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the United States commencing on the 1st day of October, 1814, and ending on the 30th day of September, 18,” U.S. Treasury Department,
1818. Courtesy of Library of Congress



Trinidadians Sorting Cocoa Pods, 1900

“Trinidad -- sorting cocoa beans plantation,” Bain News Service, 1900. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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“Drying cocoa, one of the industries of Dominica, [British] West Indies [one of the Windward Islands],” ca. 1906. Courtesy of Library of
Congress
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The North American Free Trade zone is the biggest economic region in the world, with a regional
market of more than 480 million consumers and a GDP of $21.1 trillion (USD). NAFTA enables the
U.S., working together with our North American partners, to compete effectively against other
regions of the world.

At ABI and the Greater Des Moines Partnership, we are working hard to ensure NAFTA continues to
provide economic opportunity for lowans and the United States as a whole. We urge lowans to call
on those charged with negotiating NAFTA to make changes as necessary, while preserving
elements that provide market access and economic growth opportunities.

Jay Byers is CEO of the Greater Des Moines Partnership.
Mike Ralston is president of the lowa Association of Business and Industry.

Byers, Jay and Mike Ralston, “Why Des Moines and lowa business leaders support NAFTA,” The Des
Moines Register, 7 February 2018. Courtesy of The Des Moines Register
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Chart of NAFTA Pros and Cons
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NAFTA's Pros May Outweigh Its Cons
NAFTA's disadvantages are significant. Can anything justify the loss of entire industries
in New York or Michigan? Worker mistreatment in the United States or in the
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