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Since shortly after the treaty that ended World War |, the world economy struggled. Germany was straddled with
harsh reparation debts and their economy stalled. Farm income in the United States fell dramatically with the end
of wartime price supports, and with nearly half of the U.S. population living in rural areas, American buying power
plunged. At the same time, the U.S. imposed tariffs on imported items, helping manufacturing but raising prices for
consumers. The stock market boomed, and investors poured money into stocks far beyond their earning

capacity. Eventually, these and other factors combined to bring the stock market crash of 1929 and the beginning of
the greatest economic downturn ever experienced in the United States.

Herbert Hoover and the Market Crash

Herbert Hoover was elected president in 1928 and assumed office while prosperity was still running high. When the
market crashed in October, he and many other economists saw it as a temporary slide and predicted quick
recovery. As unemployment continued to rise and business slumped, Hoover proposed some new efforts by the
federal government. His main idea was to provide incentives and financial supports to business to get firms hiring
and selling again. He favored lower taxes and a balanced budget. He also encouraged greater volunteer
contributions to charities for the poor and unemployed, but he opposed any direct relief efforts to individuals
fearing the welfare would discourage the unemployed from looking for work.

New Deal Programs

Anger against Hoover grew rapidly through 1931 and 1932, leading to the election of Franklin Delano Roosevelt.
While Roosevelt also talked about balanced budgets during the campaign, he changed courses between his
November election and March inaugural as national conditions became worse. With the Democratic majorities in
Congress that were elected with him, Roosevelt pushed through a remarkable agenda of programs that radically
changed the relationship of individuals to the federal government. The New Deal created work programs like the
Works Progress Administration and the Public Works Administration that put people to work on public parks, roads,
bridges and other infrastructure projects and hired teachers and artists. The Civilian Conservation Corps hired, fed
and clothed teenage boys and sent most of their salaries back to support their families. The Agriculture Adjustment
Act provided payments to farmers who agreed to limit their production. It was Roosevelt's policy that, in times of
recession, the government should spend to spur economic growth, even if that means adding to the federal debt.

While New Deal programs provided a safety net to hundreds of thousands of American families, there is debate
among economic historians about their overall effectiveness. What finally ended the Depression was American
entry into World War Il with a military draft and government contracts for planes, tanks, ships, munitions, uniforms
and farm products. However, on the political side, the hope that the New Deal offered those struggling, including
many lowa farm families, was a factor that prevented rebellions against the government at all levels. It also
reconfigured the American political landscape as African Americans, other urban-based minorities and labor unions
leaving the Republican Party to form a strong Democratic coalition.
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Supporting Questions

How did Franklin Roosevelt's policies differ from Herbert Hoover’s?

» White House Insider Theodore Joslin’s Account of the Depression and Herbert Hoover's 1932 Presidential
Campaign, 1932 (Document)

» “Untitled” Clifford Berryman Depression-Era Cartoon, December 23, 1932 (Political Cartoon)

o President Herbert Hoover's Letter to Senator Simeon Fess , February 21, 1933 (Document)

» “That Conquering Cooperative Spirit!” March 7, 1933 (Political Cartoon

» “A Capitol Hill May Day Parade,” May 1, 1933 (Image)

» President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's Campaign Address at Madison Square Garden, October 31, 1936
(Document)

How did the New Deal affect the relationship between citizens and the national government?

» Depression-Era Breadlines, ca. 1932 (Image)

» Men Stringing Rural Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) Transmission Lines, 1933 (Image)

» “The New Deal” Mural, ca. 1934 (Image)

o Letter from Edwin Locke to Depression-Era Photographer Arthur Rothstein, July 14, 1936 (Document)
» Impoverished Family of Nine during the Great Depression in New Mexico, August 1936 (Image)
» “A Day In the Life of a New Dealer” Newspaper Article, October 20, 1936 (Document)

» People Waiting for Relief Checks in Calipatria, California, March 1937 (Image)

» Interview with Italian Munitions Worker Charles Fusco, 1938 (Document)

» Federal Writers’ Project Interview of Henry Gill, between 1938 and 1939 (Document)

» Two Teenage Girls Participating in the National Youth Administration in lowa, 1940 (Image)

» “American Guide Week"” Pamphlet, 1941 (Document)

How effective were New Deal policies in bringing relief from the effects of the Great Depression for all
Americans?

o Letter from Edgar Harlan to H.O. Bernbrook, April 30, 1932 (Document)

» Indian Reorganization Act, 1934 (Document)

¢ Interview with Dr. M. Santos, a Cuban Immigrant, between 1936 and 1939 (Document)

« Constitution and Bylaws of the Sac and Fox Tribes in lowa, December 20, 1937 (Document)
« Emanuel Verschleiser's Letter to President Franklin Roosevelt, 1938 (Document)

» Interview with Farmer Ernest Boney in South Carolina, 1938 (Document)

« American Indian Tribes, Reservations and Settlements in the United States, 1939 (Map)

« Interview with Vivian Morris from Harlem, New York, June 29, 1939 (Document)

¢ Interview with Eugenia Martin about Reconstruction, November 1939 (Document)

* “Our New Army of National Defense,” March 26, 1941 (Political Cartoon)

+ National Youth Administration Work Center in Brooklyn, New York, ca. August 1942 (Image)

*Printable Image and Document Guide
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The Living New Deal: This web resource has images and locations highlighting work in communities across the
country by the individuals through New Deal programs.

Americans React to the Great Depression: This web resource from the Library of Congress has a variety of
resources on individuals experiences with the Great Depression.

Race During the Great Depression: This web resource from the Library of Congress has a variety of resources on
individuals experiences with the Great Depression.

