Benjamin C. Buxton, Founder of Buxton, lowa,
Date Unknown

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Date Unknown



Postcard View of Center Street in Buxton, 1908

Center Street, Buxton, lowa.

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 1908



Panoramic View of Buxton, 1910
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Postcard Showing Buxton Coal Bank in Shaft of #12 Mine, 1910

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa,




Postcard of Miner with Mule-Drawn Cart in a Shaft of Buxton’s #12
Mine, 1910

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 1910



Monroe Mercantile Company Opening, 1911
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Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 1911



Monroe Mercantile Company Interior, 1911

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 1911



Monroe Mercantile Company Employees, 1911

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 1911



Map of Bluff Creek Township (Buxton), 1919

“Standard Atlas of Monroe County lowa,” Geo. A. Ogle & Co., 1919. Courtesy of University of lowa
Libraries and Archives
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Buxton Wonders Baseball Team, 1915

Osborn, Nancy, “Buxton Wonders Baseball Team,” 1915. Courtesy of University of lowa Libraries and Archives
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Interview of Paul Wilson, Born in Buxton,
May 13, 1992 (pg. 1)

May 26, 19832

AFRICAN AMEERICAN HLISTORY PROJECT
May 13, 10982

Paul Wilgon, who was borp in Buxton, Iowa and

griow up thoere before moving with his family, Lo
Haydeck, Towa and suhssquently to Des Moines, Towa
whare he spent the rest of his 1ifa.

This interview was done by Francils Hawthoroe, Project
birector for the African American History Project,

financed by the Towa Humanities Roard, and done on
Thursday, Hay 13, 19932.

Franodaa HaWwthorme: "What was 1t like growing up in shild-
hood, in Buxkton. IoWa...7 What Wére your earlieat
wieBories of haing there. ao a child, not only as 4
¢hild or at cchool. or what was 1t like &n a genaral
day? What did you 40 for paseing the cime?s

Paul wWiluon: "IE war vary axcitingl wWo had & fellow, By the
nasw of Walter Hutchingon, whoe wag the seorecary of the
Y. WM.C.A., I don't Enow wWnoee place ho took whoon he
vane there. He teld me that he wanted me To have a
Aoys Gles Club and hoe had me o go out and logk Eor
bty T could get to come and be in the glee club.
I got quite a fow. Two of the follows wlhere of that
group, Charles Taylor and Nathaniel atchinson,
the's dead pow). He had a sister that Lives in

Waterloo, Towa. I gob all the Follows together and

Hawthorne, Francis, “Interview of Paul Wilson,” 13 May 1992. Courtesy of University of lowa Libraries and
Archives



Interview of Paul Wilson, Born in Buxton,
May 13, 1992 (pg. 2)

they made & lot of good mugic, but the most
ephATTASA g thing that bappened, wae that I wae the
oply cne that couldn®t sing. All I wae doing
was hollering and they thought T was doing good.
I 4id Ehis to keep them from thinking T had made a
mistake."
"We caneé up o Des Molnes, and T use to go to the
aummar camp, [(the Crocker SAranch, ¥ .M. €.K.) Kt canp
W use T0 do FInging......What they c<called 'community
Ringing" . One of the mémbers wid named Clauvds. He had a
brother thAT USE to Sing that lived inm Chileago,
Il1lingle. "Do You remember Ceorgs Déwey WataonT®

FTARC@E HAWTROTT®: "LTve hearda of him, ™

Paul Wilspu: ~"Dewey wae to be singing with Horace Helght, SUE AC
the Edguwater EBeach Hotel, (on the north cide), and had
gotten into the 'Epirit, Put che Wwrong cpirlic' and wWwae
unable to ®wing, o he got Claude ©o Sing. I WA
sUtprised to koow him, but I was a friend of Claude
and his brather Hapold {Harold lives in California
miow ) -
We were out to a canp and singing, and this big
fellow was singing, and Warold tooched me by the arm
and sald, "if you will keep guiet, the rest of us won't
get OFT Key." T Enew that I didn"t drink, and I
Soulan't understand that statesent . ™ I don't knowe 1iF

the aroup had veted o get rild &fF =&+ aF what, Bue T

Hawthorne, Francis, “Interview of Paul Wilson,” 13 May 1992. Courtesy of University of lowa Libraries and
Archives



Interview of Paul Wilson, Born in Buxton,
May 13, 1992 (pg. 3)

know that 1 stopped singing.)™

Francer Hawthorne: "Waa that the group that gang in Buxton,
loWar™

Faul wilgon: "N@.,...that was the group that sang f£from the
crocker Branch ¥ here im Des Moines. 8inging with the
group maybe wAE 4 reéninder or fact for me to recognize

that I couldn't eing, But nobody wanted me to singl”

Frances Hawthorne: "One way of saying, "stoep ainging.®
Paul Wilsen: =Yewah, yeah.=®
Frances Hawthorne: “You were telling me that your dad, Jaceb

Wilson was agent for the company.®

Paul Wilsom: *Yas, the Buxton Coal Company. I dane
know 1f that*s what they called it or net, buTt BHUuxbon
is the one that sent him out to get workers to come out
and werk in Duxton and mine the coal, and he did, He
got a lot af prople.™ .

Frances Hawthorne: "Di& he go out of state Lo da thakd=

Paul wilgon., "vea. I dan't know where he was in the south, but
be went through the south te get workers.
{n one trip he ot a4 man b commilb himself to come [and
that rpame night....o0r maybe it waa the next night), the
man told him that "they were planning to da badily harms
to him, becaupe hoe wae taking the cheéap Jlabor sut of
the south.® pad cancelled hie plane., got Somé wWomen'a
clothes, and That wae the Way hié ot ouk, He dressed

up in women'e elothes and got out of the south." i(dea't

Hawthorne, Francis, “Interview of Paul Wilson,” 13 May 1992. Courtesy of University of lowa Libraries and
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Interview of Paul Wilson, Born in Buxton,
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know when it wag, and I don't remeeber where, bot this
is what he Lold me. )™
“I have a brothyr=in=law of mine, Tommy Mitchell. I
wai telling him this story one day; (about dad putting
an wonen's clothes). He said. “*your dad hbrought us out
of the south', and T den't Enow where they came [rom.*®

Frances Hawthorne: “You are talking about the Tomay Hitchell's
family®s

Faul Wilsen: = Yes. Tommy Mitchell's Eamily.”

