When ome
enters » restsurant, he sees the platss, the tables, the spoons, all 1z mude
by the trusts., OS8% of whak ome sats is conkrelled by the trusts. The trusts
for more then 200 ysars huve boen centrelling all the industries, and kille
ing the smull buslness meu. e have resshed s state in whioh the trusts dom
inate wll, as they nre the omers of the meney, or nearly sll the acney thek
there Lo 1o the TJni.tH Stubea .

The war gan already be sven between ous trust and ethers; the skrongest
will dominute the weaker trusts, and the capital will be rocuced to a fer
men who will contrel everyhhing.

Ia my partioular oplolon, nll is wot loste A feow men are necessary, who



whim

would hmve suffloient energy sud lakelligense te nake sosial lawss as for
sxample, all mashines which displase tea men, should give the sulary e

| t.cee ten men, For axamples oa® machine gan, munipulated by the namber of
lgdhidu:l.s whioh L% displases, taking turcs by scur, The Capitalist will
huve the right to a cortaln sjuitable perosntags, and there eswnnct be a .
Capltalist who san huve as napltal mors shan one milllion dellaurs, All that
paasss this saount the Federal govermment will oonfiscate 1% for the bethars
ment of the sommunity.

The atility ccajanies should be the pronerty of the scmmunities, All
poser aen who passvs 50 yesrs should Le pensioned of the goverusent, with a
modest peaclon , bak at the same time suffiolent Tfor the neosssitle: n.t.
snall oBe,

The syrtem of voklgg In this country shoald be reformed, us the system
that exists nowadays is very ankljuatked as it 1s frustrated in pearly all
the counkry. One of the prinmoipal #hings that should be done is the "ear=
nek" (ldentifieatien card) with the pleture and fiager priats to avold fraud,

This coumiry gives more salary te the goveroment exployses, as a gene
eral rule, than ull the ocunmtriss in the world, snd from the President down,
the suluries ghould be eut,

It is my firm opinien that if the President does ok ohange his laper-
lalistic and ante-descorakie systea with the peeple, net mamy years will pass
ic which the blocd will run hore as in Framoe when the revoluticn; and im
Russle oot seny yeers .Zoe. For the sams reasop thak the mashine saanch be
detuined becauss 1t is the progress, meither ¢nm &he right of justies be de-
talaed whioh is demsnded by ell whe produse.

History shows us that every step towards Justice and liberty has beem



Ve
bathed in b'l.aq-h. The American pesple are & people well diseiplined and
dooils, but the imerisan peeple If some day they should determine to shed
thelr blood agalnst whis laperinlistio and anto-deacoratie system, all that
pasaed in Cranoe, and in Roesie, wil' be a drop of wadar agaparad wikh whak
wlll hajypen hore,

~@ masd take into oconsiderntion that the Amerissn peopls lave more pro-
gress and olvilization than the rest of the world; whe know their rights;
who are aooustomod te eat and dress, and that teday they do nok sat mor dress,
The Amerisaa peaple know that in the United States thers iz a surplus of
foedy there ls & wurplus of alothlag) wnd there is & surplus of everything,
while he .zoks all.

Duys befcre the MRA, lard was at O0T¢ per peund, toduy iy 1935, lapd
is % 217, eod thus swooessively all the ertioles, an snormity; buk ansver-
thel sss, ﬂ'll- workers sarn less today thus before the NRA-=%i08e whe workss
und these who do not work, have mulsiplied to sush an extenk that if I should
say toat 25,000,000 workers wre without work at tihwe . ressnt sorant, I wounld
Bot be mletaken,

Ret loag mge Clarence Carrow, the most fumcus lawysr In the United States
of world feme, made deolarations where he advised that if the governaent
vanted & suoewas, it should loam towerds scolelism., I know that this w1l
net be done, us hussn epctise 1s inborn in the hwmam being, and as I have
seld before, all liberty, and all demeoracy bas been bapsized with blosd, I
de not Lhiuk of living when that will ve esrried vukt, buk 1 have t.s abssluke
osrtalaty that thet has to ocone is ope way or soother,

I de not beliove that R.ousevel® will colve this orisis, for if he bad
manked to, as he prom.ssd te the Aaerlsan pesple, he would have solwed it,
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ak the Laglslature and the Senaks have given Roosevelt mers powar than say
other president of the United Shatea.

