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Since its earliest days as part of the United States, lowa has a long history of being a destination for those from
other countries to find a new home. Such newcomers are called immigrants. A special class of those are people
fleeing wars, persecution or other dangers from their former homes. These immigrants are termed “refugees.” Like
the larger class of immigrants, lowa has confronted both the challenges and opportunities of accepting new arrivals
as permanent residents.

Early Refugees in the United States

In the 19th century, there were few restrictions on traveling to America. While most Mormons were not from foreign
countries, thousands of Latter Day Saints made their way across southern lowa when they were forced out of their
homes in Nauvoo, Illinois, following the assassination of their leader Joseph Smith. Most did not stay but

continued their trek across the Great Plains to Utah. During the same years, many German families were arriving in
the Mississippi River towns of Davenport, Clinton and Dubuque. Conservative governments in the German states
were threatening those who had participated in revolutions or who advocated for greater democracy. In response,
many migrated to the Midwest and created strong pockets of German culture. Irish families facing starvation when
the potato beetle destroyed the staple of the Irish diet arrived in lowa to start new lives. Religious and political
persecution in the Netherlands and Hungary also led to refugee flights to lowa.

Poverty and persecution continued to propel European populations to seek new homes. Until the end of the 19th
century, most immigrants to lowa had come from northern European countries, especially Germany, Ireland,
Scandinavia and the British Isles. However, in the 1890s and for some 30 years after, southern and eastern Europe
immigration rapidly increased. Because free or cheap lands had already been settled, most of these arrivals headed
for the cities in the eastern states. While they might not have been under immediate threats, poverty and the lack
of opportunity had motivated them to seek new homes. In lowa, Czechs, Italians, Croats, Welsh, British and Swedes
entered the coal mines.

Post-WWI Displaced Persons

A new term emerged in the American vocabulary following World War I: “Displaced Persons.” The DPS, as they were
called, had been in the path of invading armies, sometimes facing starvation when crops or other livelihoods were
destroyed. Americans welcomed some, but there were those who feared that the numbers of newcomers were
changing the face of the nation. In 1923, a Federal Immigration Act put strict quotas on the numbers of immigrants
from southern and eastern European countries and barred Asian and other non-white races from entering the
country.

In the 1960s, civil wars and other disruptions forced many to flee their homes. In the early 1970s, lowa Governor
Robert Ray took a courageous stand to begin a resettlement program for Vietnamese and Laotian families who had
been caught up in those nations’ conflicts. He encouraged churches and other social agencies to sponsor refugee
families and help them learn the language and culture and get jobs. Bosnian refugees to lowa later received local
assistance when they needed to get away from genocides in their homelands as did refugees from several African
countries.

Present-Day Immigration Debate

In most of the cases above, the refugees arrived through legal channels established by Congress. The immigrant
problem of today centers around those who cross America’s borders illegally and sometimes live here for years
without proper identification. Many have fled poverty or violence, especially from Mexico and Central America, and
have applied as refugees. A particular problem concerns those whose parents brought them here as children and
the United States is the only country they have ever known. Should they be allowed to remain or does that
encourage others to challenge immigration restrictions? As long as the United States becomes a target for those
seeking a better life, the nation will have to establish laws for who can live here, whether as immigrants or refugees.
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How has America helped refugees in the past?

Sewing Class for Refugee Students in Mt. Ayr, lowa, 1918 (Image)

Junior Red Cross Members in Des Moines, lowa, Packing Sweaters for War Refugees, between 1942 and
1943 (Image)

900,000 Plus, Arab Refugees” Newspaper Article, December 7, 1957 (Document)

“Refugees - Indochina Status Report” by President Gerald Ford, April 3, 1975 (Document)

Memo from Daniel Parker to Theodore Marrs about Airlift of Viethamese Children, April 3, 1975
(Document)

Vietnamese Babies in Carriers on an Airplane to America, April 5, 1975 (Image)

lowa Governor Robert Ray’'s Congressional Hearing Testimony about Refugee Legislation, May 24, 1979
(Document)

Resolution of the Republican Governors Association Regarding Cambodia, November 20, 1979
(Document)

Cambodia Crisis Campaign Magazine Advertisement, Date Unknown (Document)

What has been Americans’ attitude towards refugees?

