“A Chicken in Every Pot” Political Ad,
October 30, 1928

A Chicken for Every Pot

HE Republican Party isnt a “Poor Man's utility, generalized the use of time-saving devices and re- |

Party:" Republican prosperity has erased that leased women from the thrall of domestic drudgery. t

degrading phrase from our political vocabulary, s . sb e I
. . e . It has provided every county in the country with its

The Rel:!ubiican Party is eguality’s party— comtrate m:i n;d .nm;;m !’l:ighways of the nation into f

opportunity’s party—democracy’s party, the 2 unified traffic system.

party of national development, not sectional interests—the

impartial servant of every State and condition in the Union. Thanks to Republican administration, farmer, dairy-

. . . ; man and merchant can make deliveries in less time and at
Under higher tariff and lower taxation, America has less can borrow cheap money to refund exorbitant

stabilized output, employment and dividend rates. motgages, ahd scock their pastures, ranges and shelves.

Republican efficiency has filled the workingman's . s . L. .
dinner pail — and his gasoline tank besides — made tele- Democratic management impoverished and demore-

phone, radio and sanitary plumbing standard household lized the railroads, led packing plants and tire factories into
equipment, And placed the whole nation in the silk receivership, squandered billions on impractical programs.
stocking class. Demeocratic maladministration issued further billions

During eight years of Republican management, on mere “scraps of paper,” then encou foreign
have built maﬁe a}:; better Ifomes. crccbo; more &':: debtors to belicve that their loans would never be cﬂl?ﬁ'
scrapers, passed more benefactory laws, and more laws to and bequeathed to the Republican Party the job of mopping
regulate and purify immigration, inaugurated more con- up the mess.
servation measures, morc measures to standardize and * Republican administration has restored to the railroads
increase preduction, expand export markets, and reduce solvency, efficiency and par securities. ;
industrial and human junk piles, than in any previous It has brought rubber trades through panic and chacs, -
quarter century. ~ { ght ‘down_the prices of crude rubber by smisshimg . -..-

Rl-'DUithﬂn_ prosperity is written on fuller wage eniy : Eﬂomff:ﬁc rings, put the tanner’s books in E blach and™" 7/
velops, written in factory chimney smoke, written on the secured from the European powers formal acknowledg-
wa_lls of new construction, written in savings bank books, ment of their obligations. :
written in mercantile balances, and written in the peak . :
value of stocks and bends, The Republican Party rests its case on a record of

5 . . stewardship and performance.
Republican prosperity has reduced hours and P aress; -&'Im stand
increased earning capacity, silenced discontent, put the Its Presidential and Con i

proverbial “chicken i P " for election on a platform of sound practice, Federal vigi-

e UTpees Andsiese X ey lance, high tariff, Constitutional integrity, the conservation

S .. of natural resources, homest and constructive measures for

;‘ ]:" raised ]“’"‘F ‘“‘“d‘“'di "f‘d lowered living m agricultural relief, sincere enforcement of the laws, and the

t has regtor:d fmar_:cml col:lf:d.cpc-l: and enthusiasm, right of all citizens, regardless of faith or origin, to share
changed credit from a rich man's privilege to a common the benefits of opportunity and justice.

Wages, dividends, progress and prosperity say,
({4
“Vote for Hoover”

Palc for by p member of {he Republiean Buslneas Men,
n-.uwuhgiom similar advertisements in other New York pmmmumuumm;:;mmuu, Inc., 4 West 40ih Street
GENERAL COMMITTEE .
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Records Administration
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Inaugural Address of Herbert Hoover, March
4, 1929 (Contains Transcribed Excerpts, Pg. 8 of Document)

. oW 8
The clection has again confirmed the determination of The Relation

. ~ of Govern-
the American people that regulation of private enterprise ment

and not Government ownership or operation is the course Pn
rightly to be pursued in our relation to business. In recent
years we have established a differentiation in the whole
method of business regulation between the industries which
produce and distribute commodities on the one hand, and
public utilities on the other. In the former, our laws insist
upon effective competition; in the latter, because we substan-
tially confer a monopoly by limiting competition, we must
regulate their services and rates. The rigid enforcement of
the laws applicable to both groups is the very base of equal
opportunity and freedom from domination for all our peo
ple, and it is just as essential for the stability and prosperity
of business itself as for the protection of the public at large.
Such regulation should be extended by the Federal Govern-
ment within the limitations of the constitution and only when

the individual States are without power to protect their cit-

izens through their own authority. On the other hand, we

1/
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Inaugural Address of Herbert Hoover, March
4, 1929 (Contains Transcribed Excerpts, Pg. 9 of Document)

( 9
should be fearless when the authority rests only in the Fed-
eral Government.
The larger purpose of our economic thought should be
to establish more firmly stability and security of business and
employment and thereby remove poverty still further from
our borders. Our people have in recent years developed a
new found capacity for co-operation among themselves to Co-operation
effect high purposes in public welfare. It is an advance ?Ogi,im,,m
toward the highest conception of self-government. Self-
government does not and should not imply the use of politi-
cal agencies alone. Progress is born of co-operation in the
community—not from governmental restraints. The Gov-
ernment should assist and encourage these movements of
callective self help by itself co-operating with them. Busi-
ness has by co-operation made great progress in the advance-
ment of service, in stability, in regularity of employment and
in the correction of its own abuses. Such progress, however,
can continue only so long as business manifests its respect
for law.