For mere than 40 years I have lived in this loeality, I ressaber frem
my firs% lofauey how this lesality was graduslly foumded, Alshough ssall I
ressaber Uartin Herrers, the founder of Test Tampe »

We lived almcst happy, as sarning was pleatiful, and living was very
aheap, and I remscber that ay father had the takery in whioh be made goed
business, '

"Estabamcs gpghg come el guarumdol de a peso.' My father mads some
eapltal with his bakery, and I remssber that st 3430 im the moraing, one of
the bakers would kmook at the silde of the houss, and ha would gok up %o de-
liver the bread frem house %e houss, Be did this werk for thirky years,
wid I have the certainky thes in the thirty years he 414 zok fall ones 4e
g° %o work, rain, lightming er thunder. I have alwayr beess ad admirer of
the virtus and honssty of my Cather,

The industry grew in this loeallty $c such an exben® that the Havama
tobaoes, mads 'h;f- band in Tampa, bad the largesk oredit than aany other tcbae-
e8¢ induskry has had in the United States, Them 4ha Jews saut and reformsd
the muoner of meking eigars, and mako them by meuld, Tha® syfsem began %8
mul¥lply itsslf %o sioh an extent that mors clgars wars mads by mould tham
by hands They sold ws made by band, and tho ssosumer was dsssived,

Later the "wery solentific” machineries have come fer muking oigars
w.loh have displased in this losality mers shan 15,000 operaS¥ions, The
Loverment has not taken any mecsurss te pressos the worker) whe remains

(2) in expressien used in Ybor Civy to signify prospercus, well=being eor
sgual %o the idissatls sxpression of "swimming im abundanes.’
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with the arms crossed and gives the mamufacturers all the opportunities %e
aspissioate or kill of hunger their workers.,

There is mush talk about the llberky of the United States, The word
"Liberty" is very mish heard in the land of Unole Sam, bus this werd has i%s
limits. I am a grea® admirer of the dootrines of Jeffersen, bud from Jeffer-
sen to F. D; Boosevel® things have ohangsd very mush, That is to say, froa
Jefferson to MeKinley, this was the greatest socuntry besause of itz demcorse
oYy its ldeology of the right of man; but HeKinley was the first Apoatle of
the Tankes lmperiallsa, Froa Lollnley to F. D. Roosevelt--ell the presideats,
absolutely all, withe. t maklng exseptlon of anyome, have besn Imperialisks
mere or lese, I% is nesessary %o read the politie of the United States wish
latln Jmerien. Ths governmenk of +he Unived States, in eembinatien with Wall
Street, have taken away and placed presidents in Latin Azmerisa, The last
step in the Ameriean imperialism was that Roosevelt plased as president Carlos
MUsauel de Cespedss Lin Cubaj and like Carlos Mmnuel de Cespedes, were plassd
all the presidents that Cuba has had.

The pecple of Cula rebelled against that lmperislisils politic, amd re-
moved Cespedes in & few hours, and pleesd Professer Oreu San Haryin as presi=
dent, This wok greatly displeased ihe "demcoratie® F, D, Rcesevelt, aud be
wagwered with 32 warships of the demcoratis ansrisun marise, %o surrcund the
island ané teke 1% by foroe, Thamks to Mexieco and certain other Republies
whish kepk the Anericuns [rom entering in Cuba.

"The order wes given that the troops wers nok %o disembark im Cuba whem
they were already sk the Morrce In cne of the ships wes Hall, ssoretary of
State, to take charge ol %he governmsat: Om reesiving she telegram of mod
disembarking, *hise sl papsl®tl) (literal, he made the paper) of golag em &
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pleasure trip ts Panama sr othsr pluse, That is the cause why I do not be=
lieve in ths demcorasy alf:: Roossvalt,

The mutusl aid scoleties foraed -ntn't;lmut: hore, and many times "se
fomaba hnll-.'{-ﬂ} (liveral, ncise wae made) becsuss the Ameriscans fslt a
osrtain recinl hatred toward us, These Amerisans enksred the plenies and
weuld get drunk, Vhen they were drunk "se metlan,” (literal, they puk them-
selves in )} the women in order %o pick a quarrel {(bussar bulls),

One time in cne of thess pienies, thers wers thres Amerisans, I re-
membsr that cos ol them was eallsd Otto, & bully. This Otto grabbed a girl,
and selred her breasts, Fer sweethsart, whe wes oulled Varis Jarola, oame
aftar me, ond told me whet the Amerisan and the ¥wo sthers had dons %¢ his
swesthoart, Then I went o ask an explanakien of hims Otte answered in a

ssntemptuous way, and at the sume tine olosed his hands te thresatsa me.

(1) Idiomatis sxpressiem squivalent %o "HBe played the pars,*

(2) Idicmatie saxpressien used in Toor City squivalenk to "jrcuble was
arsnked "

(3) Idicmstic expressiea used in Yhor City equivalent to "plak a quarrel,”
*to tease.” This word "seterse" s a very looss ildiomskio sapres-
sien: In Ybor Clty it is used ia warlous forms, sooh ss "fulane essta .
matido oon olelana==—a csrtain persen is in love with a sertain we-
many This idiem is pow used 13 plese of the former ldicm of "carger
ol oubo® (literalesoarry the buskes) to make love, This expressica
has now almost eompletely disappeared,

e alsc have "sl »9 metle ocom una mujer"--He teased a lady "especial=
ly 4f 1% is in refereoes te am old lady; 4f however, 1% is in referemes
to & girl it means dhat be is Srying %o maks leve %o the girl, Te
wlse ses i Tbor City, esspeclally muong the boys when they are fighte
ing, and ons should ask the reascn, cas or the ether will say: "El se
askle commigc.” He ploked a quarrel with me,