“Local Citizens Will Sponsor Vacations for Refugees,” Newspaper Article, July 3, 1940 (Document)
“Greenbelt Greets Refugee Visitors” Newspaper Article, July 25, 1940 (Document)

“Refugees Days Full While in Greenbelt” Newspaper Article, August 1, 1940 (Document)

Memo from E.L. Colton to lowa Governor Robert Ray about Cuban Refugees, May 7, 1980 (Document)
Letter from Mrs. Stuhr to lowa Governor Robert Ray about Tai Dam Refugees, May 13, 1980 (Document)
Letter from Mrs. Knode to lowa Governor Robert Ray about Tai Dam Refugees, May 22, 1980 (Document)

What are the possible risks associated with helping refugees?

President Gerald Ford’s Condolence Letter to Sgt. Kenneth Nance's Parents, May 2, 1975 (Document)
H.R.5816 - To Suspend, and Subsequently Terminate, the Admission of Certain Refugees, July 14, 2016
(Document)

President Donald Trump’s Executive Order about Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States, March 6,
2017 (Document)

International Committee of the Red Cross Memo for Foreign Workers near Thai-Cambodian Border, Date
Unknown (Document)

*Printable Image and Document Guide

Women'’s Refugee Commission: This website is for the Women's Refugee Commission, an organization that works
to improve the lives and protect the rights of women, children and youth displaced by conflict and crisis. This
nonprofit is a leading expert on the needs of refugee women and children.

“I Am Syria” Campaign: This nonprofit media campaign website seeks to educate the world of the Syrian Conflict.
This website includes video, pictures and articles to inform the public about the atrocities and human rights abuses
occurring in the present-day Syria.

“Internally Displaced People” ICRC Website: This online resource focuses on the work to help “internally
displaced people” through the International Committee of the Red Cross.
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Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Class in sewing for refugee children, Mt. Ayr, lowa public school,” 1918

Description
This photograph was taken in Mt. Ayr, located in southeast lowa, in 1918. The image shows refugees from Europe
taking part in a sewing class.

Text-Dependent Questions

Look closely at the setting of this photo. In what type of building are these people located?
Why would refugees from Europe be taught the skill of sewing?
Why would lowans help these refugees and teach them usable skills?

Citation Information
“Class in sewing for refugee children, Mt. Ayr, lowa public school,” 1918. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Des Moines, lowa. Members of the Junior Red Cross packing children’s sweaters
for war refugees,” between 1942 and 1943

Description
This photograph shows two young junior members of the American Red Cross in Des Moines, lowa. The two childen
are packing clothing for refugees during World War II.

Text-Dependent Questions
Based on the evidence in the image, where are these children from, and what organization do they appear to be
helping?
What are these young children doing?
Why would young Americans, like these two children from lowa, help refugees?

Citation Information
“Des Moines, lowa. Members of the Junior Red Cross packing children’s sweaters for war refugees,” between 1942
and 1943. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Courtesy of Library of Congress, “900,000 Plus, Arab Refugees’ Hebrews, Christians Attention,” The Detroit Tribune,
7 December 1957

Description

This small featured piece in The Detroit Tribune is calling on the “Hebrews” to help aid the 900,000+ Arab refugees.
The article is asking for $100.00 in aid from sympathetic readers.

Transcript of “900,000 Plus, Arab Refugees” Newspaper Article

Printable Excerpt of “900,00 Plus, Arab Refugees” Newspaper Article

Text-Dependent Questions

According to the document, why should people give to refugees? How much is The Detroit Tribune pledging?
What does the document claim refugees need more of than financial aid? Why would refugees, who have been
displaced, have strong feelings towards other groups of people?

Citation Information

900,000 Plus, Arab Refugees’ Hebrews, Christians Attention,” The Detroit Tribune, 7 December 1957. Courtesy of
Library of Congress
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~
FOR RELEASE AT 12 noon PDT APRIL 3, 1975
3 pm EDT

Office of the White House Press Secretary
(San Diego, California)

THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

We are seeing a great human tragedy as untold numbers of Vietnamese
flee the North Vietnamese onslaught. The United States has been doing
and will continue to do its utmost to assist these people.

I have directed all available naval ships to stand off Indochina to do whatever
is necessary to assist. We have appesled to the United Nations to use its
moral influence to permit these innocent people to leave, and we call on
North Vietnam to permit the movement of refugees to areas of their choice.

While Thave been in Californis I have been spending many hours on the
refugee problem and our humanitarian efforts. Ihave directed that money
from a $2 million special foreign aid child s fund be made ilable to
fly 2,000 South Vietnamese orphans to the United States as soon as possible.

I have also directed American officials in Saigon to act immediately to cut
red tape and these children from coming
to the United States.