Frances Hawthornae: "Bo. your dad went down south. and a whole
tamily Woilld comé hack.,"™

AUl WilgaR: "Yée&., they would pur soney intd the hank. [(how 1
didn't coc AanyEhing, But I Wae E4ld AT Wag 550,000 and
that was a lot of money in those days) but that was to
take care and for bringing a family and their beslongs=
inge, on the train. [ don't know if any man came out of
the south and then ment parsonally for their families,
but dad went prepared to bring them all up, Il was
quite a thimgl®
"My naphew wae asking about, ‘how in the world ecoold

his grandfather have $%0.000, in the bank, in his nams,

to bring labarers oub to work in the m@mines, and died
wWithout a penny in is pockek.( they talk back and
ESTER about this in the Family.... bthey're atrongl)

That's wherse T got that skory, bhut dad didn'E tell =e

anytEhing about that §5%0, 600"

Hawthorne, Francis, “Interview of Paul Wilson,” 13 May 1992. Courtesy of University of lowa Libraries and
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Frances Hawthorne: "That would be a tremendous amcunt of trust,
waen't itr=
Paul Wilscn: "Yes. But you see in Buxton, (and I guess that's

why I am 80 hipped up about 1) *if Your word isn't any

good, then forget about the rest of it.' Mow they did
that! Dad didn’t have anything, but they put that
amcunt of money into the bank (in his nama) for him to
bring out the families, (and didn"t know hew many, ) but
hé was te bring them up north, and that was to face the
white miners. They had a union, and they already had
threatensd to stop work or gomething, so these people
alraady had black werkers then; but there weren't
enough of them to maks any difference. 8o, when thay
start bringing all the black families to Buxton, and
the company had 200, maybe 500 or 600 acrem ... they
gave you about half a acre, ar soEmathing like that, for
¥ou to have a garden, so You can grow YOUr own goarden.
This lady, Mrs. Tate, called ma, (till her dying day,)
*her boy®., &She had beans, and she nesded bean poles.
She put me into businese when she told me she nasdad
some bean poles. I went down into a reserveir and cut
down those willow trees, came back and gald them toe her

for bean poles. And of course she told others that I

sold bean poles, §o...'I was in business & an warly
age, "™
Frances Hawthorne: = That's JrEatrn
5
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Paul Wilsan: "I think that 15 eme of the things that stuck with
me, becauss ons of my strengths' 1 in selling, I like
salling! I was s&lling at a very tender age, bean
poles, newspapers and magazines. T believe the mags
AZlnge Wik 4T that Eimé called. "Liberty Wagarine.'®
That"a beon a long time ago. 1 was always able to aell
thesa thinga."

Frances Hawthorme: " Did they havée a newapaper then, with rafer=-
BOACE TO.eavaawl®

Faul Wileon: *"yee, theres wae & family chére BY the name of
Eaker, and I think cthey publiched a paper. but I dan'E
remepber 1f they had A paAper ar nRot. It was mprinted
pleewhere, (just like the Eycrandar), I BERE 1T Tt&
Brother wilkinson; becavse I was working then with them
trying to ogetabligh their history in the background;
[y brother=in=law ix one of the founders of the MNEA.)
There wats a paper, that had a story inm it {(of a girl
here.) stating that she was the Ffiret hlack woman
pharsacist in Towa, but she wasn“t.™

Frances Hawthorne: “Who was i£7®

Paul Wilsan: =5 can't think of 4t now, huk this article was
in the paper. and she was the black pharmacist in
BUKton, TowWa."™

Frances Hawthorme: ™ 3o, you are 4ying, Ehe lady in Duxton,
Iowa wWag the first black pharmasigk?"

Faul Wilsen: “That's rightl®

Hawthorne, Francis, “Interview of Paul Wilson,” 13 May 1992. Courtesy of University of lowa Libraries and
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Frances Hawthorne: =Yes, I've sesn that, but don't aek mo whare,
bt T sald, ' ey goodness, 1t was very impreccive.
h woman pharmacist at that cimel”

Paul Wilson: “"But the thing, well, T guess.... ip whon I look at
a lot of Ehinga happening now. ... we had thres schoolgs
gchesls Ehere, and we had Black teachers in Lwo
schoola, and twe black principals, and here in the
capital eity, vou couldn't get one hlack in the schools
a4t the lowest grade. Tou aéo,. that didn't maake sense."

Frances HAWERSTrA&: "EdH, technically. they would be conmidarad
& the First 'black téachera in Iowa'?T"

raul wWilsem: "I wWould think 8c¢. af I dan't have anything to
back W& Up oh that. But when you g6 back then, (the
high school burped dewn in 1%07), and choy had game
black teacherg there....®

Francex Hawthorpa: "and did cthoy replace thoemy®

Faul wilson: "No. ... they didn't roeplace thom.*®

Frances Hawthorne: “what happened to the studentg?®

Paul Wilsen: = T guese they had gone to Oskaloosa or Albia,

T réally don't koow. But then they say...... that...
they had three qrade schools, one high gchool.

They had two grade schools where they had black
teachers, principal and one white school They had
a let of Swedes that camé in, and they settled in

& certain area. They wantaed a school, but they

didn't atep the bBlacks from enteéering theré. Ce
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or twoe went Lo the school, becaupe it wag conveniont
whare they 1ived. *

Frances Hawthorné: “Where there many of the difforences in
where &tores were operated and owned by blackg?®

Faul Wilaon: "Yeé&. They had a drug store, "Thomas's Drug
Store", but that was owned hy whites. T don't
remembar having but coe drug store. Wo, in Cooper=
tewn, they had a black drug store, and I'm almost
EUre Lt WAl Cooper's.™ This was a little arvea they
galled |, "Cooapertown, ™

Frances HAWTROFNE: "Yoau said, that your 4dad was an agent, Jdo you
remember new long hé was. alas that meant he wag away
from home a4 long Tims, 18 that rightre

Faul Wilson: “Yes.... that msust have besn...|I WAL PEGELY VYOURg
and dad was sick most of the time while I WAE growing
upl, as Lf that wag the cime they wers getring resdy to
move, as Lthe coal mines in WHuchikanook wag playing out,
ag Ehey had oveed up most of the coal., That could have
Lt cne of the reasons the union had decided to set up
some Tequiremnents [or the company. I knew that dad wag
mads A agent and they put this money into the bank for
him., amd he went out and brought in blacks.®

Frances Hawtherneé: “ In other words, even tha the union set up
réquirements, they still couldn 't sEaff a hlack man
In that poagiticn?"

ranl Wiloohn: "That "= right! Bacausé Ehis kind af order of
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plans, they didn't have the company over the barrel. ...
hecause 1f they wanted to work, they would ‘have to
straighten up and fly right.® They had enough blacks
coming in there, and that's why you will find in many
inatances, thers wera mora hlacks living in Buxton than
whikes. HWot to atir up any problems, the whites were in
a Vvery awkward position, because slavery hadn®t been
tos far behind evearybody. Then, living with the blacks
'déen't GEATT nothing. because they had nothing to lose.

FTARCEE HAWTROTME i " Did you have Anyens bésldenr the company
officiale whe where in charge of che Town, o did
evarybody work togecher ¢ well ThAt they WEron'tC
meadedit

Faul Wilson: *“Ho, they didan't have anything going for them,
other than, you doing what they told you to do,
(thun) in the mines, o sverybody acted acocordingly.=®
They had ‘constables'in town ... black and white.
Ed Paterson, was the last constahle T rememhar .
[he was white)™

Frances Hawthorne: =“Were any hlack constahles?=

Faul Wilsan: “¥Yes, there were hlack constahles.®

Frances Hawthorne: "0Did they do auch of the patrolling, and
aclving probleas. ™™

Paunl Wilaoh: "Yea. They were alss, Ehé "justice of Ehe poace."
I den"t rémsmber A4F they had bBlack '"Justices of the

pEace" or mat."

Hawthorne, Francis, “Interview of Paul Wilson,” 13 May 1992. Courtesy of University of lowa Libraries and
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Frances Hawlhorne: “"wWar that before the days we had radiom,
or did you have things like that thenr=®

Faul Wilson: “Ho. I don't remember having those thinge either.
RBut when T came here from Haydock, having one of thome
little.. ... {can't ressmber what they called it) but
walt a minute, ... they did have ....Edward Peru had
a small portable radio, that was opevated by hatteries.
We didn't hawve any at the time, hot... hack then in
174 we had a L1ittle thing called......."™

Friamceés Hawthorne: "Was it like a gramophone?™

Paul Wilson: "Mo, 1t was like 4 ......'erystal phone Set'.

