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Historic Buildings and Landscapes 

Many historical societies and museums either operate within or are stewards of historic buildings and/or 
landscapes. Even if you do not operate a museum or historical society, but simply call an historic house 
home, preserving the characteristics that make your building or landscape significant involves careful 
planning, understanding how to treat historic materials, and attention to preventative maintenance. Further 
tips on caring for historic buildings and landscapes as well as information on the National Register of 
Historic Places, preservation tax incentives, grant funding, and technical assistance may be found below. For 
information on disaster planning, see the “Disaster Planning” toolkit. For further information on operating 
historic house museums or sites, see the “Historic House Museums and Sites” toolkit. 

 
Historic Buildings and Materials 

• National Park Service 
o Four Approaches to the Treatment of Historic Properties 
o Preservation Briefs: Guidance on the preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration of historic 

buildings and their materials as well as information on maintenance and lead paint. 
o Preservation Tech Notes: Guidance on a variety of topics involving the maintenance and 

preservation of historic materials. 
• National Trust for Historic Preservation: “Treatment of Flood-Damaged Older and Historic Buildings” 
• Trust for Architectural Easements: “Preserving by Prevention – Creating a Maintenance Plan” 

 
Weatherizing and Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings 

• Canadian Conservation Institute: “Closing a Museum for the Winter” 
• National Park Service 

o Preservation Brief 3: “Improving Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings”  
o Preservation brief 24: “Heating, Ventilating, and Cooling Historic Buildings—Problems and 

Recommended Approaches” 
o “Weatherizing and Improving the Energy Efficiency of Historic Buildings” 

 
Historic Landscapes and Gardens 

• National Park Service 
o Guide to Developing a Preservation Maintenance Plan for a Historic Landscape 
o Olmstead Center for Landscape Preservation 

 “Preservation Maintenance” 
 “Replacing Trees in Cultural Landscapes” 

o “Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes”  
o Preservation Brief 36: Protecting Cultural Landscapes: Planning, Treatment and Management of 

Historic Landscapes 
• Traditional Building: “The Challenges of Preserving Historic Gardens” 

mailto:local.history@iowa.gov
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/47-maintaining-exteriors.htm#foundation
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/37-lead-paint-hazards.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/tech-notes.htm
http://forum.savingplaces.org/HigherLogic/System/DownloadDocumentFile.ashx?DocumentFileKey=0a57fa53-ebf2-90d5-205e-c1d7e8732ca2
http://architecturaltrust.org/preservation-by-prevention-creating-a-maintenance-plan/
https://www.canada.ca/en/conservation-institute/services/conservation-preservation-publications/canadian-conservation-institute-notes/closing-museum-winter.html
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/3-improve-energy-efficiency.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/24-heat-vent-cool.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/24-heat-vent-cool.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/sustainability/energy-efficiency/weatherization.htm
https://www.nps.gov/oclp/Guide%20to%20Developing%20a%20Preservation%20Maintenance%20Plan%20for%20an%20Historic%20Landscape.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/oclp/pres_main.htm
https://www.nps.gov/oclp/Clippings.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four-treatments/landscape-guidelines/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/36-cultural-landscapes.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/36-cultural-landscapes.htm
https://www.traditionalbuilding.com/features/preserving-historic-gardens
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Grant Funding and Fundraising 

• Iowa Barn Foundation: "Barn Preservation Awards, Grants, Programs, Funds, and Taxes” 
• Preservation Directory: “Grant Funding & Sources” 
• Main Street Iowa: “Funding Opportunities for Downtowns” 
• National Trust for Historic Preservation: “Grant Programs” 
• National Park Service: “Historic Preservation Fund Grants” 
• Sacred Places: “Fundraising Guide” 
• State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa 

o Certified Local Government Grant Program 
o County School Grant Program 
o Historical Resource Development Program Grants 

 
National Register, Tax Incentives, and Technical Assistance 

• State Historic Preservation Office of Iowa 
o National Register of Historic Places 
o Tax Incentives 
o Technical Advisory Network 

 
 
 

http://www.iowabarnfoundation.org/awards_and_grants.htm
http://www.preservationdirectory.com/PreservationGeneralResources/GrantsFundingSources.aspx
https://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/programDetails?pid=104&ppid=101
https://savingplaces.org/grants#.Wo25O6inGUk
https://www.nps.gov/preservation-grants/index.html
http://www.sacredplaces.org/tools-research/fundraising-guide
https://iowaculture.gov/about-us/about/grants/certified-local-government-grant-program
https://iowaculture.gov/about-us/about/grants/country-school-grant-program
https://iowaculture.gov/about-us/about/grants/historical-resource-development-program
https://iowaculture.gov/history/preservation/national-register-historic-places
https://iowaculture.gov/history/preservation/tax-incentives
https://iowaculture.gov/history/preservation/education-and-outreach/technical-assistance
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