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INTERVIEW WITH CHARLES FUS00, 86 Cherry Apn St., Hamden

I was born in the old country -- Italy -- 41 years ago and came
ovar heres when I was 3 months old. Things have certainly changed a
lot in forty years.

I started to work when I was 13 years old with a shoemaker for
BD cents a week and laft him for a job in a salocn for a dollar a week.
Then I atarted to go in the shops on machines in Greist Manufecturing
Company. Let me tell you I had to learn. I had to leave school
in the fourth grade. I guess you know how ths old neopls was them days.
If you was 12 or 13 years old you was able to work, ©But I learn to
be a machinist working on die-hsads, snd assembling different parta
of mechines, reading blueprints too. Then I went to work making
guns before they was over the othar side. Then they started the war
‘and I started to work on the Russisn mmchine gun. This was in-Marlin-
Rockwall., Then America went in and we started to make the BErownie
{Browning) machins gun. Oh Boy! when I used to go down stairs where
they tested the gun I used to see before my eyes all those men
dying and believe me I 17“' g:l.gd*I was not over thera. Yeash. I was
in the No 1 and 2 cl;ﬁu.-; Th.a gll;;rnrnunt t0ld me that they wouldn't
take me because I knew too puch about guns to go. Whenm they started
to make thess guns there was a man from Waltham Wateh Co. from
Massachusetts and he cams down with new machines for experiment and
ha asked the boss if he had a handy man around machines, and the
boss picked me, They put us in a special room with thess new machinery
and we started to make the guns. Then everything was set them the whole
factory started in to make them. Everything had to be to the thousandth
of rn inch,not like now everything is produstion and cheap. T got 65

cents af hour and thars was othars that was making 50 to 60 dollars a



m weak. Boya 17 and 18 years old. Which makes o¢ remenber that

I used to kick to the supt. for more monsy and tell him I was

going to get through and that lousy Englishoan used to tell me that

if wou quit, Charlie, wa're goling to send you across. Finally I got

mad ons day just bafore the wer stopped, I think 4 monthas, and I quit but
got another job right sway with George Griswold Machine Shop making guns
for the government for 55 centa am hour. A lotte of peopla thought T
waa crazy working for less money -- wallrhy'h& I wan, but wait till you
hesr this == After the war everybody got laid off but I stayed working
for over a year making lolly pops dies and funny things about the lolly
pops was that when the war was on the lolly pop was small, The kids

did not notice it becauss the old man made money, but after that the
paosle did not have any money a0 the candy peotle had to meke the

pops bigeer, 8o I made the dles blgger. Well, after a year doing that

I laft and went back to Marlin's. %hat a changel Ewerything they wanted
in a rush, producticn work, The pays were cut snd if a man made 520 g
wask hs was lucky. To make things worse they hed s bunch of young fools
working who couldn't come anywhers near the old timers when 1t came to doing
good work, The old men were a little alow but they put out good work.
These young guys and the girls all they think about is stepping out
nights and having a good time. When work got slow I left and got

myaelf a job assembling locks, T am & Jack of all trades when 1%t

comes to machime work. After a while T laft and went to Wingheater

to work on guns, I d-l.'.d other work in Winschestar like smeking parts

for washing tlmnhinll'}
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alsctric refrigeratora, and when work got alow I left for

Marlins again and worked until all the orders were filled and got
through, I used always leave them in good terms so that in case I
wantad a job back I could always get one. I can get a job today even

if we got a depression. I don't mean that I waan't om -rtli-t when things
got tough because thare was a time when everything was shut down and

I had to get on relief for a job. It isn't so long ago I was working

on WPA. TWelieve me it was a big help, But it was/ot the kind of =

Job I should have had begense this town is Republican snd I am A
Republican and I was a good workerd for the party - making voters and
helping a lot of peaople out =-- getting their taxes rebated (abated).
Oetting jobs for them. When it came my turn that I needed help the
politicians told me that I had to go on relief -- well, when I did I

was handed ¢ shovel and pick. I wouldn't do anything for the party
anymore. 1Tou know today isn't like twenty-fiwve years sago; them dgts nobody
thu_ﬁught of politics nand nobody gave a damm aither. You take today
the panera and radio are full of politics, one knocking the other

and telling the paople a lotta of beloney -- what they going to do if they
get elected -- then they forget everything. Maybe we would do

the same thing we wers in their shoss. This time I voted __L:-puhliua.u
becauss my father is a strong Er:pub:l.iqan and I bean one myself for

21 years. Put I don't think they'll do any batter. Roosevelt is a damn
good man —— you taks all thess young fellows and you can't talk to them
like in the old days to swing them over. Today all thess kids are
satiafied on WEA and the NYi. My son works thers and gets 44 cents

an hour. I only have one son and believe me I am glad I can't buy

him the things he needs. Where would I get off if I had a large family.
That's something I don't believe in., Ome or two is plenty for any

Family.