Framees Hawthorne!: "HoWw-a-days. IHwa 18 known Por 1ts torpmads's.
Dad you have anythimg like that then, and what dia 4o7"

Faul Wilson: = Lord yeau| We tried to gtay im the houee. Thoy
tall tha tale 2f, 'the cofking etowve Reing im the sky!
and I didn't =es anything like that. Hwever, Thoy
tall me of (and I don't remembear it, because I wWam
pratey young) of this conking atove]®

Franceg Hhirhﬁfﬁf' "Going back to Buxton, and I koow you are
quite proud of your dad, being an agent.....what obhe
things in Buxton you can say you were really prowd of
and looking back, you were glad they happened and ete.®

Paul Wilson: "Well, what T see today, I was proud of everyihing
Ehat weé had in Buxton.

I esuldn't Balieve 1B, my brothar Jéa, Worksd very hard

— PR N

Erving ta get black teachars down Ehere. He talked Eo

19
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a fellow, [(who was white) who he worked with and went

to the show with. They came here in Dep Moines, and
decided they were going to go to the show, and wae

shewn & sian telling wou where you set at in the

Eheater. MNow, that didn't make any senae....no kind of

gense at alli-" ‘

Frances Howthorne: "I resember you saying, '4f you got the
people from Duxton, they would Fill up a theater and
Lhere wouldn®t be any place for the white Ffolk to mit."

Faul Wilson: "In Buzton, thers two ladies, they called Ehem the
‘Landlord sletoers' (Bath Frenchl.... and they ran Ehe
theater.,.and had avarything on the second floor of the
¥Y.M.C.A. WHhen yoUu go in thers, wWhités and everybady
else wenlb in thore, and didn't interfere with you.

It would have besn a pios thing if they had brought the
KEK lnto Buxton.®

Frances Hawihorne: ® wWhy do you say thacy"

Paul Wilson: “They wouldn't bhe around today. Never! HNeverl

Frances Hawthatrne: = what ... wousld you have done to change thenm
of gotten rid of them, or what?=

Paul Wilsan: "Well. .

Frances Hawthorne: “wWhen you were living in Buxton, arcund the
Year 1900 and 19231... there were rioks happening in
other parta of Ehe United States, wak Ehers any aspacial
reactlions wikth people in Buxtan?™

FaUl WilEoni "HOL unléasx they came bo Duxban. We didn't have any

il
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time te get out of line in Buxten. Thoee poople wWors
g0 appreciative of the fact that they woere peraitted to
live & novmal 1ife..... "

Frances Hawthorne: “What kind of hours did the people work
then, any &8t hours?®

Faul Wilson: "fes, I don't remeshex They had a train (because
the mines wasn't in Buxtom.... in another acrea) that
picked up the miners at certain times, dropped them off
and prought them back. I don"t remeaber what the hours
Wir®, Théy were reqular...[like you go doewn and work &o
many hourd and .. .¥ou could that 1if you wanted tes) but
Tou wouldn't hawve any Eransportatisn  until that given
tima, bDecAuse 1T WAE Too FAT TO wWalk.™

Frances Mawthorpne: "So no matter heow long you worked, cthey kopr
track of ths amount of coal you had mingd?®

Faul Wilson: * Oh yex! They alwayr taken an ocEPTY ®mING SAF o
the wntrance rooms whers you @ained the coal. IE vyou
wanted to sleep all day,.. you could slewp all day, but
then... you did pob get any soney. It wasn't like
giving you &0 much mopey if you were there. Tou made
the money yourself, depending upon the amount of coal
you had dug. Some of cthe fellows would go in and use
the dynamite, put it in the wall, and that would hlow
the coal and slate ount Eoo. The company was paying youe
for the ceal, not the slata."

Frances Hawthornma: "bid they woear a mask oar anything®®

B
P
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Faul Wilsem: “RHo. T never heard of any of thoem wearing maske.
It was dusty, but you were not in the minee when they
gt off the dynamite (that wae usually done at night].
They were called the 'night firemen', or the like, and
they weuld go in and blow oub the coal, and the next
day when you went im, that's when you would do the
aining. You wouldn*t have too much dogt te contend
wWikth, then you would start digging into the wall with a
pilok. =

Franced HAWThormé: "1 recall you saying, your mother didn't want
You E6 WOTrK in the minea. Did yvou work in the mines
some. or did wou Just happen to hear your father talk
AT Ssomfone olsé tAlk About what sent oni™

Faul Wilswon: "That'e right. All the minere and sthers, would
come 1n apd tell vou about what had happened.

Back ipn the daye when I wag living in Busten, we didn°"t

have family conferences like we today. wWe had “family

directions. You were told garly wenoagh: {in your
childhood, Ffor you bto understand}, ‘you were to bae
s@en, and not heard. ' bop*t you break inkto an adult

conversation, bwecause you didn't have to be 4in lipe
with ‘'"Fallworth' o get hurt, they hurt you right
Ehere. They didn't always loak for a room that Lhey
could take you.(to do whatever they had to dal, so
Whénever you made a mistake, they weuld back §t up

¥Yeéa. they would €411 you, ‘he séen and not heard.'®

13
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Frances Hawthorne: ¥ Where there any there any accidento, and Lf
g0, how often were theyr®

FPaul Wilson: "Oh yes. The accidents wers mainly where clate had
fell upon Ehe workers. Then, they had the mule driveres
gomatines they would fall off and cut their ankles.
They tell me that the mule drivers had nothing te help
them but their hands. He had ‘cone hand on the rump of
the mule, and the other hand on the coal car.” Tf the
railment wont bad, then you were in bad ahape.
Ih 192% or 1926, I had a bBook calleéd, "Coloaaal' buk
mather with her sdusatien. (which was wery limited)
ghe bBrought 1T Eo the table e night. As I recall,
it coBT $25.00 or 535.00, [(whieh was & 1ot of maney in
those days).*®

Frances Hawthorpe: " Do you remember a book written by vour
brother=in=iaw, Attorney %. Joa Brown? I'we referoneos
to AL once or twice, pot knowing 1f it'E & book or &
booklet you'd call now, and T thought it sald it was
written aroumnd 15900 or shortly afbter. It was sentioned
that he had written about 'Rlacks in Des Moines.®

Faul Wilsonm: =T Ao have a ook here Lthat haz [y sister) Sue in
it, and the history about her, but that book doesn®e
havé anything abont &. Joe. That conld possibly be it. "

Frances Hawthorne: "It is amazing of how the photographer worked
and what they had to wusé of Ehe ald pletires for them

to comeE oulk Ax wWell as picturses Esday. . cdrEAailed and
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all. ©m thies piloture, (Hotel BPudton. wherse they are
ptanding) ir it owned by whictes or black?"

Paul Wilgem: ™ Blacksl If [ recall, cthat wag the hotel that
Jamer had, I'm mot surg.”

Frances Hawthorne: " I notice a fellow on horseback, was that
the way they were traveling, or just coming from someas=
where on horseback, or is he a ‘copnstable you think?®

Faul Wilgon: "Mo. They had horses, as that was thuir only mode
transportation, basically. Thare ware somée that had
cars, but nok many."