Thave directed that C-5A planes and other aircraft, especially oquipped

to care for these orphans during the flight, be sent to Saigon. I expect

the flights to begin within the next 36 to 48 hours. These orphans will be
flown to Travis Air Force Base and other bases on the West Coast and cared
for there,

These 2,000 Vietnamese orphans are all in the process of being adopted by
American families.
This is the least we can do, and we will do much, much more.

] # ¥

Courtesy of Ford Museum and Library, Ford, Gerald, “April 3, 1975: Statement by the President,” 3 April 1975

Description

This document is President Gerald Ford's statement to the press. In it he says, “We are seeing a great human
tragedy as untold numbers of Vietnamese flee the North Vietnamese onslaught. The United States has been doing
and will continue to do its utmost to assist these people.” He also authorizes the release of funds to airlift 2,000
Vietnamese orphans to the United States.

Transcription of President Gerald Ford's “Refugees - Indochina Status Report”

Text-Dependent Questions

This statement was given by President Ford. Summarize this document and explain what the President is hoping
to achieve.

What evidence is there in the document that the United States is working to help get refugees from Vietnam to
safety? What is the $2 million special foreign aid children’s fund being used to do?

What does the president want American officials in Saigon to do in order to speed up the process of getting
refugee children out of Vietham? Why would this be important?

Citation Information

Ford, Gerald, “April 3, 1975: Statement by the President,” 3 April 1975. Courtesy of Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Library & Museum
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DEFARTMENT OF STATE

AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
WASHINGTON

THE ADMINISTIATOR PR3 1g75

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE THEODORE C. MARRS
Specxal Assistant to the President |
r Human Resources

The Whlte House

SUBJECT: A.I.D. Efforts to Airlift Vietnamese Orphans to
the United States

LtamarrrET PEECTRERy— e et A.1.D. is working with
the Republic of Vietnam to expedite transportation to the
United States for about 2,000 Vietnamese orphans now in
Saigon. I have directed that funds from a $2 millian
children's assistance allocation be used to airlift them
in suitable and safe aircraft as soon as possible, and

that the USAID Mission in Saigon move immediately to cut
through any red tape or bureaucratic obstacles.

These orphans are now in the custody of licensed adoption
agencics operating in Vietnam. They were already in the
process of adoption by American families living in various
parts of the United States. Those few who do not have
families arranged will be placed with families now on
waiting lists of the agencies.

We do not now nced foster care homes or additional spon-
soring families. Adoption agencics involved which have
U.S. offices will be contacting the prospective parents.

Inquiries from families in the U.S. who are in the proccss
of adopting Vietnamese children should be made to
appropriate adoption agencies. (A list is Attached)

Courtesy of Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library & Museum, Parker, Daniel, “Memo for Theodore Marrs,” 3 April 1975

Description

This memo is from Daniel Parker to Theodore Marrs, the special assistant to the U.S. president for human
resources. Parker, who works in the State Department's Agency for International Development, recommended the
release of funds to begin airlifting 2,000 Vietnamese children in “safe and suitable” aircraft.

Transcript of Daniel Parker’'s Memo to Theodore Marrs

Text-Dependent Questions

How is A.l.D. assisting with refugee children in Vietnam?

What can these children expect when they arrive in the United States?

Compare this document to the statement given by President Ford on the same day. What is similar between
the documents? What is different? Why would this document go into more detail about what specifically will
happen with the children?

Citation Information

Parker, Daniel, “Memo for Theodore Marrs,” 3 April 1975. Courtesy of Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library &
Museum
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Courtesy of Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library & Museum, “Vietnamese Babies in their Carriers,” 5 April 1975

Description

This photograph shows Vietnamese babies and small children aboard an airplane bound for the United States as
part of Operation Babylift, which was the name given to the mass evacuation of children from South Vietnam to the
U.S. and other countries at the end of the Vietnam War.

Text-Dependent Questions
After looking at the photo, refer to the statement by President Ford and the memo from Daniel Parker.
What is happening in this image? Use evidence from the documents to support your answer.
Why would America help refugees, like these children, in the past?

Citation Information
“Viethamese Babies in their Carriers,” 5 April 1975. Courtesy of Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library & Museum
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Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979

Description

STATEMENT OF HONORABLE ROBERT D. RAY, GOVERNOR OF
IOWA; accompanied by JOYCE SAVALE, JAMES JORDAN,
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO HONORABLE WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN,
GOVERNOR OF MICHIGAN, and KENNETH QUINN.

Mr. Leach. Thank you. |

Madam Chairwoman, I am very pleased to introduce to the |
subcommittee Governor Ray. Iowa has the most comprehensive
and probably successful refugee program of any state in the
country. This past January I had the privilege to visit
Northeast Thailand and met many of those from whose groups
the majority of refugees in Iova come. I visited particularly |
five or six families who were making final preparations to
come to Iowa.