= There 1s an equally important field of co-operation by the

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Hoover, Herbert, 4 March 1929



Inaugural Address of Herbert Hoover, March
4, 1929 (Contains Transcribed Excerpts, Pg. 10 of Document)

10
Federal Government with the multitude of agencies, state,
municipal and private, in the systematic development of
those processes which directly affect public health, recrea-
tion, education and the home. We have need further to per-
fect the means by which Government can be adapted to
human service.

i "~ Although education is primarily a responsibility of the Education
States and local communities, and rightly so, yet the nation
as a whole is vitally concerned in its development every-
where to the highest standards and to complete univer-
sality. Self-government can succeed only through an
instructed electorate. Our objective is not simply to over-
come illiteracy. The nation has marched far beyond that.
The more complex the problems of the nation become, the
greater is the need for more and more advanced instruction.
Moreover, as our numbers increase and as our life expands
with science and invention, we must discover more and more
leaders for every walk of life. We cannot hope to succeed
in directing this increasingly complex civilization unless we

can draw all the talent of leadership from the whale people.

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Hoover, Herbert, 4 March 1929



Inaugural Address of Herbert Hoover, March
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20
faiths; the strengthening of the home; the advancement of
peace.

There is no short road to the realization of these aspira-
tions. Ours is a progressive people, but with a determina-
tion that progress must be based upon the foundation of ex-
perience. Ill-considered remedies for our faults bring only
penalties after them. But if we hold the faith of the men
in our mighty past who created these ideals, we shall leave
them heightened and strengthened for our children.

This is not the time and place for extended discussion.
The questions before our country are problems of progress Conclusion
to higher standards; they are not the problems of degenera-
tion. They demand thought and they serve to quicken the
conscience and enlist our sense of responsibility for their set-
tlement. And that responsibility rests upon you, my
countrymen, as much as upon those of us who have been
selected for office.

Ours is a land rich in resources; stimulating in its glori-
ous beauty; filled with millions of happy homes; blessed with

comfort and opportunity. In no nation are the institutions

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Hoover, Herbert, 4 March 1929



Inaugural Address of Herbert Hoover, March
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21
of progress more advanced. In no nation are the fruits of
accomplishment more secure. In no nation is the govern-
ment more worthy of respect. No country is more loved by
its people. I have an abiding faith in their capacity, integ-
rity and high purpose. I have no fears for the future of
our country. It is bright with hope.

B In the presence of my countrymen, mindful of the solem-
nity of this occasion, knowing what the task means and the
responsibiliry which it involves, I beg your tolerance, your
aid and your co-operation. [ ask the help of Almighty God

! = in this service to my country to which you have called me.

7/4;&(@/:%/?”7
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Letter from Arthur Smith to President Herbert
Hoover, August 17, 1930

DEArborn 9979 e : \{L\

GREAT NORTHERN UTILITIES, INC
Suite 498, 10 South La Salle Street
CHICAGO 81%60

His Honor President Hoover Q) é V('

White House,Washington D.C.

Honorabl® President. \\\H o
S, ________./

I noticed in +this mornings paper your release
of the road fund money in this locality where the drought has
effected things the worst, to get work started at once to give
employment to people that are out of work, which I feel is a big
move at the present time.

I have s number of cities under franchise to build gas plants
in this vieinity, and am getting a number more, it is my intention
to build a hundred plants in this viecinity if I can, and am trying
my utmost to get the work started at once, while there is such a
erying demand for the use of gas and so many people waiting to get
something to do, as there w uld be as many as 60 to 80 men employed
in each town or city where these plants are to be‘installed, and this
work would last till away in to the winter, and in faet the first whole
year-it would mean a busy town.or -city where the plants were being
installed, as several hundred stoves,meters, services ete would have
to be installed in each town or city after the plant was finished
and not only giving these towns and cities work for the people
living in them, it would also be adding an industry that would invite
people to live in them as well as to invite factories to locate in
them,

I am in a market where it is almost impossible to get
the financing, =nd am trying to get started by asking material
men and builders to cooperate with me and bulld these plants and
wait for their money 6 months giving the bankers time to get in to
a market where the financing can be done, in this way I will be
giving work to the unemployed at a time that it is mostly needed
as wekl as gettipg THE PIZNTs built at a time that the cost of
materizl and lator is low, and doing a thing that means something
to the coumtTy and cities from a construction standpoint that =
leaves a valuable assett in these cities and towns, these plants
are_attomatic in operation and low in construction cost, the gas is
mafe from Butane and Propane oil, and a rate can be made in the

~small towns that is as low as in the lar ge ones.

¢ If you have any suggestions to meke in the financing of these
ﬁ plants in this market I would like to hear from you as your
experience along this line is valuable, and it will mean a big thing
to these unemployed people that you are trylng to help.