Frances Hawblhorne: "Did they have buggies or wagons, then?®

Paul Wilsaeh: "They had Wwhite tellow Ehey calléed “Seasrge Ross™,

and bBe would go Eo Hamilton and get the mail. IE

EoRd one had ofmo AN on The Train, hé would bring them
oVEr EO EUMCOn. "Coaorge Wachingron's Hack', Ehat's
Wwhat they wsuld fall ie.m

"Thoy tTalk about Throwing Things away, Lut this 18
a plecture of Cerctrude Horthi She war Erandon Hyde's
slyter. .=

"Hure ig momething! They ll:lLIiT.'l‘. have slectricity in
the home, but they had electricity.. at such places
ag the store, Y.M.C.A..
We had a8 lunchear T was the Jlast to operate the
lunchear (I wasn®*t but about 13 year old) but T had a
gooed rapport with the atudents, and T would cpen up the

lunchear in the backyard, and 2el]l hot dogs Lo the

15

Hawthorne, Francis, “Interview of Paul Wilson,” 13 May 1992. Courtesy of University of lowa Libraries and
Archives



Interview of Paul Wilson, Born in Buxton,
May 13, 1992 (pg. 16)

gtudents Thig nisce of mine, |from Chicago), would
come down and look, and I would put one hot dog on &

bun, apd she would say, '"vou know thie ien't right, the

hot dog doesn*t £it® and she would hite off the snd
of ig.*®
Frances Hawthorne: "Tour lather was named Jacob, wean't hat®
FAaul Wilson: "Yes...and the white's, called him uncle Jake!

I réecall, somewhers dad had bought a horse for one of
By oldst Brothérs.
pad A1dn'e WerFK if the Sinéd. [ hé Rad "pinérs asthma

af hé RAd O BTGP WOFrEInRG AR Ché RinEeR). "

Hawthorne, Francis, “Interview of Paul Wilson,” 13 May 1992. Courtesy of University of lowa Libraries and
Archives
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Wiriting Public Culbure

Back to Buxton

Fula Biss .b-g;_.,}. [T
Pornd, 6, 1, July 200 PQRﬁt

Each of us has certain clichés, 1 snspect, to which

wiee are particulardy valnerable, certain songs we are compelled to
play over and over again, certain words that undo us with their
simple svllahles, For vears now | have been unable to think clearly
if the lyrics of “Sweet Home Alabama”™ are within my hearing, or
"Take Me Home, Country Rood,” or even “Long Walk Home."

Kot long after 1 began college, when it was dawning on mee that,
baving left my family, I would mever again ford as essentiol, as
integral as 1 had ooce fell among e, o eend of mine sabd, Yo
know, vou can never go bome.” Bocause I did not yel recognize that
phrase ws a clichd, e broth of i morg heoaugh e,

And that was even before T really, traly left home — bofiore
moved from the familiar landscape of mural Massachosetts to New
York City, and then 1o San Diego, and then to Towa City. Towa Cily,
wilsere T would eventually Nad pyvsell sitting elone ina small
windowless room in & big university librory, erving whibe T watched,
for the second me, the videotape of an [owa Poblie Television

dooumentary tithed Fou Can't (o Back to Budon,

Buxlon, fowa is oow just a stack of bricks and a soall Deck of
grave stones in a farmer’s ficld, but was once an unimscorporated
maining cammp of (e thonsand, am integrated lown with g majority
black population in the mostly while state of loswa during the Jim
Croow erm. Hoxton waz boill in mgoo, and il was a glost town by
12y, band it continoes om in books and songs and folklore and
public telesvision docwmentariess o= n mvth and o specter and, as |
carme bor e iE, a Kind of pramise, ot before | nnderstood Boston's
significance in that way, | nnderstood it as 1 did when | was sitting
in the library amwang hoxes of documents swailing to ba archived,
leaning towwards the small television where old folks in faded living
rerrs gpoke of Wnxtan tn that deeply wiztfnl way that is reserved
omly for The PMace Yon Came From,

I camee, at one tinee, from a place by o river, where we lived under
the flight path of an alrport and [ could see the bolts on the botioms
of the passenger jets as they passed overhead. It was a place of
womown fields and sand pits and badk waters where I rode my bike
wiills bevs whose howses were flooded by the Fsing rver every

SPring
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Now, the road through that place has widened by several lanes,
aned is lined with K-Maris and Walmans and @ mall called Lathm
Farms, which itz on lond where there were once, in my childhood,
gctual forms. The airport hos sheared off the tops of trees for
greater visibility, the next-docr neighbor who used 1o give me books
aboul Sudom amd Gomeormah has dicd, both ol my parents hayve
moved away, and I will never live there again.

Un the eveming of my first day i lowa, 1n o humd darkness full of
the purring of cicadas, 1 finally went down te the river, where 1 had
bezeen wanibing Lo go all doy, ever st [ list saw Uk waler from Use
caras | deove into town that afternoon. When 1 stepped onto the
brdge over the lowa River and stood looking out acroes the water, |
knew [ was home. | wos wrong about that; as it lurns cut. And |
koww mow Lhal iy cerlainly waes bused o aseries of Uoulling
miseoneeplions, bt it would be vears befione T would lose the
comiort that certainly gave me. At that moment the air over the
river smolled thick and slightly fishy and swect with grass and
lemves, like all the Augusts of my childbood, Aad os 1 leoked down
into the water where some tremendously huge carp wer swimming
pgoinel the current, T thanked God for bringing me home,

Furcton was a company bown, owned and operated by Consolidated
Coal Loeated aqual distance from Thres mines anoa gently sloping
hill, Buxton was more carefully planned than most coal cannips,
which were often roughly built, poorly drmined, temporary barracks
next Loy Lhee el Lipples. Thee howses Consolidated boill forils
workers were higger than in maost coal camps, and they were sct far
encugh apart bo allow for gordens, The miners in Buxton were mol
required to buy their goods from the company store, and thus not
required to go into debt to the company. Buxton had two mller
skating rinks, a swimming pool, and 5 ¥ MUA sponsored by
Consolidated Coal. Buxton was larger than most coal camps and it
wuuld Uirive for lwice as lomg, but like any oller comp it would last
only &5 long as the mines. When the town began o empty after a
fire and the collapse of one mine, it emplied very rapidly, so that by
1919 there were only aboul four bundred people lelt in Bukton

Initially, the popalation of Duxton was just over half black, amd
it womld eventunlly deop o just nnder halfhlack. Some of the hlack

miners in Buxton might have onginally been recrurted by
Consolidated to break a strike inan all white mine at Muchakineck,
lowa, When Usal moine shul, nstof Us: mimers Uere, many ol
thern blaek, were pelocated o Buxton. 10was sommon, dorng that
period, for companies to pil one racial group against another.
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Sugar cone planters in Hawaii hired Portuguese workers to break
Uhe strikes of Japamse workers, Uhe owneer of 2 shoe factory in
Massachusetts broke a sirike of Ivish workers by hifing Chinese
immigronts, and the Central Pocific Railroad in California
considered bringing ten thousand Backs across the country to
brreak o strike of Chinese workers. Some hislorismes have sugpesied
that we have early capitalism to thank for the traditional animosity
in this country between racial groups who vied for jobs. But that
andmosity didn't take in Duxton, The management of the mine was
aetivily necruiling hlack workers from Uhe South ontil at besst o,
but those workers were not breaking strkes in Buxton or working
for lower wages than the white workers. And they were not, for the
el gl Tocked out of e most desirable or U st lucrative
Johes in the mines. Both black and white miners in Buxton belonged
to the United Mine Workers, a union that demanded equal pay for
equal work.