On behalf of the state and governor, I conveyed to these
families our respect for their goals and the state of Iowa's
desire to help. I will never forget the statement of one of
the leaders who said, "Yes, Governor Ray, I hear good things
about him from my cousin in Des Moines."

I would like to stress that people around the world are
hearing good things about Governor Robert Ray. He is the senior
elected administrative leader in America today. He's combined
a unique blend of fiscal conservatism with basic human
compassion.

Not only has he taken the lead in the governors'

conferences in the refugee issue, he's taken the lead on the

The source is a transcription of lowa Governor Robert Ray's speech in front of the U.S. House of Representatives'’
subcommittee on Immigration, Refugees and International Law in 1979. Ray spoke on his feelings of moral

obligation for resettling Tai Dam refugees in lowa, as well as the keys to success of the program.

Full Transcript of Gov. Robert Ray’'s Congressional Hearing Testimony

Transcribed Excerpt from Gov. Robert Ray’s Congressional Hearing Testimony

Text-Dependent Questions

What opinions did other government leaders hold about Governor Robert Ray and lowa'’s refugee resettlement?
Why might that help with other state’s decisions to resettle refugees?
According to Governor Ray, what two goals were achieved when resettling the Tai Dam people in lowa? Why did
Ray feel these goals were important to the Tai Dam and to lowa?
Governor Ray mentions that the Tai Dam people are “... contributing members of our society, paying taxes and
earning their own way. These people have become productive, contributing members of our society, paying
taxes and earning their own way.” Why might this be an important point to mention if other states were

considering rehoming refugees?
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RESOLUTION OF THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION
REGARDING CAMBODIA

By Governor Robert D. Ray of lowa

WHEREAS, as many as two million Cambodians may have perished
over the past four years due to the policies of the
former Communist government; and

WHEREAS, another two million face possible starvation from the
famine that may result from the fighting between
Vietnamese and Cambodian forces; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of thousands of refugees inside Thailand and

along the Thai-Cambodian border are in need of food
and medicine; and

\o/ WHEREAS, the authorities in Phnom Penh have refused to open a
land route into Cambodia from Thailand over which
needed assistance could reach these innocent people
who are suffering;

NOW, THEREFORE, We the Republican Governors assembled do hereby

EXPRESS support for the efforts of our government to

provide food, medicine and other assistance to
the Cambodian people;

URGE the authorities in Phnom Penh to open a land route
from Thailand into Cambodia to allow supplies
to move expeditiously to those people most in need;

COMMEND the government of Thailand for its willingness to
adnit refugees into its country;

ENCOURAGE the American people to have compassion for the
of these unfortunate refugees and to give
generously to appeals by religious and private
organizations in the United States on behalf of
them.

Unanimously adopted November 20, 1979 at the Annual Winter
\U Conference in Austin, Texas.

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 20 November 1979

Description

This document is of the resolution passed by the Republican Governors Association regardir_wg.a rising
humanitarian crisis in Cambodia in 1979. In the resolution, the Republican Governqrs Association states th_at they
support the efforts of the U.S. government to provide food, medicine and other assistance to the Cambodian
people.

Transcript of the Republican Govenors Association Resolution about Cambodia

Text-Dependent Questions

Governor Robert Ray was part of a group of governors that represented other states within the United Stgtes.
As part of this group, Ray wrote this resolution. What are the goals of this resolution? What reasons are given
for why this resolution was written? .

Why would Governor Ray want this document be recognized by other state gov.er.nor.s? n
What does this resolution encourage the American people to do? What does this indicate about America’s
efforts to help refugees?
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INREIJGEECAW‘SIN SPREADS, PEOPLE ARE DYIN(
QNEDOuARm)MYOUCANHEPGqANGEn-WSETmNG&mDOu.ARCANKNG
PPOUNDS OF RICE. ENOUGH FOR 13 PEOPLE FORONE DAY. YOURDOLLAR CAN BUY SEEDS FOR
PLANTING. OR SIMPLE TOOLS. SO THE PEOPLE CANTILL THEIROWN LAND AGAIN. AND REPLACE
‘THE PRIDE THAT WAS LOST.
 DOLLAR WILL HELP BREATHE LIFE INTO A COUNTRY RAVAGED BY WAR, FAMINE,

NOW A NATI NWDEEFFOKNSUNDERWAYWW}GEPQ\MBOMAFROMDYING

AGENCY OF YOUR CHOICE AND MAIL TO THE NATIONAL CAMBODIA CRISIS COMMITTEE.
'YOURDOLLAR HAS THE POWER TO HELP KEEP AN ENTIRE NATION FROM DYING. WHEN HAS
ONE DOLLAR EVER BEEN WORTH SO MUCH?