Address- 651 Belmont Ave Very Truly Yours ) (3
Chicago Ills ¢ g vt

Arthur J Smith
Vice Pres,Eng & Mgr,Great Northern Utilities Imec.

Smith, Arthur, 17 August 1930. Courtesy of National Archives and Records Administration
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Letter from Herbert Hoover to Herbert S. Crocker,
May 21, 1932 (Pg. 1)

Herbert S. Crocker, President,
American Society of Civil Engineers,
New York, llew TYork.

My dear Mr. Crocker:

I am in receipt of your kind letter of liay 19th, and I have
also the presentation of the sub-committee of the Society sugzesting
that the depression can be broken by a large issue of federal govern-
ment bonds to finance a new program of huge expansionnof "public works"
construction, in addition to the already large programs now provided
for in the current budgets. The same proposals have been made from
other quarters and have been given serious consideration during the
past few days.

The back of the depression cannot be broken by any single
government undertaking, That can only be done with the cooperation
of business, banking, industry, and agriculture in conjunction with
the government. The aid the governnent nmay give includes: (a)
The quick, honest balancing of the Federal budget through drastic
reduction of less necessary expenses and the minimum increase in taxes;
(b) The avoidance of issue of further Treasury securities as the very
keystone of national and international confidence upon which all em-
ployment rests; (c¢) The continuation of the work of the Reconstruc-
tion Corporation which has overcome the finaneial strain on thousands
of small banks, releasing credit to their comrunities, the strengthening
of building and loan associations, the furnishing of credit to agricul-
ture, the protection of trustee instituticns and the support of financial
stability of the railways; (d) The expansion of credit by the Federal
Reserve Banks; (e) The organized translation of these credits into
actualities for business and public bodies; (f) Unceasing effort at
sound strengthening of the foundations of agriculture; (g) The con-
tinuation of such publie works in aid to unemployment as does not
place a strain on the taxpayer and do not necessitate government
borrowing; (h) Continuaticn of national, community and individual
efforts in relief of distress; (i) The introduction of the five
day week in governnent which would save the discharge of 100,000
employees and would add 30,000 to the present list; (j) The passage
of the Home Loan discount bank legislation which would protect home
owners from foreclosure and would furnish millions of dollars of em-
ployment in home improvement without cost to the Treasury; (k)
Financial aid by means of loans from the Reconstruction Corporation
to such stiates as, due to the long strain, are unaple to continue
to finance distress relief; (1) The extension of the authority of
the Reconstrution Corporation not only in a particular I called at-
tention last December, - that is, loans on sound security to industry
where they would sustain and expand employment, - but also in view of
the further contraction of credit to increase its authority to expand
the issue of its own securities up to ,;3,000,000,000 for the purpose
of organized aid to "income producing" works throughout the nation,
both of public and private character.

586

Hoover, Herbert, 21 May 1932. Courtesy of National Archives and Records Administration
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Letter from Herbert Hoover to Herbert S. Crocker,
May 21, 1932 (Pg. 2)

1. The wvice in that segment ol the proposals made by your society
and others lor further expansion of "publiec works" is that they include publie
vorks of remote usefulness; they impose unbearable burdens upon the taxpayer;
they unbalanee the budget and demoralize government credit. A larger and
far more effective relief to unemployment at this stage can be secured by :
increased aid to "income-producing works". I wish to emphasize this distine-
tion between what for purposes of this discussion we may term "income pro-
ducing works" (elso referved te as "self-liquidasting works") on the one
hand and non-productive "»ublie works" on the other. By "income-producing
works" I meen such projects of states, countizs and other sub-divisions as
watervorks, toll-bridges, toll tunnels, docks and any other such activities
which charce for their service and whose earning capacity provides a re-
turn upon the investment. %With the return of normal times, the bonds of
such official bodies hased upon such projects can be disposed of to the
investings public and thus moke the intervention of the Reconstruction
Corporation purely an emcrgency activity. I include in this class aid to
established industry where it would sustain and irerease employment with
the safesuard that loans for these purpose should be made on sound security
and the proprietors of such industries should provide a portion of the
capital. Non-productive "public works" in the sense of the term here
used include: public buildings, highways, streets, river and harbor
improvement, military and nevy construction, etc., which bring no direct
income and comparatively little relief to unemployment.

o5 I cen perheps malke this distinetion elear by citing the
example of the recent sction of the Heconstruction Finance Corporation in
the matter of the FPennsylvania Eailroad Company on one hend, and the recent
bill passed by the House of liepresentatives for irereased road building on
the other. The railrosd company applied to the Recomstruction Cerporation
for a loan of ;55,000,000 to help finence a fund of over $68,000,000 needed
to eleetrify certain of its lires. By so doing it would employ directly
and indirectly for onc year more than 28,000 men distributed over twenty
dirferent states. An arrangement was concluded by which the Reconstruction
Corporation undertocok to stund bekind the plan to the extent of
287,000,000, the reilvay company finding the balence. This ;27,000,000 is
to be loaned on sound securities ard will be returned, capital and interest,
to the corporation. The Heconstruction Corpors=tion is seting as agent to
make svailable otherwise timid cupitel for the Pemnsylvania Railroad in
providing employment. There is no cihmrge upon the texpayer. On the other
hand the proposal of the House of lepresentatives is to spend 132,000,000
for subsidies to the states for construction of highways. This would be
a direct charge on the texpayer. The total number of men to be directly
employed is estimated at 35,000 and indirectly 20,000 more. In other words,
by this action we would give erployment to only 55,000 men at the expere by
the government of ,13£,00%,000, which will never be recovered. In the one
instance we recover the money aévarced through the Reconstruction Corpora-
tion, we issué no government bonds, we have no charge on the taxpayer. In
the other instance, we nove not only a direct cost to the taxpayer but also
a8 continuin: naintenance eharge, and furthermore, the highways in many
sections have now been expanded beyong immediate public need.