The editor of the fowa Swre Bvarorder, an African American
newspaper, described Farxton as “rhe eolored man's meeea of Towa™
and the = Negre Athens of the Northwest.™ Buxtoen had integrated
schools and an integrated baschall tcam, the Buxton Wonders.
Busth bluscks and whiles opemted independent businesses in lown.
There was o black dentist, a black wailor, ablack midwife, black
newepaper publishers, black doctors, black pharmacists, block
lawyers, black undertakers, a black postmuaster, a black Justice of
Lhe Pescie, black conslables, Back teschers and prineiples, and
black members of the sehool board.

In Buxton, Dorothy Coller's family had a green plush sofa and a
new cookatove, Magoric Brown's family had a carpet and a pianc
in Lhe pudor. “In Buston,” Bessie Lews suid, ®vou didn't lave Lo
want for nothing.™ It was a prosperous place. But more than that,
it was a place that enjoved unusually gpnd raee relalions. -"|.an this is
why former residents would describe it as *a kind of heaven.” This
is why Uhey would continue o return for picnics forly years afler
Consolidated Coal hod digmantled the last of the howses there, And
this is why three scholors from Towa State University would sct oul
to study the town in the carly 1980s, o determine if it had been as
racially harmonious as It was rumored to have been. Thelr resulis
wene not the results one might expect from such a study. After
interviewing eeventy-five former residents, black and white, alter
analyvzing payroll records and census records and company records,
aifter remling decsdies of local newspaper sceounts, aiver looking Gor
evidence of discrimination in housing and schooling, they
determined that, yves, Buston had been "o utopia.”

I enjoved, when 1 first arvived in lowa City, a kind of giddy, blind
happiness. By then | had moved often enongh niot to have the nsial
illusions about o clean slate or a fresh start or a new life. 1 knew
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that [ could not escape myself. And the idea of beginning ogain,
with mo furnitwre and o ieends, was exhausting. So my happiness
then i hard to explain. 1 am tempted now to believe that entering
the lifc one is meant to inhabit 15 o thalling sensation and that & all.
But 1 am baunted by the possibility that 1 was happy when 1 arrived
in Toowwa ot least in pard because of oy misecneeption Uhat 1 lued
come to a place where the people were like me.

At the time, [ am sure | would have denied that roeee had
anything to with my sensc of belonging, but [ would not have
denied that certain everyday actions, like walking to the grocery
slore, were more comiortable because | was not in a place where my
roce was noticed. A fricnd of mine onee deseribed reveling inthe
amonymity of Harlem after having grown up on Cape Cod, where
his family wns one of only & few black families. In Hardemn, he told
ma, he was invisible for the first time in hie lite. And :mnihur friend
of mine, a black woman, snee deseribed to me ber experienee
walking through a Walmart in rural lowa, where she was stared at
until she could not bear the attention any more. Her hishand
suggestod that she take off her glasses so that she could not sec the
starcs, and that, she said, helped.

There are plenty of things. 1 now know, that I value much more
than invigibility. Botat the time that T moved to lowa Ciny 1 longed
forit. |wae tired of being seen, and, woree, of seeing mu;ulil ba
seen. | was tired of that odd caricature of myself that danced in
froent caff mie like a poppet as 1 walked through U stneets of places
where my race was noticeed.  In those places | saw, as T imagined
everyone else did, my whiteness, dancing there, mocking me,
doring me o ey bo understond it. And [ trcd. But by the time |
arrive] in Towa [ was frustrted by Use elfod, and resdy b oo
my glisses

Il invisibility was all | expected out of lowa City | would never have
bewme disillusiomed theme, In the emd T suffersd m for lock of
anonymity, but for lack of a community to which [ belonged in
some cssenbial way., lowa Cily waos a tovn of wrlers, a lown where
the: waitresses and the bartenders and the guys who changed the il
iy car were wrilens, and il was o lown of sclolam, o liberl Wwown,
a towm, inather wards, foll of people like me. But belonging, 1
would learn there, is much more complicated than that.

It was in the late nincteenth century, Lewis Atherton writes, that
pecople in Uhe towns off he Middle West began 1o lose Uheie sense of
belonging to the larger communities in which thev lived. And so
begon what he eolls the "twenticth century cull of joining.” In
Duccton, @ town of anly five thousand, a town a fraction of the sioe of
lewa City, a town in which members of almost every family worked,
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in some copacity, for the mines, there were dosens of social clubs
s seerel societivs, Theere was Uhe Odd Fellows Todge, the Masonic
LUinder, the Benevolent and Protective Urder of the Elks, the Tmoe
Relormers, the Lodics' Industriol Club, the Sweet Mognelia Club,
the Fidelity Club, the Mutual Benefit Literary Society, the Etude
Musiz Cluly, Uhe Sel =Culture Club....

I don't belong o any clubs, and haven't sinee [ was a child. 1
don’t go to church, | don't play any team sports, and [ pay my union
ducs without attending mectings. Mot being a joiner, 1 am forced to
believe, even at this late date, one hundred years after Foxton, in
community. And so | am forced to be frustrated by the many fonces
that thwart communitics. One of those being, in college towns, the

farct that the magority of the population s transient and un=invested
and snmewhat displaced.  And then, of conrse, there is the et that

college towns are com pany towns, towns owned, more or lass, by
ingtitutions, towns polluted by the same problems that plague those
institutions.

Muring my last vear in Iowa City, the: [Tniversity released a
lengthy report written by the Liversity Action Committee. 1L was,
te me, a troubling and contradictory document. [t began with a
series of recommendations for recruiting more minority students to
the sehonl, followed by some disturhing findings, particulady that
many minority eludents were not mpmm!l.].. ha r'at the
University. “Once minority students arrive at the University, many
repor fecling alienated smd sbone,” the repor stated. “Some
exness frstration that the depiclions of the diversity of the
Liniversity community and lowa City found on the U niversity's
website and in its printed materials arc misleading, and some
studbents are shocked to find the minority community — corrently
2,678 students of a total stedent body of 29,042 so small and so
dispersed.”

The point at which | began to ey during the documentary about
Buxton was the interview with Manoric Brown, who moved from
Buston to the mostly white town of Cedar Rapids wlen sle was
rwelve. “And then all at onee, with no waming, T no longer
existed ... The shock of my life was to go to Cedar Rapids and find
oul that I didn exist.... T hed to unlearn that Maroric was an
imporiant part of a community.”

Thiz wis not a comfortable invigibility — this was obscurity.
This wos, in her words, the loss of her sell. And this is what B
unspoken in many of the stores of integration that are told now as
stories of hernism and triomph.  This is what 1 heand in the voiee of

a man on the radio, who, when asked what it was like for him to
move bo an all white suburk of Chicagoe in the sistics, explained that
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he had children, and that he could put them in better schools there.
He wouldn't saiy, exzely, whet i Gl like, bot be implied i was a
enerifice.

During the yeors that my cousin worked os an oral historian, she
spent quite a bit of time interviewing people from what she calls
“lhe generabion of lirsls.”™ These were blsck poople who were U
first in their families o go to college, or to become professors, ar to
become profosionals — to integrate white institutions, Her father
wis parrl of Uhis peoeration, Uee first in bis Gy o leave Jamaic
and go to Harvard, and she savs she saw, as his daughter, what that
eost im. When Task her what it eost him, ecxoctly, and what it cost
others of that generation, she will not say at first. She is, she savs,
uneoemiortable sying. Alter a long silemnse she says, linally, =My
first thought wos that it cost them themeelves. But | don’t think
that's fair. | don’t think that's a fair thing to say.”