The large familiss of years ago knew how to take care of
themselves -- they didn't live so ritzy and they were satisfied with
tha littls they got. Tnu:la:_._r the young gensration are bosses -- if
things aren't just right they put up a big squawk. The old gensration
stuck together more. I suppose you think I talk like a man who
hed a large family when I got ocoly ome, But I am taking my family
for example and othera who are frienda of mine. Also you couldn't
beat the old days for good times -- you know I used to play the trap
drum. I learned by myself snd to get better I took lessons. I
ussd to make a few extra dollars, playing for dances and in the
movies. PFut 1t goes to show you when you think everything is running
fine up comrs some fool and invents a machine and it Knocks every
musician playing in moviss houses out of work, The !ltuphnn“ put
me out of making axtrs momey nights. The yltaphonss are good
but the people enjoyed themsslves firat the sama with silent plcturesa
end the misiec. Today when the young psonle go to dances they are not
satisfisd with cheap music. They want Fudy Valle or some other big
shot band, Although it's a lotta fun watching the new swing music
dances and misic I still think the old fashion dances werTa battar.
You kmow thers was something to 1t like the waltz. Tnuay{,{ all
you sea is s couple shake all over and no wonder whem they go in to
work in the morning there in a fog. When I was a young fellow, not
that I am very old mow, I usad to have a lot fun golng around singing
and to friends but you don't see that nowadays. I gusas everybody
just don't care anymore. Of course the depression is the fault.

#hen the pocket book 1s sick the whale body is sick also. You kmow
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they call this a depression. Well I think it is s aicknesas that

won't g0 mxmmEEx way., Ten years 1s a long tlme to suffer 1t seama

to ma that if the government wanted to stop it they could. Rot that
Roosevelt isn't a good oean becauss whoever get in there thinga will bea
the sams old story. The money men control everything and the uniona,
most of them are crocked. Of courss I believe in unions but most of
them don*t do anything for you whean you go out on atrike, And beaides
I think theres are t00 many unions. I think one big cme 1 tha beat.
That way wa are stropger and then tha peopla with :H't money can't
refuse. Eﬂr myself I liks short hours and good psy -- not because

it's ma, 'b;l.t I know my work and why shouldn't I demand mors monsy.
I.usad to quite good Jjoba, You know what I mean, jobs that pay

225 a week and that's suppossd t0 be good pay nowadsys because the

boss would refuse me & raises I'1l tell you something. When I firat
want to work for 0. F. Mossberg cn Bast 5t., they make these cheap
guns, I was getting 374 cents an bour and I know my business on
machines and I was doing good work but thes boss made ons mistaks,

ba told me I was doing very good ao that was my ulmnﬂlu to msk him for a
raiss and he saild == "well I lat you know,” I walted a few daya and asked
him mgain and I got it from 37k to 43 cents an hour, I waited = couple months
mora and asked for another raise and the bose took gas, but when

bhe saw that I was packing and meant business he gave it to me, I was
the cnly one in the shop getting 45 cents an hour -- knocking out about
220 & weak, It isn't that I am independent but a man should be paid
for what he's worth and I belisve that is the reason why the poor

peoples never gat anywhere., They're afraid to give themselves a puah,



Tou know this is the second time I am working for Mossberg
and noew I am getting 50 cents an hour more than anybody else in the
shop. Of course there are a lotta Polacks and grease balls working
there == and have been thers Tor years still working for 3% cents
an hour, Not me -- all I want out of life is a chance and I'll take
cara of rest. When I was on relief I pushed myself around and got
& Job., Of course, this le my way of dolng things and maybe I am
s little lucky. HNot severybody can get places —-- there's a friend
of mins who sent his son to Brown College in Providence, R.I., and
sverything looked bright and rosy for him — but look ot him today
ha is walking the strests and wishing to God that he hnd.:'-m-d a
trads.