3. These proposals of huge expansion of "publie works" have
& vital relation to balancing the federal budget and to the stabilizing of
national eredit. The financing of "income-producing works" by the Recon-
struction Corporation is an investment operation, requires no congressional
sppropriation, does not unbalance the budget, is not a drain upon the
Tressury, does not involve the direct issue of government bonds, does not
involve added burdens upon the taxpayer either now or in the future. It is
an emergency operation which will liquidate itself with the return of the

investor %o the money markets.

The proposal o build non-productive "public works" of the cate-
gory I have described necessitetes making increased appropriat?ona by the
Congress. These appropriations must be Tinanced by immediate increased
taxation or by the issuance of covernment bonds. '/hatever the method
employed, they are inescapably s burden upon the taxpayer. If such a course
is adopted beyond the smounts already provided in the budget now before
Congress for the next fircel year, it will upset all possibility of balane-
ing the budget; it will destroy contidence in government securities and
make Cor the instability of the government which in result will deprive
more people of employment then will be gained.

Hoover, Herbert, 21 May 1932. Courtesy of National Archives and Records Administration
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Letter from Herbert Hoover to Herbert S. Crocker,
May 21, 1932 (Pg. 3)

4, I have Tor many years sdvocated the speeding up of publiec
works in times of depression as an sid to business ard unemployment. That
has been done upon a huge scale and is procesding at as great s pace as
fisesl stability will waerrant. All branches of government, - Federal, state
and runicipal, - have greatly expasnded their "publie works" and have now
reached a stage where they have anticipated tle need for meny such works
for a long time to ccme. Therefore, the new projects which might be under-
taken are’ of even more remote usefulness. From Jamuary, 1930, tc July
lst, 1932, the Federsl Govermment will heve oxpended 31,500,000,000 on
"public works". The budget for the next I'iscal year carries a further
$575,000,000 of such expenditures (compared with about $250,000,000 normal)
and includes all the items I have felt are justilied by sound engineering and
sound finance. Tius by the end of next year ths Federal Government will have
expended over $2,000,000,000 cn public works, which represents an increase
over normal of perhaps $1,200,000,000. Thus we have largely anticipated
the future and have rendered further expansion beyond our present program
of wvery remote usefulness end certainly not justified for some time to come,
even were there no fiseel difficulties. The) represent building of a
community beyond its necessities. 'le cannot thus sguander ourselves into
prosperity.

5. A still further and overriding reeson for not undertaking
such programs of further expansions of Federal "public works" is evident
if we exemine the individuel projects which might be undertaken from an
engineering and economic point of view. The Federal "public works" now
authorized by law cover works which it was intended to construct over a
long term of years and embrace several projects which were not of
immediate public usefulness. In any event, the totsl of such authorized
nrojects still incomplete on the lst of July will amount to perhaps
%$1,300,000,000. If we deduct from this at once the budgeted program
for the next fisecsl year - 3575,000,000 - we leave roughdy $725,000,000
of such authorized works which would be open for adétion. If we examine
these projects in detail, we find great deductions must be made from this
sum. Construction of meny projects physicaelly require yeers for comple-
tion such as naval vessels, buildings, cenelization of rivers, etc., and
therefore as an engineering neeessity this sum could only be expended over
four or five years; a portion of the projects not elready started will
require legsl and technical preparation and therefore cculd not be brought
to the point of employment of labor durim; the next year; a portion o
these authorized projects are outside continental United States and do not
contribute to the solution oi our problem; a portion are in locaslities
where there is little unemployment; & portion are in the District of
Columbia where we alresdy have a large increase in program for the next
fiseal year and where no additional work could be justified. A portion
are of remote utility and ere not justified, such as extension of agri-
cultural acreage at the present time. Deducting all these cases from
the actual liet of authorized Federal public works, it will be found that
there is less than 100,000,000 (and this is doubtful) which could be
experded during the next fiscsl year beyond the program in the budget.
That means the employment of say less than 40,000 men. Thus the whole of
these grandiose contentions of possible expansicn of Federal "public works"
fall ebsolutely to the ground for these reasons if there were no other.

If it is contemplated that we legislate more authorizations
of new and unconsidersd projects by Congress we shall find ourselves
confronted by a log-rolling process which will include dredging of mud
ereeks, building of unwarranted post-offices, unprofitable irrigation
projects, duplicate higzhways and e score of other unjustifiable activities.