“New Deal SAC” - Stanford History Education Group: This web resource has documents that directly relate to
how effective the New Deal programs were for Americans.
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Excerpts from the White House
Diaries of Theodore Joslin

Wednesday, April 6, 1932

Ttoften s sai i 1

fferent subject and

controversial. i
desired, while the s ‘With Pat Harri

counter attack, imson, who iday for fused in i
marner to follow i i is made the President dis The
i T statement the Presic

ssued. And a halfa d

the President remarked: “T have a fiv ring circus on my hands and a lot of bad actors.™

Sunday, May 8, 1932

make a radio specch,

i Ppeopl
Tgave e AP and UP.

rpose of
the Republicans i o
Gispatches because of the

, who has a brain of a gnat, was
such leaks are

i ‘between ¢
Appropristions Commitee. Fred Hale,
i but

‘cannot be helped. The i i close watch
on the White House.

We learned absolutcly fatly today that Al Smith, Raskob and Bamey Baruch have
o ST ; Raskob and Barmes b2

i i gam is to keep this
secret, Asitis for advaniage 10 keep Roosevelt out as farin ront as possibl, T leaked the
information to Roy Vemon who will se t as is own inthe Chicago Daily News tomorrow.

Courtesy of National Archives, Joslin, Theodore, “Diary of a White House insider during the Depression and the
campaign of 1932,” 1932

Description

Theodore Joslin was one of President Herbert Hoover's closest White House advisors in 1932. In his diary, Joslin
captured important daily developments, including the president’'s mood and reactions. The selected excerpts cover
the end of Hoover's 1932 presidential campaign and his immediate reactions to his loss to Franklin Delano
Roosevelt.

Full Transcript of Theodore Joslin’s White House Account

Transcribed Excerpts from Theodore Joslin's White House Account

Text-Dependent Questions

What was Theodore Joslin's perspective on President Herbert Hoover's actions regarding the Great Depression?
Provide evidence from the document to support this perspective.

What actions was Hoover suggesting to combat the Great Depression according to the evidence provided in this
journal? How are these actions similar or different from the characterization of Hoover's administration in
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’'s 1936 campaign speech?

Consider the quotation from Hoover regarding the cancellation of orders by businesses in the November 1932
journal entry. Why would Roosevelt's policies have caused that reaction?

Citation Information

Joslin, Theodore, “Diary of a White House insider during the Depression and the campaign of 1932,” 1932. Courtesy
of National Archives
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Courtesy of National Archives, Berryman, Clifford, “Untitled,” 23 December 1932

Description

With the Great Depression now entering its fourth year and conditions for the average American continuing to
worsen, the government still needed funds to operate. Cartoonist Clifford Berryman highlighted the desperation
of the period with his famous Uncle Sam demanding pennies from a poor raggedly dressed worker. In his political
cartoon, Berryman has Uncle Sam saying to the disheveled man, “I must take my one eleventh out of your wages.
Give it to me in pennies.”

Text-Dependent Questions

Consider the central idea of this cartoon. How does Clifford Berryman, the cartoonist, draw both individuals in
the cartoon to highlight this central idea?

What was the cartoonist trying to communicate about the struggles of the government during the Great
Depression?

What was the cartoonist communicating about how much aid the government was actually giving?

Citation Information
Berryman, Clifford, “Untitled,” 23 December 1932. Courtesy of National Archives
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 21, 1953

The Honorable
Sfmeon D, Feas
United States Senate
Jy dear M. Senator:

Iam amun;_r, Jou herewith a letter
for your records of course, should nat
be cormunicated tD nYDne in the m'esent ‘time
as it would only increase the conflagration.
I nave no particular desire for it £ be
px‘educed at all unless the Democratic leaders

some future time should endeavor to mlslead
!:he American people as to the Dﬂiglns of the |
prezsnblatiusciot IRt PrcaIneh el eot |

O D a0 e S e o |

ta.huu,y and remedy 1t need not be used as
I have no desire to pub forward unnecessary |
SR, |

Yours faithfully, ‘

it

Courtesy of National Archives, Hoover, Herbert, “Herbert Hoover analyzes 5 periods in the development of the
history of the Depression,” 21 February 1933

Description

Following a conversation with Senator Simeon Fess on February 20, 1933, President Herbert Hoover wrote Fess to
record his analysis of key events and developments during the first five periods of the Great Depression. Hoover's
letter was written during the darkest days of his administration. The banking crisis of 1933 was entering its worst
phase and Hoover was trying to reach an understanding with President-Elect Franklin Delano Roosevelt that would
prevent a total collapse of the nation’s banking system. Hoover also wrote a short letter to transmit his four page
analysis in which he cautioned Fess that his letter “should not be communicated to anyone in the present time as it
would only increase the conflagration.”

Full Transcript of President Herbert Hoover's Letter to Senator Simeon Fess

Transcribed Excerpts from President Herbert Hoover’s Letter to Senator Simeon Fess

Text-Dependent Questions

How does the letter claim or assert that President-Elect Franklin Delano Roosevelt was spreading fear and
panic?
Why did President Herbert Hoover argue for a balanced budget?

Citation Information

Hoover, Herbert, “Herbert Hoover analyzes 5 periods in the development of the history of the Depression,” 21
February 1933. Courtesy of National Archives
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IT'LL SEE
ME THROUGH

ALL RIGHT!

Courtesy of National Archives, Berryman, Clifford, “That Conquering Cooperative Spirit!” 7 March 1933

Description

The Great Depression was at its worst in 1933 with unemployment at its peak. Millions of American families lacked
food. Cartoonist Clifford Berryman tries to show that even the small relief efforts of the Herbert Hoover
administration were paying off. In his cartoon, Berryman'’s “Uncle Sam” smiles and pats John Q. Public on the
shoulder as he provides a few small coins. The word “Public” appears on the man'’s hat on the left, and he says “It'll
See Me Through Alright.” Uncle Sam, on the right, replies, “Atta Boy!” In Berryman'’s view, the public is highly grateful
for even this token.