YOUR DO%CELESS.

_ THENATIONAL CAMBODIA CRISIS COMMITTEE, PO, BOX 242, WASHINGTON, DC 20044

MAJOR PARTICIPATING AGENCIES: AEFUCAN FUENDS SERVICE ANERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRBUTION

oI AN GRS RN RIS COTES AR O cod A A IOL el 1f SRS

S SERGTONO I PO ROV FEAGH KGOS, | ITEMATONA SR COMMUTEE (OO 100D
S OB - GHETON CAUORIA

SEMMERCA - TE SOV © SNEE Gl
DRENFEDIRATION - SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST WOR SERVICE 0. GOVRRTEE FOR WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL
" YMCA INTERNATIONAL DIVISION.

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, National Cambodia Crisis Committee, Date Unknown

Description

This magazine advertisment was created by The National Cambodia Crisis Committee and states that “Your Dollar
Will Help Keep A People From Dying.” In the crisis campaign ad, the committee is asking for funding to help starving
Cambodians they say are trapped in Thai refugee camps.

Transcript of the Cambodia Crisis Campaign Magazine Advertisement

Text-Dependent Questions

What is the purpose of the poster?

Describe what the poster says about the crisis in Cambodia. Why would the National Cambodia Crisis
Committee use such strong and emotive language?

According to the poster, what can $1 do for the Cambodian people? Why would the National Cambodia Crisis
Committee illustrate the benefits of a $1 donation, rather than $10, $20 or $50?

Refer to Resolution of Republican Governors Association Regarding Cambodia. How does this
advertisement help to illustrate the points of the resolution?
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Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Local Citizens Will Sponsor Vacations for Refugees,” Greenbelt Cooperator, 3 July
1940

Description

This article from the Greenbelt Cooperator, a newspaper in Greenbelt, Maryland, highlighted a new program from
the National Refugee Service that will start in Greenbelt with the arrival of 15 refugee children for two weeks from
late July to early August in 1940.

Transcript of “Local Citizens Will Sponsor Vacations for Refugees” Newspaper Article

Printable Excerpt of “Local Citizens Will Sponsor Vacations for Refugees” Newspaper Article

Text-Dependent Questions

What is the central idea of this article? What does the author want the reader to know and understand?
According to the article, what is the goal of the vacation for the refugee children? Why would this goal be
important?

How does this article reflect American’s attitudes towards refugees?

Citation Information

“Local Citizens Will Sponsor Vacations for Refugees,” Greenbelt Cooperator, 3 July 1940. Courtesy of Library of
Congress
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GREENBELT @4 (00PERATOR

EEEN
GREENBELT GREETS REFUGEE VISITORS

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Greenbelt Greets Refugee Visitors,” Greenbelt Cooperator, 25 July 1940

Description

This article from the Greenbelt Cooperator, a newspaper in Greenbelt, Maryland, and features 15 refugee children
who came to the town. The children were between eight and 12 years old and they came Prussia, Vienna,
Nuremberg, Frankfort and Breslau. The children were selected by the American Friends Service, Committee for
Christian Refugees, Committee for Catholic Refugees and the National Refugee Service.

Transcript of “Greenbelt Greets Refugee Visitors” Newspaper Article

Printable Excerpt of “Greenbelt Greets Refugee Visitors” Newspaper Article

Text-Dependent Questions

After reading this article, refer to the Local Citizens will Sponsor Vacations for Refugees. How does this follow
up article address the goals outlined in the July 3, 1940, article?

Under the heading “Anxious to Learn American Ways,” what lessons will the refugees receive to help them
transition into life in America? Why might these lessons help the children to learn more about American culture?
Why might this article highlight the background of two families and their initial struggles in America?

Citation Information
“Greenbelt Greets Refugee Visitors,” Greenbelt Cooperator, 25 July 1940. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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GREENBELT
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REFUGEES DAYS FULL WHILE GCS AGENDA TO BE FULL
- G FOR QUARTERLY MEETING

LOCAL TALENT SHOW
TO BENEFIT RED CROSS

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “Refugees Days Full While in Greenbelt,” Greenbelt Cooperative, 1 August 1940

Description

This article was published in the Greenbelt Cooperator, a newspaper in Greenbelt, Maryland. Fifteen refugee children
from Europe were visiting Greenbelt for the summer, and the article covered some of the many activities the
children were involved in while they were in America, such as learning how to play baseball and to swim.