6. There is still snother phase of this matter to which I
would like to call attention. Employment in "public works" is largely
transitory. It does not have a follow-up of econtinued employment as is
the case with "income-producing works". But of even more importance than
this, the program I have proposed gives people employment in all parts of the
ecountry in their nommal jobs under normal conditions at the normsl place of
abode, tends to reestablish normsl processes in business and industry am
will do so on & much larger scale than the projects proposed in the so-
called "public works" program.

Hoover, Herbert, 21 May 1932. Courtesy of National Archives and Records Administration
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Letter from Herbert Hoover to Herbert S.
Crocker, May 21, 1932 (Pg. 4)

' To sum up. It is generally agreed that the balancing of the
Federz1 budget and unimpaired national credit is indispensable to the
restoration of confidence and to the very start of ecrnomic recovery.

The Administration and Congress have pledged themselves to this end.

A "public works" program such as is suggested by your committec and by
others, through the issuance of Federal honds creates at cnce an enormous
further deficit.

What is needed is the return of confidence and a capital market

throuzh which eredit will flow ir the thousand rills with its result of
employment and increased prices. ‘That confidence will be only destroyed

by action in these directions. These channels will continue clogged
by fears if we continue attempts to issue large amounts of government
bonds for purposes of non-productive works.

Such a program as these huge Federal loans for "publie works" is
a fearful price to pay in putting a few thousand men temporarily et work
and dismissing many more thousands of others from their present employment.
There is vivid proof of this since these proposals of public works
financed by Government bonds were seriously advanced a few days ago. Since
then United States Government bonds heve shown marked weakness on the mere
threat. And it is followed at once by a curtailment of the ability of
states, municipalities and industry to issue bonds and thus a curtail-
ment of activities which translste themselves into decreased employment.

It will serve no good purpose and will fool no one to try to cover
appearances by resortingz to a so-called "extraordinary Budget". That
device is well known. It brought the goverrments of certain foreign
countries to the brinlk of financial disaster. It mesns a bresch of faith
to holders of all Covernment securities, an unsound financial program and
a severe blow to returning confidence and further contraction of economic

activities in the country.

Whet you want and what I wont is to restore normal employment.
I am confident that if the program I have proposed to the Congress is
expeditiously completed and we have the cooperstion of the whole community,
we will sttain the objective for which we heve been searching so long.

Yours faithfully,

2 H:RBERT HOOVER.

Hoover, Herbert, 21 May 1932. Courtesy of National Archives and Records Administration
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“Bonus Army” Assembles on U.S. Capitol Steps,
1932

Harris & Ewing, “Group Bonus Army? in front of U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C.,” Washington D.C., 1932.
Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Crowds Outside of the New York Stock Exchange, 1929

“Crowd of people gather outside the New York Stock Exchange following the Crash of 1929,” 1929. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Dwellers in Circleville’s “Hooverville” in central Ohio, 1938

Shahn, Ben, “Untitled photo, possibly related to: Dwellers in Circleville’s ‘Hooverville,” central Ohio,” 1938. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Herbert Hoover’s Response to the Press,
October 4, 1930

October 24, 1930.

In reply to a préss question the President

said:

"o Special Session is necessary to deal with
employment. The sense of voluntary organization and
community service in the American people has not van-
ished. The spirit of veoluntary service has been strong
enousnl to cope with the problem for the past year and
it will, I am confident{iﬁontinpe in full measure of
the need.

"Colonel Woods is receiving most gratifying
evidence of this from the CGovernors, Mayors, Industrial

leaders and welfare organizations throughout the country".

Hoover, Herbert, 4 October 1930. Courtesy of National Archives and Records Administration
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Recovery: A Federal Writer’s Project Interview with
Mr. W.W. Tarpley, January 5, 1940

(Contains Transcribed Excerpts, Pg. 8 of Document)

Levocery 8

"ot only my joo was in the balance but ay savings were zone, at
least ror the present.

1o one knows, unless they have experienced it, what it means to
work in a place under such conditions. Of course, there were promises
that the bank would soon open up and resune business and begin paying oft.
hat geve the depositor sometvhing to hope for at least. 'Whe sad part was,
this was the strongesi bonk in this vown. 1n tact there had already been
several failures, sO this was alwost the only bank open r'or busiuess.
1t was 2 national bank too, so everybody thought their money was safe.
¢ worked on 3while. To be frank, I didn't worry so much about my losses.
1 wes so0 concerned =vout the other feliows. reople were Losing their
homes anu suvme tneir savings of a iiretime. ‘ihe sadaest part of it was to
see wldows wWho prouvably had been lert a little insurauce and had put it
ali in the bank. reople have a feeling that all connected with a bank,
from the directors, president, on down to the lLowest employee, are re-
sponsible f'or a bank tailure and that mekes you feel bad.