Text-Dependent Questions

How did Clifford Berryman characterize the aid given by President Herbert Hoover's administration?
Consider the historical context of this cartoon, would the majority of citizens have agreed with this
characterization? Support your answer.

Citation Information
Berryman, Clifford, “That Conquering Cooperative Spirit!” 7 March 1933. Courtesy of National Archives
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Courtesy of National Archives, Berryman, Clifford, “A Capitol Hill May Day Parade,” 1 May 1933

Description

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's first “Hundred Days” were characterized by a flood of legislative proposals
designed to alleviate the problems resulting from the Great Depression, namely high unemployment, feeding the
hungry millions, restoring business confidence and solving the banking crisis. Cartoonist Clifford Berryman captures
the frenzy of the “Hundred Days” as several legislators and a page, loaded with new legislation, sweat as they trudge
from the House to the Senate.

Text-Dependent Questions

How does Clifford Berryman use imagery to show the pace of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s first 100
days?

What was Berryman's perspective on Roosevelt's work based on how he characterized the representatives? How
does this compare with his representations of the of Hoover adminstration?

How does this use of imagery support or refute Roosevelt's claims in his 1936 campaign speech?

Citation Information
Berryman, Clifford, “A Capitol Hill May Day Parade,” 1 May 1933. Courtesy of National Archives
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Circumstances of Interview

STATE How York

NAME OF wORXER Bmenuel Verschleiser
ADDREss 1419 Jesup Ave., New York City
DATE December 20, 1938
susper_ISTIER %0 FRESIDENT BOOSEVELT

1. Date and tise ¢* fatersiow

2. Place of Interview A story based on talks with Mre Greifer,
of Spring Valley, ¥, Xo
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3. Nase and addross of person, if any, accoupanying you

6. Description of room, house, surrcundings, etc.

(Usc s many additional sheets os nocossary, for any of the forms, each
bearing the proper heading and the nusber to xhich the material rofors.)

Courtesy of National Archives, Roosevelt, Franklin D., “President Franklin Roosevelt's Radio Address unveiling the
second half of the New Deal,” 31 October 1936

Description

In this campaign radio address from Madison Square Garden, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt announced a
second set of measures to combat the Great Depression, which become known as the Second New Deal. These
included a series of new relief programs, such as the Works Progress Administration.

Full Transcript of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’'s Campaign Address

Transcribed Excerpts from President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's Campaign Address

Text-Dependent Questions
How does President Franklin Delano Roosevelt compare the work of his administration to the previous
administrations? Do you agree or disagree with this characterization? Use evidence from Herbert Hoover's

letter and this speech to support your response.

Whose “side” does Roosevelt claim to be on and how does he explain his policies to show how his policies will
support those individuals?

Why would Roosevelt need to argue for a second New Deal if his policies were effective in his first four years?
How does the rhetoric Roosevelt used show the people the New Deal was “good deal?” What arguments did he

respond to against his policies?

Citation Information
Roosevelt, Franklin D., “President Franklin Roosevelt's Radio Address unveiling the second half of the New Deal,” 31
October 1936. Courtesy of National Archives
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Courtesy of National Archives, “Depression: Breadlines:long line of people waiting to be fed: New York City..." ca.
1932

Description

This black and white photograph depicts a long breadline with a number of men waiting for food in New York City.
Under President Herbert Hoover, there was an absence of substantial government relief programs during 1932.
Free food was distributed with private funds in some urban centers where there were large numbers of
unemployed.

Text-Dependent Questions

Using information from the photograph, does this support or counter President Herbert Hoover's approach to

correcting the Great Depression?
How might you expect a person who is poor or homeless to dress? How do the individuals in this photograph
meet or defy those expectations? Why?

Citation Information

“Depression: Breadlines:long line of people waiting to be fed: New York City: in the absence of substantial
government relief programs during 1932, free food was distributed with private funds in some urban centers to
large numbers of the unemployed,” ca. 1932. Courtesy of National Archives
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Courtesy of National Archives, “REA; TVA; ‘Stringing rural TVA transmission line’,” 1933

Description

This black and white photograph shows men putting up power lines. The work was made possible through the
creation of the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), one of the New Deal programs created in President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt's first term in office.

Text-Dependent Questions

What type of work was depicted in this photograph by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)? How could this
photo been used to gain support for the New Deal programs?

How did the work depicted in this image by the TVA impact the quality of life for individuals in this region?
Compare this photo to The New Deal Mural. Both images depict projects of the New Deal. How do both
projects benefit the quality of life of Americans? Why would President Roosevelt create projects for laborers and
artists?

Citation Information
“REA; TVA,; ‘Stringing rural TVA transmission line’,” 1933. Courtesy of National Archives
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Courtesy of National Archives, Albrizio, Conrad A., “The New Deal,” ca. 1934

Description

This image is of a mural that was created in 1934 by artist Conrad Albrizio. The mural places President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt in the center of workers from various background, genders and ethnicities.

Text-Dependent Questions

What was Conrad Albrizio, the artist, trying to communicate about the New Deal through the types of
occupations and demographics depicted in the mural?

What does the placement of President Franklin Roosevelt in the center of the mural communicate his role in the
New Deal? Does this show a change in the role of president? Why or why not?

Compare this photo to Men Stringing TVA Transmission Lines. Both images depict projects of the New Deal.

How do both projects benefit the quality of life of Americans? Why would President Roosevelt create projects for
artists and laborers?