“1 memesmbseer Lhe veery day than T hecame eolored,”™ Fora Seale
Hurston wrote of the day she left the all Black town where she grew
up. "1left Eotonville, the town of the eleanders, as Zora, When |
disembarked from the river-boal at Jacksonville, she was no more.
It seemed that 1 had suffered a sea change. 1 was ot Zores of Orange
County any more, | wag now a litthe colored gir.”

Hurston refuscd to be cast as "tragically colored.” And so this
mew ientily was, she mainlained, simply o change in
eonsciousness, at worst a diseomfort. "No,” she wrote, "I dao not
weep at the world — | am too busy sharpening miy oyster knife.”

Perhaps it is only through leaving home that you con learn who
visu aret. O ol least who the world Chinks vou are. Amd thee gap
between the one and the other i the painful part, the part that vou
may, il vou are mae, oF i vou are Zom Neale Hurston, keep arguing
ppainst for the rest of your life — saying, N, T ame el while in Chat
way, or, Mo, I am not black in that way.

I used to soy that [ did not realize | wos white until I moved to
Mew York City, but that is not true, T koew full well by then that 1
was white. What I realized in New York was what it feels like to be
an ousider in vour own home, and that is not what it means to e
white in this country.

“Nobody knows me,” | cried to my mother on the phone during
that first yesar in Mew York, My days were infused with (he isalation
and the parancia of on outsider. 1 remember, for instance, my
persistent suspicion thot the Littke bovs in Ford Greene Park peed
when they saw me coming. At my most clear-headed, | understood
that the bws just kappened to have a pissing game and that 1 just
happened to walk through the park while they were at it Buat still, |
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wos nagged by the possibility that the pissing was 0 message to me,
o rrwsssz e Lhat 1owss wneguipped w interprel @ an catsider, bt
that | guessed meant, “We pies on vou and vour whiteness.”

Along wath several boxes of documents about Buxton, there are, in
the archives ot the University of lowa Library, a serics of oral
histories duocamentiog Une lives of women foom Lalioe connmunities
in lowa. Some of these eommuonities date hack to the 18R0s, 10
boxcar towns next to radlrmoasd vards, And somie of the oral stones
read, in their incomplete form, becanac they have not vet boen
Iyped by someone whe understands Spanishe *My futher was bom
in X3XXX in Mexico, His name was Jose XXXX. His mother was
NEXEEX" Bome include summary: "After fifteen years in lowa,
Carmen fecls that she hos schicved the community's respeet.”
Sonme achee: “T camee Iere witloul my family, witloul my cinale,
without my mouniaing and withoot my colioee ™

The tovwn of Cook's Point was a smiall Mexican American
community near the ity of Davenport, lowa, It was next to the
Lown durmp, on lumd formedy cocupicd by Tumler mills and owned
by a “liquidation corporation.” By the 1940s the place was
considered a blight and an ¢vesore, and when the land was sold to
an industrial developer, the town of Cook’s Point was bulldozed.
O ol woman remained rocking on her poreh as the bolldoses
approached, and another family remained in two rooms of their
house oven ag bulldozere ripped off the other halt. After paging
though a box of decuments about Cook's Point, | returned it to the
archivist, who in her friendly way remarked thal many of Lhe
interviews with former residents of Cook’s Foint revealed a deep
nostalgio for the ploce. This, despite the foct that there waos no
running waber there, no heat in winter, raw sewage in the streets,
no drinage or pavement, and entire families living in boseams and
tarpaper shacks. She could understand, the archivist told me, the
feclings poople hed for Buxton, becausc they had had a good lifc
Uere, bt shee coubd oot guite understand why peogle loved Couk’s
Painil

A gense of home is, it seems, worth more than any other
eamfort. And one of the questions T want to answer now, for
myself, & what makes a place feel like homve. 1 know that it is not so
simple as living where people speak voor lnnguage and look Tike yon
and have lost what vou have lost, but there s a kind of comfort i
that, too.

Thee bun of dvcwments alroul Couk’s Puinl revealal, smmong oller
things, that the people who lived thers wepe probably ot o poor as
their conditions might have suggested. The average income in

Eula Biss 12 Porod, 6, 1, July 2009

Biss, Eula, “Back to Buxton,” Poroi: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Rhetorical Analysis and Invention, Vol.
6, Issue 1, pg. 6-14, 1 July 2009. Courtesy of University of lowa Libraries and Archives



http://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1011&context=poroi

“Back to Buxton,” July 1, 2009 (pg. 13)

Cook's Point was very close to the national average. Some familics
Uhieme had savings in U bank, and life insuranee, and heslth
inguranee, ond o number of families owned cars. The people of
Cook's Moint did net have scecss, because they were squatting on
land they did not own, in a place that was not formally a tewn, w0
mmunicipal ulilities like ruoning waler and electricity, bul afler
Cook's Point was bulldozed and the people who lived there were
foreed bo integrate into Davenport and Meline and Silvie; many
bought homies and led naddle class lives. What they lost in the
prowss i meonnded in Chie oral hisiories that baflle the archivis)

“1 had been raisced in o white surrounding,™ Lola Reeves said of

pvoviing to Buston (roin a town where ber family was ome of thire:
hilnele farmilies "raing 1o Bnvion wirkh all rhe ]‘u"-|1|_'|||" nl"m;.'nwﬂ (5 Tk

was g greal experience forme.... | eould exercise my leelings, my
potontials, my talent and my social life and | think Buxton brought
a whiolde lot of jov to me, just to be able to live, a colored girl, in a
ordored aren, feeling like T was one of them and | was happy.”™

And perhaps this is part of why integration in this country
remains as troubled and as incomplete as ever. In 1955, Zora Neale
Hurslon was aunong Uiese who oppesed Uk Supreme Courd
descigion to integrate public schools in the Soath. “The whole maner
revalves around the sell-respect of my people,” ehe wrote. "How
much satisfaction can 1 get IFr::—m a court order for somchody to
pssoinbe willy e who does ool wisho e sear Uean ™ The foncible
integration of schools on the grounds of offering a better education
e black students was, she felt, an insull to black teachers, "It a
contradiction in terms,” she wrote, "to scrcam race pride and
equanlily while ot Use saume Ui spurimg Negro teachers amd self-
aeeneiarion.”

What integration seems to mean to many white people is that a
very small number of other people will be accepted into white
communilies and institulicons where they will be “lodenated.” 1
suspect that Hurston, an anthropologist, a collector of culture,
understood the implicotions of this, Assimilation is the unspolien
end. Dt | would like to believe that this country is capable of a
vemsion ol inlegralion greater, more ambilious, Ukan Usil.

I fovnd mvsell wondering, as T read the repor on diversine at
the University of lowa, who this pardicular version of diversity was
serving, and who it was intended to serve. For who's sake, [
wonderad, does the University want o ineressse Uhe nuombseer of
minority students from nine percent 1o ten-point-nine percent. 1t
did rol seem to be for the salie of those students, for the sake of
their education, or for the sake of their selves. 1 suspected that it
wins mare for the sake of the instinition, so that it eould appenr
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properly progressive. Or perhaps it was for the sake of the white
stuchents, s Uhal they might e exposed 1o @ limited disgres: of
diversity and thus be mode more worldly. This might help explain
some of the disappointment of the minorily students who arrived at
the University only to find that they were in service to the education
ol il beers,

Cine of the mysteries of Buxton is why Consolidated Coal so
actively participated in creating and maintaining a substantially
black town in lowa. The scholars whoe studied Duxton could not
answer this question. The most cynical explanation, that
Consalulated wanled to divide its workforee to undermmine ther
colleetive power, s contradicted not only by the fact thot all the
minees were unionized, but by the experiences of the people who
liwed in Boxton, Many of them helleved that the company actively
diseouraged diserimination, both public and private, and that a
man eould lose his job for spitting on another man.