“what do you think caused the depression* " he asked. "well, almost
everyone willL tell you sometning aliiereut. Uusually tney wili speak f'Trom
a pevsonal standpoint. sk a rammer down iu that section and they will
say, 'ihe boii weevil'. the merchant wili tell you,initlation in prices
during tne war and tne siump following. the rlorida boom eventualliy
orought disaster in that state. 1'lL fell you more about that later. 1
haven't told you yet how the depression afrected me personally. ue

worked on a2t the bank trying tu get things in shape, with Lo hopes deep

Tarpley, W. W., and Bradley, “Recovery,” Georgia, 1940. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Recovery: A Federal Writer’s Project Interview with
Mr. W.W. Tarpley, January 5, 1940

(Contains Transcribed Excerpts, Pg. 9 of Document)

Hecovery g

down in our hearts of ever opening up sgain. ut course, we couldn't
tell people on tine outsiae that. «e trieu to appear hopeful. Une by
one tney pegan layiuy oil employees and | xnew, sooner or later, my
time would come. 1 didn't worry very :.mch rizht then because 1 was
young and, with ny experience and standing in the town, 1 just knew L
would not have any trouble zetting work. L1 soon round out, toough, 4
was Mistaken in that.

“well, my turn came ww ove laia orr. un my desk one norning L found
a letter ta that eifect. UL course it read, 'With appr;ciation for my
valuable service, deep rezvet, best wishes, etec.' But that didn't help
my teelings much. &y job was gone and my savings too. Except for the
time L served during the wmr, that was tue tirst day L was without a job
since 1 was just 2 boy. L went on home tu ovreak the news to Louise. She
was not sururised, Ior we naa botu oeen expecting it.

“y didn't Lose anyv tume worrylug but zot my hoe and went to the
garden. wh, that garden was a litesaver to me im more ways than one.
oome way, you can't worry and watch things zrow all at the same time.

»] don't remember just how long 1 went without work, but it seemed
a long time to me. runas were setting migaty Llow out we said nothing
aoout it. .y idea ol stepuiuy riznt invo anotier job was erroneous. UAn
normal times 1 could have, out tnen there were no jobs to be had. 0f
course, 1 preferred work in my line but soon saw L woula uo well to get
a job at anything.

1 was blessed witn friends and, even though we were cutting down

ex enses in every way and could not live as we always had, my Triends
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were as staunch as ever. They tried to help me every way possible to get
work.

“j§e Were OCCupying iour rooms then with a oath and a <itchen. e
were lucky enouzh to rent two of tnose roums out to = couple who wanted
to o light housekeeping. rhe rent from those rooms, tozether with the
rent from the apartment already rented, took care of the rent, lights,
and water of the whole house.

»then 1 saw there were no jobs to be gotten in Dublin, ! began look-
ing in other towns where 1 thouguv there were prospectis. bLoon my money
was getting so Low L couldn't afrord to take any more trips in search of
euiployment, so L just nad to ve putient. 'That is nard to do and LI got
awfully blue too.

"1 zot a temporary job in the office at the ice plant. Thet didn't
pay umch but it helped a lot. ':.e counted our nickels too. 4iall came on
and buginess tell ofi at the plant. I wasn't laid oft,but L realized
they didn't need me but were just lettingz me stay on out of sympathy and
1 couldn't stand that so L sdmply quit.

wrhen | was taken on as niizht clerk at one of the hotels. if 1
hadn't had & family that would have worked out fine until 1 could do
better. 1 7ot all my .eals and a nice room and I was supnosed to sleep
during the day. It didn't nay much in money and Xept ze away fram home
practically all the time.

1t almost never iails, though, that hard times and sickness go hand
in aand. tnere was & terrible flu epidemic and Loulse had a severe case

of that, rollowed oy pnewsonia. L put her in the hospital and for several
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days it looked as if she would be taken Trom me. My friends truly
rallied to e in those days. Part of the time Gloria stayed with me at
the hotel, and friends by the score offered to keep her for me. Louise
recovered but exnenses niled up, for she had to have zood nursing and
nourisinnent even after she was carried home.

"Just s 1 was getting in the dumps about a regular joo, L was
notified to report at once, to act es assistant receiver lor a defunct
bank in florida. They were feelingz the depression there even more than
we were in Georgia, and benks were closing every day.

"o o back a little in .y story. 1 had a zood friend, in fact I
went to school with hér, .ho was secretary to one of our United States
Senators from Georgia. Throush her I was fortunate enough to gein his
friendship znd interest. 1 had my 2application and photograph on rile
with the bankins departsent in ashington, and it was through his influ-
ence that this job opened up.

"That was 2 heppy day for us. Our friends didn't know it, but I
didn't even have enouuh .uoney to take the trip but I borrowed it. The
question was, how was the family to live until I got my first check?

OF eourse I nhad to lesve them there until I zould gzet zble to move them.
w1don't you worry,' said Louise, 'there's always a way. Don't for-
et 1 s9ill have iy cabbape paten.' rhat was no joke elther.

"1t was .iraculous the cabbage she did sell. .hen she couldn't
sell them she would swap them for other things she needed. ohe even
paid off her help witk cabbage.

"That was & happy day for us all when I drove my old T-nodel out of
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the yard headed Tor Florida. I left Louise and the baby on the porch
waviing at iie.

" 'How don't look so sad,' said she, 'we'll be down there with you
pefore you have time to miss us.f

"J¥rom that day life has been 2 different thing to me. I have worked
hard and had lots of responsibilities, but fram a financiasl standpoint
it Lias been on the up--rade. I don't mean at all that our troubles were
over. .e had to weteh our expenses so close.