Citation Information
“State v. Amana Society: 1906,” pp. 1-7, 2018. Courtesy of Law Library, State Library of lowa
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July 14, 1056,

Doar Arthurs
Your decision to go into the drought area is the best news I has
head in @ long tines The latest of Paul Omrtor'

arrived, so I do not kuow exactly what he has,
ing on into Momtana.

1 suppose that from your travels through this région you are well
the of mterial wo wishe However, I would

A big "if any" is understood with all this wishful thinking, I
believe, from news stories thet you are into this area a
slizax of desolation has been reacheds Still sccording to the

o wel ore are nc
T no tongues parched and protruding, That dossn't surprise me,
sinoe it seens we slways get an exaggerated idea of things back

Good luck, and we will all be looking forward to seeing your
piotures.

Sinoerely yours,

4 Lookes

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Locke, Edwin, “[Letter from Edwin Locke to Arthur Rothstein, July 14, 1936],” 14 July
1936

Description

This document is a letter sent by Edwin Locke to photographer Arthur Rothstein. It outlines the type of photographs
the government would like captured regarding the aftermath of the drought. The instructions focus on a desire for
dramatic photographs showing harsh conditions against a the backdrop of aid being given to these regions.

Transcript of Edwin Locke’s Letter to Arthur Rothstein

Text-Dependent Questions

Describe the type of photographs Edwin Locke would like to see taken using evidence from the letter. Why
would he like to see those types of photos?

Consider the following quotation from the letter, “(a) big ‘if any’ is understood with all this wishful thinking. |
believe, from news stories that you are coming into this area after the climax of desolation has been reached.”
Why would Locke be disappointed in not being about to get photographs at the “climax of desolation?”

How did the type of photographs asked for by Locke promote a change in relationship between the government
and people through the New Deal programs?

Citation Information
Locke, Edwin, “[Letter from Edwin Locke to Arthur Rothstein, July 14, 1936],” 14 July 1936. Courtesy of Library of
Congress
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Courtesy of Library of Congress, Lange, Dorothea, “Part of an impoverished family of nine on a New Mexico
highway...” August 1936

Description

This photograph shows part of am impoverished family of nine on a New Mexico highway. This family was made up
of Depression-era refugees from lowa. The family left lowa in 1932 because of the father's poor health. The father
was an auto mechanic laborer, and the family had been on relief in Arizona but were desparate for money. They
were about to sell their belongings and trailer to buy food. The family had refused entry on relief roles in lowa. The
mother was quoted by the photographer saying, “We don't want to go where we'll be a nuisance to anybody.”

Text-Dependent Questions

Using evidence from the photograph, describe the story the photographer was trying to capture about the
Great Depression?

The mother of this family was quoted by the photographer saying, “We don’t want to go where we'll be a
nuisance to anybody.” Consider this statement, what did that say about the expectations individuals had about
relief provided by the government?

Citation Information

Lange, Dorothea, “Part of an impoverished family of nine on a New Mexico highway. Depression refugees from
lowa. Left lowa in 1932 because of father's ill health. Father an auto mechanic laborer, painter by trade, tubercular.
Family has been on relief in Arizona but refused entry on relief roles in lowa to which state they wish to return. Nine
children including a sick four-month-old baby. No money at all. About to sell their belongings and trailer for money
to buy food. “We don't want to go where we'll be a nuisance to anybody,” August 1936. Courtesy of Library of

Congress
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Courtesy of Centerville Daily lowegian and Citizen, “A Day In the Life of a New Dealer,” Centerville Daily lowegian and

Description

Citizen, pp. 4, 20 October 1936

This article was published in the Centerville Daily lowegian and Citizen newspaper on October 20, 1936. The piece
juxtaposes the increase in the national debt with what occurs in a “Newdealers” day.

Full Transcript of “A Day In the Life of a New Dealer” Newspaper Article

Transcribed Excerpts from “A Day In the Life of a New Dealer” Newspaper Article

Text-Dependent Questions

What arguments does this article make against the New Deal? How are these arguments made today for

government programs?

How does the author characterize the “Newdealer?” What evidence do you have for characterization?
What biases might the author have that influences their characterization? What evidence do you have of that

bias in the document?

Citation Information

“A Day In the Life of a New Dealer,” Centerville Daily lowegian and Citizen, pp. 4, 20 October 1936. Courtesy of

Centerville Daily lowegian and Citizen
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Courtesy of Library of Congress, Lange, Dorothea, “Waiting for relief checks. Calipatria, California,” March 1937

Description

This 1937 photograph was taken by Dorothea Lange, and it depicts a long line of men, women and children waiting
in line for relief checks. The checks were part of a government assistance program to help families after a drought.

Text-Dependent Questions

How does the photograph depict either the success or the failure of the New Deal programs?
Compare this image with the 1932 image of the breadline in New York. Based on the fact that the two images
were taken five years apart, how would you categorize the success of the New Deal programs?

Citation Information

Lange, Dorothea, “Waiting for relief checks. Calipatria, California,” March 1937. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Courtesy of Library of Congress, Fusco, Charles, “[Italian Munitions Worker],” 1938

Description

This is an interview with Charles Fusco, a resident of Connecticut and Italian immigrant, and it was conducted as
part of the Federal Writers' Project. Fusco talks about his family history, as well as his thoughts on recent events in
Europe and the introduced New Deal programs, such as Social Security.

Full Transcript of Charles Fusco's Interview

Transcribed Excerpts from Charles Fusco’s Interview

Text-Dependent Questions

What arguments did Charles Fusco use to attack Republican policies? Are these arguments unique to the New
Deal programs?

How did certain New Deal programs appeal to Fusco? What was his concern about these programs?

How might Fusco respond to the arguments of Henry Gill in his interview?