Transcript of “Refugees Days Full While in Greenbelt” Newspaper Article

Printable Excerpt of “Refugees Days Full While in Greenbelt” Newspaper Article

Text-Dependent Questions

What evidence is there in the text to support the claim that the refugee children like it in America? How does the
author describe the children? Why might these factors be important aspects to highlight in the newspaper?
After reading this article, refer to Local Citizens will Sponsor Vacations for Refugees and Greenbelt Greets

Refugee Visitors.
This is the third article written about this topic. How does each article demonstrate the attitude of American’s

toward these refugees?

Citation Information
“Refugees Days Full While in Greenbelt,” Greenbelt Cooperative, 1 August 1940. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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]\l[ 1 from
. E. L. Colton -
Atto:nex itfiiw 4
101 Executive Plaza Bldg., Cedar Rapids, Iowa
52402

(319) 393-9330

Honorable Robert Ray, Governer
Capitol Building
Des Moines, IA

WED MAY 7,1980
Re: Cuban Refugees

Dear Governor Ray:

I gave money to help the Vietnam refugees and
would like to have the same opportunity to
help the Cuban refugees. I urge you to initiaf

an effort for the Cuban refugees similar to
that you promoted for the Vietnam refugees.

Respectfully yours,

Eldor L. Colton

ELC/bay

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Colton, E.L., 7 May 1980

Description

This document is a memo from attorney E.L. Colton to lowa Governor Robert Ray. In the memo, Colton said that he
gave money to Vietnam refugees and that he would like to do the same for Cuban refugees who were being
persecuted under Fidel Castro's regime.

Transcript of E.L. Colton’s Memo to lowa Governor Robert Ray

Text-Dependent Questions

When was this document written, and who was it addressed to? What is this citizen's thoughts about Cuban
refugees coming to lowa? Provide evidence from the memo.

What does this memo demonstrate about how E.L. Colton feels about how Governor Robert Ray handled the
resettlement of the Tai Dam people?
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May 13, 1980

Govenor Robert D. Ray
Terrace Hill
Des Moines, Iowa 50312

If a vote of the Iowa people could be taken we would bet that over 90% of the
Iowa people would dissapprove of the boat people in Iowa to be supported by
our tax dollars.

Lets hope you do not bring the Cubans heker They should not even be brought into
the United States. We can feel sorry for them but we have enough of our own to
care for, If we can't help them in thier own country than it is just too bad.

If we have so much money to feed these people than why not relieve the tax
burden for the middle class working people.

I can see why a lot of our good young people do not want to sign up for the
draft. If war should break out why should they defend these foreigners.

Lets start to take care of our own-I am 65 and have to continue to work and
at that I can barely make ends meet. Thank God I still have my health.

Sincerely,
Mrs. John Stuhr

3519 Ave. B
Co. Bluffs, Ia 51501

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 13 May, 1980

Description

This letter is from lowan Mrs. John Stuhr to lowa Governor Robert Ray in 1980. Stuhr is from Council Bluffs, and she

is writing the governor to express her disapproval of the state’s support of southeast Asian refugee resettlement in
lowa.

Transcript of Mrs. Stuhr’s Letter to lowa Governor Robert Ray

Text-Dependent Questions

When was this document written, and who was it addressed to? What is this citizen's thoughts about Cuban
refugees coming to lowa? Provide evidence from the memo.

What arguments does this letter writer raise about money spent on refugees? Why are these arguments
important to her?

What does the writer of this memo say about the Cubans? Compare this to the memo from E.L. Colton.
Discuss why lowans and Americans can have different points of view about refugees.
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Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 22 May 1980

Description
This letter was written by lowan Mrs. Ronald Knode to lowa Governor Robert Ray in 1980. In the letter, Knode
disapproved of the state’s resettlement of Tai Dam refugees.

Transcript of Mrs. Knode's Letter to lowa Governor Robert Ray

Text-Dependent Questions
When was this document written, and who was it addressed to? What is this citizen’s argument against allowing

refugees to settle in lowa?
How does this citizen propose taxpayer money be used instead of supporting refugees? Why does she believe

these are more important ways to spend taxpayer money?
Compare this to the letter from Mrs. Stuhr and the memo from E.L. Colton. Using examples from each letter,

explain the differing attitudes of Americans toward refugees and the reasons why.
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President Gerald Ford’s Condolence Letter to Sgt. Kenneth Nance’s
Parents, May 2, 1975

EXEC A
e 15 ND 842/ N

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Nance:

I have M'BI[MWIBINMOl
your son, Sergeant Kenneth E. Nance.