"] moved my little [a.dly, when I had been on my j;b just two
months. wone sold out everything we had except her machine and the baby
bed. .e rented a suall house ready furnished. Luckily we went down
before the tourist season opened up, so we ~ot our rent cheap, and the
teople we rented from aidn't raise our rent either when winter came on.
3y the wiay, we rented frou Georgians.

";e soon becane established in the civie and social life of the
tovm und soved our church letters, so it didn't take us long to really
feel at home.

fne owed same oillc dack home that had accumulated when I was out
of work, and as soon as possible I begzan paying those up. It was a
strusgle but we paid thew all vp before we stopped. ‘nother misfortune
camme t0 us. Our Ford was stolen from us, and not a penny of insurance.
-e did without a car ror awhile for we didn't really need one then
except ror pleasure.

"That was rizht after the real estate boom and the rhole state was

in a2 panic. 3danks were still closins until it was hard to zet enoush
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NEGRO

RANK and FILE

. VETERANS ~

WHITE

MARCH TO WASHINGTON

TO ARRIVE AT OPENING OF CONGRESS

DECEMBER 5th, 1932

TO DEMAND

CASH PAYMENT of BONUS

MARCH T0 BE LED BY
RANK AND FILE VETERANS

Again the veterans are going to march to Washington, to
demand immediate full cash payment of the Bonus! This
time we will have fighting leadership that won't sell us out.
Why are we going to march? Let's see,

A WINTER OF HUNGER
FACES THE VETERANS

Cold, brutal winter is now on us. Over a million and a
half unemployed veterans are hungry; hundreds of thousands
of us have no shelter, And there will be more of us in that fix
by the time winter comes,

These of us who still have some work have suffered wage
cuts, and the stagger plan, and face more wage cuts.

INTEREST CHARGES
WIPE OUT BONUS BY 1945

In 1945 there will be no Bonus for the rank and file veteran,
The balance is now being eaten up by the compound interest
charged by the government fo all who borrowed the fifty per-
cent of the Adjusted Service Certificate., In 1945 there will
be only about $30 to $60 for the great majority of the veterans
gnt.lued to the Bonus. WE MUST FIGHT FOR THE BONUS
NOow! <

THE ENEMIES OF THE BONUS
ARE UNITED AGAINST US

The Republican, Democratic and Socialist Parties are all
united in the fight against the payment of the balance due the
veierans on the Bonus, They get the full support of the boss
press, and the liberal wril> s, too,

Waters, the Hoke Smiths, the Doak Carters and olher
former leaders of the B. E. F. are fighting the rank and flle
veterans whe are puiting up a fight for the immediate pay-
ment of the Bonus,

The newly elected der Joh

has had recent

correspondence with Hoover and will not fight for the Bonus,

General Glassford and the Hoover government are again pre-
paring io prevent the veterans from making direet demands
on Congress,

These fakers are all lined up with the enemies of the
Bonus to prevent the rank and file of the veterans from unit-
ing their mass power io march to Washington and again de-
mand the immediate payment of the Bonus and fight against
cutiing of the disability sliowance,

>

RANK AND FILE VETERANS,
MARCH TO WASHINGTON!

All Velerans March to Washington!

Veterans’ organizations, elect Bonus Marchers. All rank
and file veterans, including employed and unemployed vet-
erans, should elect delegated Bonus Marchers, Velerans from
shops, mills, mines, factories and farms should be elected.
Bonus marchers should be elected from the veteran member-
ship in labor, fraternal and social organizations. .

ELECT CITY RANK AND
FILE COMMITTEES

City rank and flle ting the i
groups and organizations of vetérans should meet to carry out
the program of Ceniral Rank and File Committee elected by
the Cleveland Conference of the and File Veteraps.
(Bept, 23-20.)

HEROES IN 1917;
THEY CALL US “CRIMINALS” NOW

In 1917 the government appealed to the masses: “Shall we
be more tender with our dollars than with the lives of our
sons?”  (Second Liberty Bond poster, 1917.)

And now, in 1932: “The honus marchers are criminals . »
(Statement of President Hoover,)

Neither then nor now did the Wall Street government care
about the welfare of the soldier, “the lives of onr sons.”

Billions went to the billionaires who in 1917 made huge
profits from the war, and today the billions g0 to the same
crowd. The Congress that refused to give the starving vet-
erans the bouus gave through the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation four and a half billion dollars for the bankers, the
railroads and other big corporations, 3

We got the bullets and the gas in 1917, Many of us were
maimed and crippled for life. In 1932 we get the bulleis and
gas of the police, as we did in Washington, and of the troops,

' which Hoover called out againsi us,

Because we were demanding the Bonus so that we and our
families could have something to eat, the President of the
United States orders the army to gas and bayonet us, to burn
pur meagre belongings and to drive our wives and children out
into the dark e the night .