Citation Information
Fusco, Charles, “[Italian Munitions Worker],” 1938. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Mr. Heary G121, "Pros.” (socorbing to compuxy letterheads) geaeral mazager,
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this afteraoon. They got o bundle of ‘em through the mail there, addressed to the
Northr1eld Volustesr Pire departasnt, Beea comia' for the past couple weeks from
out westo- 'are, you can ses "ere--Oklahoms Oity.

Mear's T eaa make out, 14's scms mew plan for the revision of the capital-
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loast twenty eight dollars a week while 'e's out of work and a minimum of fifty whem
*e goes back to work, no matter what ‘e doss. They're also goin' to Tepeal taxes.
Dont ask me fow they're goin' to get the money. When I resd that far I got dimay.

"You can see 'ere Where they're collestin' money from gullible pecple, Sub-
soriptions to the paper rua frem a dollar to five, They got & bill before Congress
they elaim, and now what they're tryis' o do is elect their own represemtatives all
over the country, They make it sound very plausible.

Look tere* (resding from the paper) "The American Feusdatios fer Abudance—
(that's what they call the plan—the AYA) would mot break up monopelies, It pro-
poses that the public take them over and put them under soientific management for
the common good. It does not believe that it 1s the part of wisdeom to turn back
from any industrial gains among the people. The only intelligent solutica of the

Wis004

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Gill, Henry, “[Mr.Gill no. 3]," between 1938 and 1939

Description

This is an interview with Henry Gill, a resident of Connecticut, and it was conducted as part of the Federal Writers'
Project. The interviewee discusses the perspectives of members of his community, as well as his own regarding
New Deal programs which were prompted by an article in The American Guardian newspaper. Gill laments changes
in the standard of living and talks about how individuals may be happier with less.

Full Transcript of Henry Gill's Interview

Transcribed Excerpts from Henry Gill's Interview

Text-Dependent Questions

What were the two ways Henry Gill felt could improve the economic situation of the country? What does this
communicate about his opinion on the role of government?
Did Gill feel the New Deal was positive or negative? What evidence does he provide?

What arguments might Gill use in response to Charles Fusco, the Italian munitions worker?

Citation Information

Gill, Henry, “[Mr.Gill no. 3],” pp. 1-3, between 1938 and 1939. Courtesy of Library of Congress

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS e 600 E. LOCUST ST. ¢ DES MOINES, IA 50319 ¢ |IOWACULTURE.GOV 18



STATE

OF |OWA TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, “NYA: Farmington lowa,” 1940

Description

The photograph depicts two young women cutting wood strips for doll beds in Farmington, lowa. The young women
were participating in the National Youth Administration, which began during President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's
first term in office. Young men and women would engage in academic courses. In addition, the program provided
two paths: one which offered technical training, as depicted in this image, and one that provided financial aid.

Text-Dependent Questions

The photograph depicts two young women cutting wood strips for doll beds in Farmington, lowa. How did this

type of training reinforce or counter gender stereotypes at the time?
Compare this photo with The National Youth Administration Work Center in Brooklyn. Why were programs

specifically designed for women and minorities?
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AMERICAN
GUIDE

STATE BY STATE
THE WPA WRITERS PROJECTS DESCRIBE
AMERICA TO AMERICANS

“Through these guides to the forty-eight stotes Alaska,
Puerto Rico,the District of Columbia,and the principal Cities
and major regions of the United States, citizens ond visitors to our
country now have at their finger-tips, for the First
history, a series of volumes that ably illustrate our national way
of life, yet at the same time portroy variants in local potterns
of living and regional P President 3
PROCKSSD Y FOWA AT $R0GRAR ¥ 2 A

Courtesy of Library of Congress, “American guide week, Nov. 10-16 Take pride in your country : State by state the
WPA Writers' Projects describe America to Americans / / processed by Penna. Art Program, WPA,” 1941

Description

This poster has a stylized eagle and quote from President Franklin Roosevelt about the Federal Writers' Project. The
intent of the poster was to celebrate the work of the Federal Writers’ Project in creating works that highlight the
contributions of each state.

Transcript of “American Guide Week” Pamphlet

Text-Dependent Questions

What was the stated intent of the guides created by the WPA Federal Writers' Project?
Why would the federal government spend money to create guides like these in every state? What does this
communicate about the scope of New Deal programs?

Citation Information

“American guide week, Nov. 10-16 Take pride in your country : State by state the WPA Writers' Projects describe
America to Americans / / processed by Penna. Art Program, WPA,” 1941. Courtesy of Library of Congress

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS e 600 E. LOCUST ST. ¢ DES MOINES, IA 50319 ¢ |IOWACULTURE.GOV 20



STATE

OF 10WA

TEACHING WITH

PRIMARY SOURCES

April 30, 193

Hbn, H, 0. Bernbrook,
Waterloo, Iowe.

the woek beginning
these men
1

80 to

you ave &
the stete, whose
mubject to orite

- 1
v 1 businoes men end o o1h
word 1o good, end whose prejudices ere le
oien then mine.

hat 1 hopo frame o pot of faots, tut eep
awsy from opinion t ie to support my melection of feote

thet I shall wieh for your opinien of them.

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Harlan, Edgar, 30 April 1932

Description

This document is a letter from from lowa historian Edgar Harlan to Hon. H.O. Bernbrock of Waterloo. Harlan
recounts his time on the Tama reservation and hearing about the hunger and poverty within the Meskwaki tribe. He
then asks Bernbrock why members of the tribe are not receiving temporary relief from county funds, since they pay

state and county taxes.

Transcript of Edgar Harlan's Letter to H.O. Bernbrock

Text-Dependent Questions

How did Edgar Harlan describe the situation of some of those in the Meskwaki tribe?
Consider Harlan's argument statement: “One thing, for instance, that | do not yet see is that, since their lands
are taxed for state and county purposes — | do not see why a poor Indian, the same as a poor white person,
might not be admitted to county funds for temporary relief.” Given the historical context, why were individuals

not granted access to county funds?
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984 731 CONGRESS. SESS. II. CHS. 575, 576. JUNE 18, 1934.