Whatever the explanation, there was coal to mine in Duxton but
thire were also Hves to lead, and somehow hoth nndertakings
turned out alrght for awhile, It is naive, | think, to suppose that
Buxton was truly o utopia. But [ would still like to belicve what one
man who used to live thene said, decades after he left, *I'm not so
sure, I'm not S0 sure vou canT 2o haek 1o Buxton,™

iy Kula Hiss, 2008,
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Aftermath of Explosion in Buxton’s #12 Mine, Date Unknown

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Date Unknown



“Buxton Review” in the lowa State Bystander,

June 26, 1914
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Excerpt 1: Table 3.2, p. 73

Annial Income of Selected Worlkess, Buxton, 1514

Decupational Groag ‘Worker and Wape

Frotessional and Fhysician, $3000; lawer, B1000; dontist, §1200; secrelary of YRCA,

serniprofessional F1100; minister, $980; teacher, 3490

Business Marchant, 31060; restamanteur, $1000; manager of telephona
commpanny, FE0E stone clork, 300

Artisan Blacksmith, $925; carpentar, 7 12; shoemahker, $637

Lol pe o LICR 100w Top boss L1800 mane Dy TR TRAL F900: mule deer, $S00: miner,
199

Trarsport ation and Railroad worker, $1 162 mail camier, $1000; telegraph operator,

communication F700: section hand, 400

Samvice work Cook, $675; barber, $35%; midwile, $250

Lakboer Machinist, $79%5; teamster, $603; day laborer, 3162; laundiess,

$375; doinedlic, $201

daricullure Farmer, $900; larmband, 3260

Source: lowa, Census of lowa, 1915, Manescnpt Population Schedules for Bluff Creel Township,
Monroae County. Note: 'Where categogies included more than one worker, the reported income figures
W dvordged,

Schwieder, Dorothy, “Buxton: Work and Racial Equality in a Coal Mining Community,” The lowa State
University Press, 1987.
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Excerpt 2: p. 190

Two yaars after axpariencing long layoiis and a sizeable loss of population, Buxton suffered ancihar
econemic selback in the form of sevaral fires. In Ogtober 1916 fire destroyed B.F, Cooper’s drugstore
ifi Coopertown, Without ether & water supdly o fing extinguishens, 1ocal residents wend unable b pot
gut the blaze until it had bumed down more than half of Coopertown's® businesses, Buildings
destroyed included the Buxton Holel (Buxton's major hotel), the Cooper Drug Store, a groceny stone,
the Masonic Hall and séveral other lodge halls, the Buxton Cigar Factory, the Granbarry Tailor Shop,
and an amuzamant hall. The fire also burned several private residences. In total, local residents
estimated the oo bo e around $14,000, and because of an inadeguate waler Supply, businass
peaple had been able %o insure their businesses for only one-sxth of their fotal value, Buxion akso
exparienced two fires in 1917 that together destroped & grocery slara, a dance hall, a garage, a bakery,
and a private residence.

*Looperiown was 2 suburp'nelghbormosd of Buxton,

Schwieder, Dorothy, “Buxton: Work and Racial Equality in a Coal Mining Community,” The lowa State
University Press, 1987.
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In the early spring of 1897 | went as a bride to what was
once old Muchakinock, an Indian name that was derived from a
nearby creek meaning, | was told, "hard to cross.” [T was a mining
camp five or six miles from Oskaloosa, the county seat.

The camp, as it was called, had formerly been inhabited by
white miners. When they went on a strike the Chicago and North-
western Coal Company, who owned the mines, brought in colored
miners and their families from Staunton, Charlottsville, and other
towns in Virginia. These colored men knew nothing of mining
but were tauwght coal-mining by men hired by the Company. Be-
sides the colored people there were also a goodly number of
Swedes.

Overshadowing the town to the south was a huge pile of
smoking slag, which when fanned by the wind would burst into a
flame looking like a small mountain,

A branch of the C. and M. W. Railroad ran west through
the town, which was often used as a street especially in muddy

weather.

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa
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The coal company not only owned the mines but owned
and operated a General Merchandise store, which had a system
known as Order Days running, say, from the first to the fifth of
the month according to the number of people and the division of
the town. On these days the miners or their wives would order
groceries, etc., supposaedly to last a month or until the next
Order Day. To the clerks it meant work and more work, for many
times they would have to work all night putting up orders with
no extra pay. To the women it was like a great social gathering
where they could get together and visit or learn the latest news
of the town, perhaps the death of a miner caused by falling slate
ar the birth of twins having been brought into the world by Old
Lady Ross, the midwife of the town, who in her black and white
apron was usually kept busy.

The store used the check system, checks ranging from one
to ten dollars, and as small purchases were made the clerks would
punch the check according to the amount of the purchase, so no
maoney was used in exchange, The amount of the checks would
be taken out of the miner's pay check before the next pay day.

After a time the Superintendent suggested a Colony, an

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa
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3.
organization whereby the single men by paying 75 cents per
manth and the married men $1.50 per month could have medical
attention in case of sickness without being a probable burden on
the county.

The new camp was named Buxton, after the Superintendent
of the Mines, a name that was destined for more than a score of
years to take its place among other towns of the state. It carried
with it all the traditions of the old town, yet it attracted many
people from various towns and cities of 1llinois, Ohio, Kentucky,

and Missouri, in fact from everywhere,

A view of Buxton from the south {lowa State Historical Depart-
ment, Diviston of Historical Museum and Archives, Annafs of lows
photograph collection),

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa



https://iowahist.uni.edu/Social_Economic/PDF_FILES/As%20I%20Remember.pdf
https://iowahist.uni.edu/Social_Economic/PDF_FILES/As%20I%20Remember.pdf

“As | Remember” by Minnie London, 2003 (pg. 6)

| am sure | am safe in saying that when the town, Buxton,
was at its height, no other town in lowa could boast s0 many
professional and business people of our own group. Doctors,
lawyers, teachars, druggists, pharmacists, undertakers, postmaster,
Justice of the Peace, constables, clerks, members of the schoaol
board, and what have you were all there,

H. A. Armstrong who owned and operated the meat mar-
kets in both camps acquired considerable wealth, and | might say
was 3 man of strong convictions and advocated that the solution
of the race problem could be accomplished by inter-marriage and
in his own life practiced what he preached,

The following persons were prominent at some time in the
camp and the positions they held. Dr. E. A. Carter now of Detroit,
Michigan; Dr. C. G. Rebinson of Chicago; Dr. Williams: Dr. H. H.
London, and Dr, Taylor; Lawyers, Geo. W. Woodson and Jas.
Spears; Druggists and Pharmacists, B. F. Cooper and lke and
Hattie Hutchinson; Undertaker, S, Billings; Postmaster, Ed Mills;
Dentist, L. R, Willis; Music teachers, Cora Thomas, Josie Meadows,
Mollie Tibbs, Mrs. Will Lee, and Mrs. Dumond (wife of the Congre-

gational Minister); Justice of the Peace, E. A, London; Constable,

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa
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B.
Tom Romans, James Roberts manufactured Cuban Hand Made
Havana Cigars and did a wholesale and retail business,

The Granberry Bros., manufacturers of tailor made clothes,
satisfied the most discriminating customar,

Peter Abington, the caterer, kept his wagan on the street
all day long selling ice cream, pies, bréad, butter, and eggs.