Veterans Rank And File Committee, “Veterans march to Washington to arrive at opening c_>f Congress,
December bth, 1932 to demand cash payment of bonus,” New York, 1932. Courtesy of Library of
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WALL STREET GOVERNMENT GIVES
BILLIONS FOR WAR AND BANKERS

We are facing starvation. But the boss governmeni does
not care sbout us, However, {hrough the Reconstruction Fi-
nance Corporation the banks, the railroads and the large in-
dustries get billions. The 15 million unemployed workers. ﬂae

BONUS MARCH OF RANK AND FILE

GIVES RELIEF TO 214,000 VETERANS 3
The Bonus March proved that the mass pressure of the

rank and file of the veterans Is the oiuy way to win results,

The Bonus March forced Congress to remove the iwo year
restrieti clause and to give Immediate payment to over

poor and mortgaged farmers, the small shopk
mm foreclosures, public sales of farms md mmﬂon
face the great masses of the people. And at the same lime
m are being spent by the government for another murtd

UKI’I’Y OF VETERANS
WILL WIN OUR DEMANDS
h of the will unite all the vet-
m Negro and white veterans must struggle together
against all attempts to divide them. &11 veterans, nnenplmd
and employed, skilled and unsklllt‘d kers, :tarrlng
mll bankrupt shopkeepers, pr 1 men, and
friendless mnmarried veterans, nmst unite for the com!.ng
march,
Fmdﬂu towns and villages they will come.
Nn matter what our political beliefs are, we must unite
this fight. Foreign-born and native veterans must be
mihd. The wives, mothers and children of the vets must
mpod ‘the fight for the Bonus. The rank and file of wvel-
erans’ organizations, despite their boss class commanders will
join the fight. It is such unity that will give us the strength
to fight our enemies.

WE NEVER FORGET
JUSHKA AND CARLSON

While In Washington we will commemorate the murder
of Hushka and Carison who were dered by the Glassford
police and now lie buried in Arlington Cemetary.

A fitting tribule will be paid to the velerans who were
nu!de‘lﬂl by the Glassford police.

214,000 veterans, of fifty percent of the adjusied service com-
pensation due them. The Bonus March taught the rank and
file how to organize thelr mass strength and exposed the
enmhﬂ&hmmmksuwﬂuthmmﬂem.
ranks.

MASS SUPPORT
FOR THE VETERANS

The fight of the velerans is part of the fAght of sii the
people awainsl hunger, wage culs, unemployment and war,
The support of the veb who are not marching to Wash-
lngton, the people as a whole, the veterans and other organi-
zations Is more necessary now than ever hefore. The organized
pposition is sirong Intimidatl threats will be used
against us and those who support ns. The full support of those
who are not marching will be needed.

WINTER CLOTHES, BLANKETS,
FOOD AND MONEY, NEEDED

The marchers will face cold weather. Blankets and heavy
clothes will be needed for the irip. The delegaies who will
be elected and other veterans who will again march are car-
rying on the Pght for all of us who canxct inarch .o Washing-
ton. They must move forward wiih our uu‘pwrt, ﬂmmial as-
well as moral. Donate your extra blankets, heavy
cooking utensils. Help collect food and mmy sw the
demonstrations of the veterans and the unemployed.

DEMANDS' OF
BONUS 1R L
Congress to pass a bill for the Immediate essh payment
of the Bonus with the following provisions:

) Cm authorize the immediate payment of the balance
due on the adjusted service certificates, upon demand of
those entliled 1o it.

2. All interest charges on certificales to cease,

2.- All Interest deducted from ioans giresdy made ineludiog
., the transportatlon loans advanced the Bonus Marchers to

. be added to the balance due.

4. Funds to be raised as follows:
a) Surtax on inddsiries;
b) Inheritance tax;
¢) All funds for immediate war preparations;
‘d) Reconstruction Finance Corporation funds.

imrmx_a CENTRAL RANK AND FILE COMMITTERE
P. 0. BOX 28
NEW YORK CITY

Comrades:

OITY | .ovvcnanrsenanssnsnanenransens

troops against the veterans.

DETACH AND MAIL TC

Please send me more information about what to do to make the Bonus March a success.

NAME = .oiesaissesaracrnsrssnnsnnsssnssnsssssnospsannsscse ADDREBS . ionanvrarasssasssssescanssveniss

BTATE ....cvvetvssrrnssnssarsssansasssnssinsns

B T

oI unuam ihe Hoover administration for using the

“THE VETERANS:

DISABLED
Not & ceni off the disabllity allowances.
Negro war vet to be admit in all hosplial

Jim-crowing of Negro veterans to cease. This applles to
all hospitals in the South im particular. .

Veterans to have right to choose their own doctors and -
rxpense to be pald by the government. ;

UNEMPLOYED

House and feed all unemployed unmarried me AR

well as other unmarried unemployed without police ameﬂlmu
=t loeal government and federal government expense, ;

Unemployment and social In for all an

ploy 'lt‘

ihe expense of the !edeﬁl government and the emplonm 4 ;

sevssssnrannny

sssssensdnene

[0 1 support lmmediate payment of the Bonus,
[ will support the March to Washington.

Isbued by Veterans Central Rank wnd File Committee, P. O, Boz 88, New York, N. Y, P
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