Congress approved February 28, 1931, June 9, 1932, and June
S35 re Bobeby extencied one nd three yenrs reapectivly, Soons
June 13, 1
mmmmm Sto. 3, The right to alter, amend, or repenl this Act is hereby
cxprely roers
Approved, June 18, 1934.

[CHAPTER 576

Senate and House of Representatives of the
vica in Congress assembled, That here fler

opened, or wuthorize
'lyPes tial

ands so
I 1ot be affected by th
all not apply to lunds

Papago
further, That damages shall be paid
0ss of any improvements on any land lo
ten the Secreta
provernents:

States, he or they shall

ited
ted States to o e credh tof
u of

ed, to compensate for the loss
B e Tequirements of miming operstionss Provided Further,

Courtesy of National Archives, “Indian Reorganization Act,” U.S. Congress, 1934

Description

This document is the Indian Reorganization Act, also known as the Wheeler-Howard Act. This legislation replaced
the allotment policy that had dominated federal-American Indian affairs for nearly 50 years. It also promoted
American Indian self-determination and the revival of tribal communities.

Transcript of the Indian Reorganization Act

Text-Dependent Questions

Using evidence from the document, describe the relationship moving forward between American Indian tribes
and the U.S. government?

How would this relationship have created issues for American Indians in accessing New Deal programs? Use
specific evidence from the document to support your answer.

Citation Information

“Indian Reorganization Act,” U.S. Congress, 1934. Courtesy of National Archives
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FERSGRAL KISTORY
oF 3. u. 3aM05
Takex verwarin
and Transieted
Liverally
. Valdex.

T mae bora da Sagus da Grands, Gubs, in 1085, I oeme to Koy Yert eight
moathe afier ay Birshe OF Key West I remcaber very Little. I reasmber thet
By father bad 4 bakery, aad I saw mazy horsss. I remesber having beex in a
private sshosl vhish was mere %o keep 3e from amoyiag iv the houss.

1344 tm yours and var vory foud of & lady that vas named Mrs, Frame
sisse. She had & Bady boy, cad I was g0 Jealous thak one day I grabbed him
by the mesk, and if he bad ned besa Saken amy from me, I believe I would
have amotbered hin.

oy Vest until arosad 194, The greatert lapressien 1 bad was
¥hen I oame to Tamga, und cax an elsstris skfeet ear, The lapressien shat

% 440 a0 mas tat how ould & strest ear move withowt Borsss, 1 would stasd
UD on the 3eat and Weulf aak my Nethar whers wers the horses, snd she mould
1011 me that they were behind the skrest oar, The firat Shing I 414 when I

stopped down was to go Funning to Ess whers the horsss were,

I d1d 2o scmplete this

mber thab She Pedoral Govorment tosk military
Centro Eepacol when war vas deolarod beiwsen the United Seates snd Spatn,

¥e used %o hollow threugh the strests, ‘Murrad fer NeKinley.® I aiso remss-

(1) T prosume he means the priacipals

26078

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Santos, M. “[Dr. M. Santos],” between 1936 and 1939

Description

This document is an interview with Dr. M. Santos, a Cuban immigrant, and was interviewed in part for a program
within the Works Progress Adminstration. His oral history included information about his time in Cuba and early
days in the United States, as well as a rebuke of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and his philosophy toward

business.

Full Transcript of Dr. M. Santos’ Interview

Transcribed Excerpt from Dr. M. Santos’ Interview

Text-Dependent Questions

What are Dr. M. Santos' arguments against President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's policies?

What policies specifically might Santos be referring to?
Consider Santos’ arguments about the consolidation of power in the hands of a few. How might this argument

be contrary to other arguments about the New Deal?

Citation Information
Santos, M. “[Dr. M. Santos],” between 1936 and 1939. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE
SAC AND FOX TRIBE
OF THE
MISSISSIPPI IN IOWA

APPROVED DECEMBER 20, 1937

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 20 December 1937

Description

After the U.S. Congress created the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, the Meskwaki established their own
constitution. This document is the constitution and its by-laws as it was created in 1937. The preamble states, “We,
the Mesquakie Indians, enrolled members of the Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in lowa, hereinafter referred
to as the Sac and Fox Tribe in lowa, now living on the Sac and Fox Settlement located near Tama, Tama County,
lowa in order that we may perpetuate our ancient tribal affairs, transact tribal business, and promote our own and
our posterity’s social, economic, educational, and general welfare, with the guidance of Providence, do hereby
organize ourselves into one body and adopt this Constitution as the basis of our community self-government.”

Full Transcript of the Sac and Fox Tribes Constitution

Transcribed Excerpt from the Sac and Fox Tribes Constitution

Text-Dependent Questions

What were the powers outlined in the constitution for the Tribal Council? How could those powers be

superseded by the federal government?
Given the structure of the powers outlined in the Constitution, how might this make it difficult to obtain aid

from the federal government during the Great Depression?

