
You’re investing in arts, history and culture in Iowa
Your Gala support provides Iowans access to educational programs, exhibits and unique 
experiences at the State Historical Museum of Iowa and across the state.

Museum Exhibits
National award winning First in the Nation exhibit and other exhibits showcase artifacts 
and Iowa’s rich stories in the State Historical Museum of Iowa. Experience the museum’s 
new Iowa History 101 exhibits opening the evening of the Gala that will complement the 
companion traveling exhibit which will debut in 2017.

Traveling Exhibit
Launching in 2017, a new multi-media and artifact-based traveling exhibit themed Iowa 
History 101 will visit all 99 Iowa counties. The traveling exhibit will unpack some of the 
most fundamental and fascinating stories of who we are as Iowans, how we got here, 
and who we’ve become. 

School Break Programs 
Programming for children and families is offered throughout school breaks – spring, 
summer and winter – at the State Historical Museum. Upcoming winter programs will 
include hands-on art activities and interactive programs connecting visitors to Iowa’s 
winter traditions and the new Iowa History 101 exhibits.

National History Day in Iowa
This tremendous educational experience is coordinated by the State Historical Society 
of Iowa and positively impacts 8,000 elementary, middle and high school students that 
participate each year. State winners compete at the national contest and in June 2016, 
Iowa had seven students earn medals!

Historic Sites
Eight Historic Sites across Iowa, including the American Gothic House which inspired 
Grant Wood’s famous painting, provide Iowans with a unique glimpse into the past. 

Preserve Iowa Summit
The State Historical Society of Iowa’s State Historic Preservation Office coordinates this 
premier statewide annual conference where attendees learn how to discover, preserve, 
and enhance their communities’ unique history and sense of place. In September 2016, 
the summit was held in Davenport in partnership with the city of Davenport, Davenport 
Historic Preservation Commission and Preservation Iowa and had nearly 400 attendees.
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