I realize that words alone are of little comfort
in so grest a loss. Your som will be remembered
as a dedicated American who faced the dangors
of his profession 8o that other people might have
the opportunity to live in the freedom we enjoy.
His dedication to freedom will inspire other men
to & sew appreciation of its blessings and provide
a mew determination to enjoy them.

Mrs, Ford and 1 want you to know that you and
your loved ones are in our thoughts and in our
hearts. ‘e pray that the eternal respect and
gratitude your som has so tragically earned

will sustain and comiort you in the days ahead.

Sincerely,

GERALD R. FORD

Mr. and Mrs. Harold £, Nance
1274 East Mendocino Street
Altadens, Califorais 91001

AFMPC/DPMSC

Colonel Gratch o
Lt Colonel Murphy ﬂ g

L

v

Courtesy of Ford Museum and Library, Ford, Gerald, Ford, Gerald, 2 May 1975

Description

This condolence letter from President Gerald Ford was written to the parents of Army Sgt. Kenneth E. Nance, who
was killed in a plane crash while attempting to evacuate refugees from Vietnam.

Transcript of President Gerald Ford’s Condolence Letter to the Parents of Sgt. Kenneth Nance

Text-Dependent Questions

» President Ford wrote this letter to Army Sergeant Kenneth E. Nance's family. Sergeant Nance was killed in a
plane crash while attempting to evacuate refugees from Vietnam. Why would President Ford write a letter to

this family?
» Refer to President Ford's Refugees - Indochina Report. What are benefits and drawbacks with helping
refugees?

Citation Information
Ford, Gerald, 2 May 1975. Courtesy of Ford Museum and Library
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114711 CONGRESS
525 1, R. 5816
.R.

Courtesy of U.S. Congress, “H.R.5816 - To suspend, and subsequently terminate, the admission of certain
refugees...” 14 July 2016

Description

This U.S. House resolution, which was passed July 14, 2016, called for the suspension, and subsequent
terminatation of the admission of certain refugees in to the United States. The resolution, also titled, “Resettlement
Accountability National Security Prioritization Act of 2016,” looked to scurtinize and deny admission into the U.S. for
foreign nationals from some specific countries, such as Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Syria and Yemen.

Transcript of H.R. 5816

Text-Dependent Questions

What is the intent of the bill? From what countries does the bill exclude refugees? What does this bill imply
about refugees from these countries?

Why would the bill request a “Report On The Cost Of Providing Benefits To Refugees,” with the eight different
points?

Citation Information

“H.R.5816 - To suspend, and subsequently terminate, the admission of certain refugees, to examine the impact on
the national security of the United States of admitting refugees, to examine the costs of providing benefits to such
individuals, and for other purposes,” 14 July 2016. Courtesy of U.S. Congress
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EXECUTIVE ORDERS

Executive Order Protecting The Nation From
Foreign Terrorist Entry Into The United

States
NATIONAL SECURITY & DEFENSE

Issued on: March 6, 2017

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States
of America, including the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), 8 US.C. 1101 et seq., and
section 301 of title 3, United States Code, and to protect the Nation from terrorist activities by
foreign nationals admitted to the United States, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy and Purpose. (a) It s the policy of the United States to protect ts citizens from
terrorist attacks, including those committed by foreign nationals. The screening and vetting
protocols and procedures associated with the visa-issuance process and the United States
Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) play a crucial role in detecting foreign nationals who
‘may commit, aid, or support acts of terrorism and in preventing those individuals from entering
the United States. It is therefore the policy of the United States to improve the screening and
Vetting protocols and procedures associated with the visa-issuance process and the USRAP.

(b) On January 27, 2017, to implement this policy, I issued Executive Order 13769 (Protecting
the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States)

(i) Among other actions, Executive Order 13769 suspended for 90 days the entry of certain aliens
from seven countries: Iran, Irag, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen. These are countries
that had already been identified as presenting heightened concerns about terrorism and travel to
the United States. Specifically, the suspension applied to countries referred to in, or designated
under, section 217(a)(12) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1187(a)(12), in which Congress restricted use of
the Visa Waiver Program for nationals of, and aliens recently present in, (A) Iraq or Syria, (B)
any country designated by the Secretary of State as a state sponsor of terrorism (currently Iran,
Syria, and Sudan), and (C) any other country designated as a country of concer by the Secretary
of Homeland Security, in consultation with the Secretary of State and the Director of National
Intelligence. In 2016, the Secretary of Homeland Security designated Libya, Somalia, and
Yemen as additional countries of concer for travel purposes, based on consideration of three
statutory factors related to terrorism and national security: “(I) whether the presence of an alien
in the country or area increases the likelihood that the alien is a credible threat to the national
security of the United States; (II) whether a foreign terrorist organization has a significant

Courtesy of White House, “Executive Order Protecting The Nation From Foreign Terrorist Entry Into The United
States,” 6 March 2017

Description

This controversial Executive Order 13780 from President Donald Trump, also titled, “Protecting The Nation From
Foreign Terrorist Entry Into The United States” and known as the “travel ban,” placed limits on travel to the U.S. from
certain countries, and by all refugees who do not possess either a visa or valid travel documents.