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS e 600 E. LOCUST ST. ¢ DES MOINES, IA 50319 ¢ |IOWACULTURE.GOV 24



STATE
OF IOWA

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES

-
foundation, oan withstand a1l kinds of storms and bad weathers The roof
leaks, 3t blows thru the oracks, ome oan fix it I Wil tell you what to
est. Il give you mo medicines, They are good for rich people who

om't kmow how +o spend their money, Dom't be stingy with waters Drink

a8 mich as you osn. Eat Black bread and vogetables, And if you oan afford,

loave How York and live in the country. So I listensd to him end I om't
cospleiz. I am, thank God, over seventys So mow you kmow all sbout mes
Bew you writers ke to kuow everything, You like to know whet's goizg
on in cme's souls Not that I have smything to hide. So you premiss

mo that you will print the letter! Iam taking your ward for ite

THE LETTER

*fo Our 1lustrious Presidentt
Our Holy Sooks say: A poor man is like & desd men. You cme and
Tesurrected the poor ma from the deads Tou came md sald: "Fake up,
forgotten mans I will give you mew life, I will give you a mow doals’
Like the prophet, Nethen, who said to King Davids You have so may
sheep md yot you mant to take the last simep of the Poor mnj S0 you
4844 to the rieh, to the Wall St, bankerss Leave the poor mm his
last shesps let him sleo live, 11 the rioh mem hate you for thaty
They kmow et you brought new hope to the poer plein mm, They kmow
that never Again will the old timew come back. May Iemi respectfully

that your mams, our 11lustrious Presidmt,will live forever.®

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Verschleiser, Emanuel, “[Letter to President Roosevelt],” pp. 4, 1938

Description

The document is an interview conducted by the Federal Writers' Project in New York with Emanuel Verschleiser, an
elderly Jewish man. In the interview, Verschleiser strongly supports the actions of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt and he offers strong opposition to wealthy business owners.

Transcribed Excerpt from Emanuel Verschleiser’s Letter to President Franklin Roosevelt

Text-Dependent Questions

How does Emanuel Verschleiser describe the conflict between rich and poor in the country?
Why does Verschleiser hope President Franklin Roosevelt's name will “live forever?”

Citation Information

Verschleiser, Emanuel, “[Letter to President Roosevelt],” pp. 4, 1938. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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8.

Durhan had slosed his stors right after I laft hin, due to other intere
ectss 1414 right wll for two yearss In 193¢, T lost everything I had
in the store, by fires Thers was 0o insurance. Ratos were 8o high out
here in the coustry without amy fire protestion thet I had never taien
out anye 1 had cone in dedt right deep to (ot the stors started, and it
took seversl years o get over the loss. I have never corpletely recov-
ered from ite

1 have alwys bean able to keep fron mrtiacin: Ry hones As loa; as
1 oan do this, 1 fesl 1ike I oan feed and olothe &y familys ‘here has been
Pleaty of times whan we SuouCht We Just couldu't keep from ite Just this
past fall, my third son, Sen, wrtered Cleson. lo lmew I coulda't help him
out mich, 80 he had Been working for the Dast two sumere, saviy; Ais money
8 b could enters He Jurt oouldn's seex to 1ot enouch tO fot Gy the first
yoars Pinally, be got soae help from the Natiomal Youth Adminisbrations
But the expense of the fresimn year is so large he had to borrow some exe
s momey to carry hia on throughs lie certainly has his mind st on fine
lahing colleges He is baking sgriculturs, and he wets to teach whem he
finishes. I wish I were able to send all @y children on throuh college,
but 1t 4s ispossibles I have besn able to let them finish high school
end 1 an very thaniful for that,

"1 had & bed orop this year, 1 planted my emtira ootton allotmant,
and 1n August, it looked 1ioe Iwes foin: to have & bale %o tho acre. It
Tained a good deal and the bell weevil ruined mes it's potten %o the place
where it looks like it's impossible +o kil the weovil. 1 sproyed @y cote
ton as often s possivle, but it still didn't do wy ;oods I would have
beon better off 4f I hadn't planted & row. I avora;od 256 pownds of sed

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Boney, Ernest B., “[The Experiences of a Farm Owner],” pp. 8-10, 1938

Description

This oral history was collected as part of the South Carolina Writers' Project. Ernest Boney was a white farmer who
provided a history of his life in South Carolina. His son received help from the National Youth Administration to
finish at Clemson. The excerpt focuses on his feelings toward government control of agriculture and use of Work
Progress Administration’s programs.

Transcribed Excerpt from Ernest Boney's Interview

Text-Dependent Questions

What New Deal programs were Ernest Boney and his family able to access? How was this a change in ideas of
what the government's role?

Read the final paragraph of the excerpt again. How did Boney's racist attitudes impact his feelings regarding the
effectiveness of New Deal programs? How would these attitudes affect the ability for all citizens to be provided
relief under the New Deal?

Citation Information
Boney, Ernest B., “[The Experiences of a Farm Owner],” pp. 8-10, 1938. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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American Indian Tribes, Reservations and Settlements in the
United States, 1939

"

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Attahvich, Sam, “Indian tribes, reservations and settlements in the United States,
1939

Description
This document is a map from 1939 that shows the American Indian tribes, reservations and settlements in the
United States.

Transcript of the Map of American Indian Tribes, Reservations and Settlements in the U.S.

Text-Dependent Questions

» Considering what you know about the geography of the United States west of the Mississippi River, how might
the American Indian tribes be affected during the Great Depression by where they were living or located?

» After looking at this map, refer to the Indian Reorganization Act. How might programs provided by the New
Deal support American Indians? How New Deal programs been problematic for American Indians to access?

Citation Information

Attahvich, Sam, “Indian tribes, reservations and settlements in the United States,” 1939. Courtesy of Library of
Congress
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FOLKLORE

("NEDITED) NEW YORK

STATE Hew York
WE OF WORKER  Viwien Morris
ADDRESS 225 W, 130th Street
DATS June 20, 1636
suBJECT llarlem
DARLI0 M A DEVIL
Standing by & purpose trus, liold the Gospel benner highl
Hesding God's ooumamnd, 0o %o vistery crand,
Hosor them the faithful few, Satan and his host defy,
A1l ail to Dmaielts Secdl And shout for ianiel's Band,
My olghy men are lost, Dare to be & Daniel,
During not to stand, Dure to stand alooe,
Who for God bad been & host Lure to have & purposs fim,

By juining Daniel's lend. Dure to make it inown.