It wasn't that way in the old days -- I mean about twenty-five
vears ago, Bducatlon was on top of ewverything. If a person didn"t
have an sducation those days he was classed as a laborer or a shop
worker but let me tell you when I sterted working some of the oldsr
Tellows knew a thing or two and could teach the collage boys many
things that ars not in the books. I b-l.h_n in education and I always
wish that I had ome == but today the man who know’ & trade, eapecially
s machinist trade is the baby theat can get along., Theres are no
depression for him and further sore how many of these college students
after they graduats get on the top? Let me tall you that when I
was on the WEA I met some of these college men working in the ditches

and damm glad to do 1t. 'l'ull_thil obrings us right back to wheare we
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started. It's just like a circle. Somebody is got the l:u:: and
we're all trying to get out. Supposs we get nut;t-hun what? We get
right in sgain. Becsuse the capltslist almost comtrols everything.
To-day if a person is getting along fine - elong comes something like
the depression or some screwy laws and down in the ditch you EC.
You know I don't want you to think I dom't like the way this country
1s running things - becauses I do. Believe me I would rather live
bere on the pay I'm getting then to live in Italy or any other
country for tem times the amount. At least I'm safe here and if I
yoll out loud and o0sll anyone & nams I don't have to duck bullets

or get out of the country faust. A friend of mine who went to Italy
on & vislt told me that Mussolini done & good job im Italy but he
sald that he noticed that all the pesople thers were tongue-tied and
afrald to say u.nLthin.g for fear that they might say something
WIOOE .« ?ﬂl,! say thet 1f its like thet, then Mussclini didn*t do

a good job because what good is t0 bulld & country and not have the
pecple frae.

Thia fellow Hitler is the same way. Only in Germany the
biggest troubls is the Jew. I don't know much about things over the
other side sc I cen't say much axgept this that this coumtry ought to
mind our cwn business and lst the rest of them go streight to hell.
There's too mach to be done here without fooling saround with Earope.

The other day I was downtown and I was looking at the styles
espegially at the hats the women wear. Boy what a kieck I get and
the lsugha. BSome of them lcok just like monkeys with those mmall
hats. #hat & change from the old days. I used to buy my wife a



$12.00 hot and it was so big thet she used it for an umbrella --
today everything is shrinking, even the dresses: I remember when

I was young all the boys used to stand oo the corner where a trolley
gar stopped and when a girl got on the tﬁlhr our eyes almost
popped out of our heads when we saw a girl's ankle in silk stockings.
How tlén have changed. Zvarything has shanged for that matter and
when we pass out of the pileture there'll be more changes. TYou koow

I don"t think all thess things would ochangs 1f 1t wamn't for thoeos
pew inventicns like the rTadio and a lot of other th_‘ln:a- I+ seams
the pecple just woke up. What I mean is that everything is brought
before the peovle today. The radio, the newspapers and there are
more magazines than befors and sven in the churches they ]Il-‘llﬂh

about everything and I think its a good idea. Of course the

churches always preach one thing thet is important and is money.

I usad to go to church ewery Sunday at the nine o'clock mass --

the sarly massas are the shortest -- well I dom'™t g0 any mOTre
becauss every Sunday it was the same old story about momey. It
peamed that the priest didn't like the idea of the pennies being
thrown into the Fasket -- he wanted silver. Well religion is
alright and I'm for it 100 per cent J_}lm’ii when peopls haven't got it--
how are thay going to give? ';_j.'l:ld lat me tell you mth;ﬂﬁ alsn,
thesa prissts and ministers ars getting along better now than in the
old days. I remember when they used to walk to places -- today

they ride in big cars. l-.'l.:lﬂthr den*t they walk and give the
expense of running these cars to the poor. I bet you think that

T don't believe in supporting the church =- wall I do but let those
of the church help too. My som goes to church every Sunday and I'm glad.



chance sxzcept those who are misers and are never satisfied if
they make 100 dollars a week. This other law ths Socinl Security I
believe iz the best. The only fault I find is that a man has to
reach the age of €5 before he can collect. I'all}hn many 4ot