Full Transcript of President Donald Trump'’s Executive Order about Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United
States

Transcribed Excerpts from President Donald Trump’s Executive Order about Foreign Terrorist Entry into the
United States

Text-Dependent Questions

What is the purpose of Executive Order 13769? From what is this act protecting Americans?

Why has the U.S. Refugee Admission Program been suspended for 120 days?

According to the order, why is Syria on the list of countries with a temporary ban?

Compare this document to the U.S. House Resolution 5816. What is similar between the documents? What is
different? In what ways do these two documents portray the drawbacks of helping refugees? What are the
benefits, if any?

Citation Information

“Executive Order Protecting The Nation From Foreign Terrorist Entry Into The United States,” 6 March 2017.
Courtesy of White House
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To all foreigners working along the Thai-Cambodian border

There bave been many reports of illnesses recently in foreign
medical staff working at KID and the border area. The majority
of the illnesses appear to be self-limited mild diarrheal discases
and upper respiratory infection but bloody diarrhea and malaris
symptoms  have also been reported. It appears to be an appropriate
time to review health measures for foreigners working in the area.

General recommendations 1

1. Eat only fruit you can peel or which has been washed with
vater from a clean source.

2, Do not drink any local vater (or ice) unless it is known to
have been boiled or adequately chlorinated. Do not brush
your teeth with tap vater.

3. Observe basic personal hygieme - use your ovn eating utensils,
cups, etc. if possible. Wash hands after each patient contact
and before eating, if possible.

Specific diseases:

1, Malaria - North of Aranyaprathet, P. vivnx is the predominant
malaria w d south of P. faleiparum
FansidarVod maloprim (3 tabletseach week) is the prophylactic
drug of choice. Since vivax is relatively resistent to Fansidar,
consideration should be given to adding chloroquine (one 500 mg
tablet per week)to Fansidar when malaria transmission increases
during the reiny season, Foreigners should continue their
malaria prophylaxis for 6 veeks after returning to their own ..
countries, If chloroquine is taken in addition to Fansidar, 2
course of Primaquine (26.3mg (15 mg base)) 1 tablet daily for
14 days should also be taken.on return home.

2, Hepatitis - Hepatitis A and B are endemic in S.E. Asia. Both
can cause significant morbidity. Precautions should be taken.
Gamme Blobulin - 0.02 mg/kg intramuscular, every 2 months

- 0.05 ng/kg intramuscular every 4 months
{s indicated for all foreign atatfs Also, care should be taken
.in handling blood specimens from patients to prevent accidental
needle sticks with potential Hepatitis B blood specimens.

3. Polio - polio is endemic in Thailand and there are presently 2
cases at KID vhich clinically appear to be paralytic polio.

A1 foreign staff should have a booster dose of trivalent oral
polio vaccine if they are unsure of their immune status.
“ 4. Cholera, typhoid - available vaccines are mot very ettective
“ and frequently ceure adverse reactions, They are at present
not recommendes

3 1 Skin Tests - there is a high incidence of tuberculosis in

Asia. Foreigners vho have had no prior BCG vaccimation
Choald have a Hontoux X PPD skin test 2 months after returning
to their own countri

4 s P S s

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Date Unknown

Description

This memo from the International Committee of the Red Cross was directed at foreign workers near the
Thai-Cambodian border. The document advised them of a number of diseases on the rise near that location, such
as malaria, hepatitis, polio, cholera and tuberculosis. The memo gave workers directions on what to do if they
become ill and preventative actions they could take to avoid ilinesses.

Transcript of ICRC Memo

Text-Dependent Questions
What was the purpose of this document, and who is it addressing?
What diseases are specifically addressed to be aware of when helping refugees in foreign lands? Describe the

general recommendations for protecting yourself from disease.
After reading this memo, refer to President Gerald Ford’s condolence letter to Sgt. Nance's family. What are

possible risks with helping refugees? Discuss whether the rewards outweigh the risks or not.
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