There was a newly constructed General Merchandise Store
with the same old and newly added clerks.

The Buxton Savings Bank occupied one end of the store
building with Mrs, Lottie Baxter, the daughter of H. A, Arm-
strorg, as cashier,

Among othar business ventures in Buxton that stand out in
my memary arg: Lewis Reashy with his hamburger and hot dog
stand across from the company store and in front of the Y. M.C.A.
His comical manner of erying his wares would attract passers-by,
who would stop and listeén ta lum, then find themsalves thrusting
their hands into their pockets and saying, “A hot dog pleass.”

London and London, the business of E, A, and W, H, whao
dealt in sewing machines and musical instruments, was located

in the Thomas Block.

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa
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Yes, Buxton had a newspaper too, namely, the “Buxton
Advocate.” It was a weekly edited and owned by R. B. Mont-
QOMery.

The ¥.M.C.A. was a large three story structure built diag-
onally across from the company store, It was built expressly for
the colored miners, and when they seemed reluctant to take
advantage of the opportunity, the Supt. indicated that he would
turn it over 1o the white people, Our people, after reconsideration,
pledged cooperation and then a very efficient secretary in the
person of L. E. Johnson was engaged.

The first floor of the building contained offices and rec-
reation rooms. The second a spacious auditorium with stage and
dressing rooms, The third floor was octupied by rooms for the
many stcret orders, To the north of the large building was a
smaller building containing 8 swimming pool for the younger
group with their own secretary.

The Langlois sisters, better known as the French Women,
displayed moving pictures every night, which afforded a very
enjoyable recreation for the miners and families. Road shows as

well as moving pictures were featured in the auditorium, Among

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa



https://iowahist.uni.edu/Social_Economic/PDF_FILES/As%20I%20Remember.pdf
https://iowahist.uni.edu/Social_Economic/PDF_FILES/As%20I%20Remember.pdf

“As | Remember” by Minnie London, 2003 (pg. 9)

therm East Lynne and the Count of Monte Christo,

Among the many noted Negroes who entertained packed
houses were: Hallie O, Brown, Booker T, Washington, Blind Boone
and Roscoe Conklin Simmaons.,

| must not forget to relate to you about the roller skating
rinks and the added recreation it afforded the younger folks,
and | might add some older ones too, You ought to have seen how
these boys and girls did skate! The jolting jitterbug of today was
a mild comparison,

Various parts of Buxton were named for the leading citizens
of that section, thus: Coopertown town took its name after B.
F. Cooper, the leading Negro druggist there, or in fact, the leading
druggist in the state at that time. Gainesville was named for
Reubin Gaines, a well-to-do man in the community.

There was one part of the camp in which we lived that was
known as “Gobbler's Nob,” Why, | never knew, but | do know it
was an elevation at the foot of which was a ravine that could be
reachied by a foot bridge in rainy or muddy weather,

“Sharp End,” | suppose, was the sudden termination of

the town to the south, and located in thig area was a drug store

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa
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8.
owned and operated by lke Hutchinson, whose wife Hattie was
the registered pharmacist.

Following the road a littie farther west was a grocery store
managed by J. W. Neely, who also was a pharmacist. By all means
we must not forget H, D. (Hustler) Williams looking out for business.

Mear the depot Anderson Perkins and Son operated a hotel
and confectionary. They advertised good meals and first class
service, Hotel rates $1.00 and $1.50,

A. G. Ahodes owned a shoe shop and did repairing while
yvou waited, he also sold foot form shoes to order,

If you desired an old-fashigned meal and did not wish to
go home or bother to cook on a hot day, all you had o do was 1o
stop in Jeffer's Restaurant, run by Andy Jeffers and his wife,
Maggie.

The hair dressing, manicuring, face massage, and chiropody
was all done by Madam Ella Yancy. She was an honor graduate
of the Mew York College of Hairdressing. Madam Yancy was
Buxton's best specialist in scalp treatment. “If your hair won't
grow, won't straighten, all you have to do is to see Madam Yancy

and find out the reason and get a remedy”; and "If your wrinkles

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa
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8.
won't leave and your cheeks won't fill out, see Madam Yanoy™;
and *If your corns bother you and just won't stop hurting, see
Madam Yancy.”

Rev. Lucas operated an wp-to-date bakery and kept the
town supplied with fresh bread,

Manie Lobbins had a livery barn in the Sharp End, and since
this was in the horse and buggy days no one was required to take
Hobson's choice,

If you wanted coffee like your mother made, you would go
to the Rising Sun Restaurant in Coopertown, operated by Mrs.
Anna Lobbins, She would serve you a hot lunch or a complete
dinner at reasonable prices,

Pater Carey’s barber shop was also in this section, located
across from Cooper’s Drug Store, He was always in whengver one
wanted a hair cut or shave,

The schools took the name of the stroets, if we may call
them streets, on which they were located or the section of town,
Thus we had a Fifth Street School, an Eleventh Street School,
and a Swede Town School, They were two story buildings of

four rooms, each thus employing twelve teachers,

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa
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1.
pageants, and drills were always greeted with cheers and enthu-
siasm,

| now remember some things concerning the store. Two
things one could not purchase were revolvers and alcoholic patent
medicines, the kind in which alcohol was so prevalent that it
became 8 cheap grade of whiskey. Al one time a certain patent
medicine was withdrawn from the stock when a miner was found
drunk with two bottles, empty, in his pockets,

The store at night after the miners had cleaned up and eaten
their supper was like a large auditorium where the miners gathered
to trade, smoke, and visit. There was no comment on loafing. The
manager considered it far better to have them pass their time in
that manner than in the nearby saloons, One proprietor of the
store said at one time that he had within a three year period cause
to remowve only one drunkard from the building. The store was a
boon to the town and the miner's friend always.

About 1821 many of the pioneers were destined 1o be
moved to another coal field as the mines at Buxton were just
gbout worked out, The new camp was called Haydock, still in

Monroe County about eighteen miles distant over hills and valleys.

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa
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12.

Fewer still were willing to follow up the unstable life of a miner
and so many continued to go to various cities, The camp had al-
ready besn populated by many white miners and their families,
mainly from [llinois, thus there were less colored people and very
few business ventures,

The Buxton Wonders, a ball team of the camp, enjoyed an
enviable reputation for being one of the best teams in the state.
Some of the boys on this team were: George Meal, Cliff Wallace,
and Skinny Wilson,

Some intimation at times endeavored to decry the law-
abiding attitude of the camp owing 1o the fact that two or three
crimes wore committed. When we think of the duration of the
town and the diversity of its population - say 4000 or more - few
indeed were the tragedies.

The churches of the new camp were about the same type
structures as the anes in the old town, perhaps somewhat larger
with different interior arrangement. There were in the life of the
community two Baptist Churches, one Methodist, a Congrega-
tional Church, and the Church of God. The Congregational services

were held in the Y.M.C A,

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa
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13.

| think | never saw church members so spiritually imbued,
| recall a revival at the A.M.E. Church with an eleven year old
evangelist, Lonnie Dennis, Well, grown-ups were converted in that
meeting that | am sure that as long as they lived, putting it in the
words of James Weldon Johnson, "were true to their God and

true to their native land,” Truly a little child led them.

London, Minnie, “As | Remember,” Explorations in lowa History Project, 2003. Courtesy of University of
Northern lowa
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