Mamy Glants great and tall,
Stalidng theu the land,

Readlong to the sarth would fall
1f met Uy Denisl's Dand,

Courtesy of Library of Congress, Morris, Vivian, “[Harlem],” 29 June 1939

Description

This document is an interview with Vivian Morris, who was a garment work in Harlem, New York. The interview was
completed in 1939.

Full Transcript of Vivian Morris’ Interview

Transcribed Excerpts from Vivian Morris’ Interview

Text-Dependent Questions

What are examples of discrimination described in the interview? How would this have impacted her access to

New Deal programs?
Consider the argument made for higher wages in the fourth paragraph and the historical context. Why wouldn't
she have received a wage increase?

How was Vivian Morris’ struggle for higher wages hampered by attitudes depicted in the cartoon “Our New

Army of Defense?”

Citation Information
Morris, Vivian, “[Harlem],” 29 June 1939. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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" 1ad over_seo the work done in-the hons, Nus! it fired someone 1 i
4o do the meavy work in the houe for me. o

n smmsal confurcnce, c£ “hich nusbond was a meifvers
was in sescion and he left nome fust throe weoks pefors Christnds.
to ba nresent ab the conferonce Toll csll. He was coricken 111
oo atter rosching the snference and’died bofors ne wea able
%o be brousht hone, andh 10 he was brougat back tome o corpass

Since nln death I vas compelled to work. ~It was very
wiffioult for me %o readjust mysolf beowse he'd alray looked
after everybhlng, Ho avan purchased my Glothes and shoos. e
It o 30 hard st £1rst but T came “bo reallgation that I h=d to g0
“it for meelf. he responsidility was mine and I took nold.

fneon we £irat eame to Atlanba husband Asd a home Duilt,
ond at his dsath he hadn't finished paying mw-sg, I had to beke
Lold and bry o sey for 16 for I dldn't have any caildren o any-
ne £ help me; Ens job wam mine. - had De notes readfusted
and troyyE domn to §36,00 & month, guls was a:'low o5 T coule
got tnam bocause the houss cost & ue_n;d when he 1ived he was -
Wble to keep up the hish notss. Wis selurywag mod and,belng
o gensral officer of the Giufdyhe was pald egaadesmt ragularly.
- With notes on the'home.of 336.00gplus my 11ving expenss and
tne memeral upkeep of the house, I found 1t nest to Smpbacible
* go 1ive. OF ccurse husbacd left me a Little money, Very 1istle
Jovever, ab his desth and thie wes soon exbausted. I then trisd
to pet work to maintaln myself. I ninde every abtempt to got work
1n orivate induetTy 58 betng unsuccosstyl, I wne compellea to
got oric on ¥PA, . T was reluctast at first to go to WP, for E
orotofore 1t had eemingly beon the conssneus of nany that only
the snim.,-‘u, Lagy, and lower types Fesorted to reliel asoncics:

5 burpier was seon eradicetid-

.{‘d)_.:,,;... 1 oxperionced £,
Courtesy of Library of Congress, Martin, Eugenia, “[l Managed to Carry On],” pp. 5-6, November 1939

Description

This source i [
is an oral history collected as part of the Federal Writers' Project. Eugenia Martin was the daughter of

slaves and she recounted her family’ i
y's story prior to Reconstructi i
death of her husband led her to participation in the WPA. ctfon In herrecent history she recounts how the

Transcribed Excerpt of Eugenia Martin's Interview

Text-Dependent Questions
How di i i
id Eugenia Martin come to work for the Works Progress Administration (WPA)? What were her initial

hesitati.ons for coming to work for the WPA?
What did the work of the WPA provide for Martin?

How does this [ [
source communicate a change in how some viewed what a government should do for its people?

Citation Information

Martin ia, "
in, Eugenia, “[I Managed to Carry On],” pp. 5-6, November 1939. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Courtesy of National Archives, Berryman, Clifford, “Our new Army of National Defense,” Washington Evening Star,
26 March 1941

Description

This scene, drawn by Clifford Berryman, depicts the general scene visible at factories and plants across the country
as workers during this time engaged in widespread strikes. The strikes were aimed at gaining higher wages as the
United States was in the final stages of its recovery from the Great Depression, though unemployment rates still sat
at 15 percent nationwide. The strikers in the illustration are holding up signs that read, “This place closed by strike!”
and “Do not cross the picket line.”

Text-Dependent Questions

What would strikers be “defending” the country from?

How did Clifford Berryman characterize the strikers in this image? The title of this political cartoon is “Our New
Army of National Defense.” How does the title support this characterization?

Why would workers strike at a time with high unemployment?

Citation Information

Berryman, Clifford, “Our New Army of National Defense,” Washington Evening Star, 26 March 1941. Courtesy of
National Archives
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Courtesy of Library of Congress, Henle, Fritz, “National Youth Adminstration work center (NYA), Brooklyn, New
York..." ca. August 1942

Description

The photograph shows two young men receiving training from the Works Progress Administration in New York. The
men are in machine shop practice and are shown setting up shaper work to cut 45-degree angles at the base for a
surface gauge. The National Youth Administration launched a program specifically for African-American youth
headed by Mary McLeod Bethune, making her the first African-American female administrator of a federal program.

Text-Dependent Questions

Why do you think it was important that the photographer captured an image of the integration of a segregated
program?

Compare this photograph with the photo of the young women in lowa. How was their training similar? How is
it different?

Citation Information

Henle, Fritz, “National Youth Adminstration work center (NYA), Brooklyn, New York. Two men, white and Negro, who
are receiving training in machine shop practice, shown setting up shaper work to cut forty-five degree angles at
base for surface gauge,” ca. August 1942. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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