In the pressat sass it asans *they Sroubled the weman,®

This ldicmatls word Ls alee weed in Yber City in plase of the Cubanm

word "pirepsar® (to flirk, %s flakber, Sometimes made use of indep
sently.2
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Bapid as & tiger I threw dhe firsé '-hhﬂl“'u: with all my seul, BEe
fall behind & desr whish was halfl opsn, The okher twe threw themselves oa
me, and I answered the attask with all the angsr and indigoatisn, with all
the power of 19 years (more or less), and of twe oconsssutive years of pym=
naslum,

W.ea this ccmbat was uelng unifelded, there was at the pavilica more
thap £lve hundred porecnss The “oorre sorre*(2) (run run) ws terridle, I
centinued fightdng with tlese two bulls in stature, weight and age, Them
& poliosman cime of more than clx feet in helght; leaping over the chairs
to ge% to me, He 1iftad me in weight (me levarts en pase) by the shoulders,
aund ploood me behind a rew of shaira, where for the mcmeat I remained sntren-
ohed [Tom ay snealess

I wag baptized im the Caghelie Churen of Segna la Orands, Frovines of
dants Clara, My family nswver foroed me %o go to ohureh, but in Tampa, my
tencher was an arden® Cathelis, and foreed m. %o ge frequently te shureh,
*llege & smbullarmo hniﬂ with her stories t#het I came %o be lay brother

(-]
[tunlnﬂl]{-*;- the shursh. Teday whaa I remesber this, I laagh besauss of the

(1) An ldicm used in Yoor Ciwy of Cubam origin, squivalemt to "terrifis
blews" I presume it iz deriwd from "bombe,;” & bembB, Ihis word i
also used in u differenh sense meaning a terrifis sxplesion, as whea
they sayt “olske el simbosbaszo?® (Did you hoar the terrific exple=
slont)

(2) This is sanether one of the idissstis sxprassiens used in Iber Ciwy. It
is used as & pDoun expressing rushy, or running for ogver,

(3) an sxpressieu whioh means suspeaded in the air,

(4) & oelloquislism of Cubaa originul. Itz equivalent in Eaglish womld be:
"ihe snpbhussd me 5o mush,”
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lies, so big, that they teld me of the Christian dostrines and others. I
have :rru;-u. at the firm convietiem that religlen, as Charles Marx said, is
*she oplum of the people.”

The writers I sdaire most in the United Seates are, first of all; Shery
wood Eddy, and Artbar Brisbaga, I have read differest greas aocthors, but I
bad never road m book with se great an henesty as the one Sherweod Bddy wrots,
end whioh is entitled "Russai Today,"

I do mok beliers thers is eny Ood, and neither do I believe in aay supers
stitien. Whosoevoer believes in Ood iz = true blunderer (or mistaken) "equi=
wndn.'u} Whe has sesn this belcg?

(6) wWhat be really seans is alter bey or socolyte, This word "monigate®

Le vary often used in Yhor City witheuk its trus meaning, sad very

ofken used in & despieahle way as "Hu eres un menigate.* You are a

sonkey, or you are & sissy,; sscording to the iofleskies uped,

(1) ur, Santos had originelly used %he werd "Besrrace" and them asked %o

bave it obanged te "squivceado.®™ The word "berrasc® is s disrupted

form of "bellaso” meaning dessltful, Im Tohor Oliy the werd "berrasc”

is very of%en used, and conveys & despleabls meaning. Its squivalext

in English would be "fosl.”

I am singles Many of my friends aszk me why I bave not married, and I
sormer thea the truthy that with the women I would have married, she was nok
worthy of me becauss she was u woman of a “auddy condusk, (8} and would bave
been & vory great grief %o ay parents. In order %e pet rid of her, I had te
leave for Havans, so a8 %0 forge% her, for in Tarpa whanever shs would look
at ae with thoss great h.lu* dyes, 1%t oades me go bask with her.

I musk stats in making thess deslarations that I ws oues of se many locls
thet belisving in the so much "omokled® (oasarads) New Deal, and that I wenk

to deposit my vote for the ooes whe i1s teday President of the Toited Bwakas,
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Franklin D, Rosssweli, who has "iscepoicoado” (dessived) my mest pure illuse
lone with respoet te the solution ef this grea% orlsis which affects "sa le
mas pn.rundn,'“} (in the most prefound) the pecple of the Unived Shates,
(2) Prostitute
(3) A sorrupted form of the noun "desepsisn’, (dsseption, dessive, dis-
illusisn)s It is very semmemly used im Yoer Oity, although it is an
ingorreet verbs 1t san be termed as a collogaislisa,

(4) Ao expression senveying the msaning of *very desply.®

I wish to sktate alse that I will mot vets again fer any candidate for
President of the United States, whe belongs %o the Democeratie or Republisan
party, as I believs tm.w of thess presidents has not an ideology
really demosratis and jusk, for thess of us who work, and produee, and are

respectiul of the luws
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