; They tell you nowadays that a person lives longer - well they

| used to before this depression but hell today you wrr_rr your god
damn head off on how to mest both ends and thot makes your lifse
much shorter. You see what I mesn that this govermment wants
to do somsthing goed for the peonle and doas hm:;rda.m i‘l:jthujr
put strings to it. Tell me how many reach tha -g'a ef 657
Very few. Why the hell don't they Elve a parson a bresk and
say at 56 years ¢ld you should retire from work amd anjoy 1life
instead of waiting until he i1s almoat dead they glve him =
few dollaras a month. I think the whola shooting mateh ia wrong.
And unless we get the crooks and chiaslers out of 'luh:ngtnn_j
we'll remain the ssme. Nowadays isn*t like years ago. A family
could save and there was better opportunities. There wasn't the
luxury like today - not that I don't 1ike them - say who doasn*t
like 8 radio or alectriec ice Box and all the other things they
have today? But you ean't save anything and if there was thosa
things when I was young the old folks wouldn't have saved aither.
I like to come home and listen to some nise music and enjoy myaslf.
0f course some of these SODES ATE A8 screwy as a bed bug but its

good to hear them just the same. There's a lotta things I think



are sorewy. But i1ts alright with me. Take the women of
m-du::f besides wearing those funny pots on their hsads they
lock funnier with & cigarette between their 1lips. If thay only knaw
how stupid they look smoking maybe they wouldn*t smoke. lh;;l
don*t mkna maybe its because I never got the habit. I tried
onea befores but I can't see mo enjoyment inm it. g Driok is
alright if you den't make g pig out of yoursslf. I like to
drink averything - wine, besr, or -I‘E‘Elkﬂr’ but what s change
singe they tock the stuff away you don’t know what you're
drinking and oven 1f it has the government latel. PBesides the
stuff fsn*t aged encugh like in the old days. The beer today
is rushed right cut of the brewery and intoc your stomsck. That
was @ big mistake the government made with prohibition. They
had the cpportunity wher you fallows waere in France and they gave
you the business. Between us two I don't think prohibition would
have come if this country hed stayed out of war. And hiln is
something else I think the old time saloon were bettar reapected
places than the taverns of today. 411 you see nowadays 1ia young
punks getting a few shots in then and they want to show up the
town. '.'I'ull;, the war done that and I suprose if there was ancther
one there would be more changes. We go around in & circle.

Do you know whet they cught to have in this country =
a lottery. There's mors money going to the other side that thay
could use for the poor pecple here. In Italy today it is legal

to gamble qnd it helps to reduce texes. Almost all the other
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gountries have gambliing and I am willing to bet that thera'a
more gambling in this country than any other. I used to .g.mhlt
heavy myself and I atill do although I"ve cut down and only play
about 20 cents a week. I pever won anything but I got the habit
and I still play. Some pecple are very lucky they just buy one

tieket or play one number apd win and it's always those who
have planty.

#ell the kind of food I like is plain although some of our
dishes are very rich. I like Ameriean food t:'.:: but not to eat
avery day. You know there arTe moOre American peoples eating
Italion food mowadays than any Emdy alaa. Yearas ago when I
started in the shop everybody used to make fun of ocur food.

Today thess same people invite themselves in - eapecially when

it comes to spaghstti. 1 nka":'m:q- now and them. But in

other homes I noticed they hmr;. 2 or 5 end somatimessd timas a waak.
But I think ita to0 much apnd yet moat of the Italians are llmfl.i:h;rI
eapocially those that were borm over the other side. They didn't
gat soft sweet dessert and coffes but good old wine. But I am
satiafied with the food I get and I guess I lock well as my wife
is & good house wife cad besides my family i3 small sc that gives
us mere time to enjoy ocurselves. You know we're always golng

some plege. With me I like the shows. But I like good ploturss
with m ti_'ld- wast pieture now and then thrown in. What s differsnce
from the old picturesa and the ones of today. It's 1:;-1:1*.-1- now than

bafore. 4t least its more clearer and the talkies are better aven

though it threw me out of a job.
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I think Father Coughlin is very good. 4nd st losat
since he's ooma on the radic the people ars getting mora
educated on politica. T don't listen to him all the tige but
when I do I learn something. Some people don't like him but
he*s got the right stuff. 1 don"t know what good it does becauss
whan it comes to voting they vote wrong anyway. It's like svary-
thing else you can't satisfy everybody. With me well I am happy
I have a good home and I am getting mlong good mo why should I
kick. Some people have less then me and they gnt.‘ along.

Tou asked me what I think of thess unions. Well I said
before that uniona are alright if they drive the eroockas out and
basides I balieva in ome big union - whethar its the C.I1.0. or
what theay call it. I remsmber it was during the war it was the
I.%.¥. and they were a lotta bims. But the government took care
of them. The draft came and all of them were forged to raglater
and if any one got tough the government stuck a gun in his hand
and sent him to France. You kmow there's always a lotta men who

navar work aven in good timeas.
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