Burlingame Treaty, 1868 (Pg.1)

PEACE, AMITY, AND COMMERCE

Treaty signed at Washington July 28, 1868, supplementing treaty of
June 18, 1858

Senate advice and consent to ratification, with amendments, July 24,
1868*

Ratified by the President of the United States October 19, 1868

Ratified by China November 23, 1869

Ratifications exchanged at Peking November 23, 1869

Entered into force November 23, 1869

Proclaimed by the President of the United States February 5, 1870

Provisions relating to immigration modified by treaty of November 17,
1880 *

All provisions continued in force by treaty of October 8, 1903, “except
in so far as they are modified by the present Treaty or other
treaties to which the United States is a party”*

Superseded November 30, 1948, by treaty of November 4, 1946 *

16 Stat. 739; Treaty Series 48

ADDITIONAL ARTICLES TO THE TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
Anerica AND THE Ta-TsiNne EMPIRE oF THE 18TH OF JUNE, 1858

Whereas since the conclusion of the treaty between the United States
of America and the Ta-Tsing Empire (China) of the 18th of June, 1858,
circumstances have arisen showing the necessity of additional articles thereto,
the President of the United States and the august sovereign of the Ta-Tsing

1The treaty was originally signed July 4, 1868, The Senate resolution of advice and
consent to ratification contained the following amendments, which were incorporated in
a new engrossed text signed July 28, 1868:

Art. V: after the words “United States” where they occur the second time, insert
or Chinese subjects.

Art, V: After the words “Chinese subject”, insert or citizen of the United States.

Art. VI: At the end, insert But nothing herein contained shall be held to confer
naturalization upon citizens of the United States in China, nor upon the subjects of China
in the United States.

Art. VII: Delete. [Art. VII reads as follows: “The United States and the Emperor of
China recognizing in the present progress of nations a favorable tendency towards a unity
of civilization, and regarding a unity of money and a unity of weights and of measures as
favorable to that great object, do hereby agree that they will use their influence and
efforts to obtain the establishment by the general agreement of nations of representative
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Empire have named for their plenipotentiaries, to wit: the President of the
United States of America, William H. Seward, Secretary of State, and his
Majesty the Emperor of China, Anson Burlingame, accredited as his Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, and Chih-Kang and Sun
Chia-Ku, of the second Chinese rank, associated high envoys and ministers of
his said Majesty, and the said plenipotentiaries, after having exchanged their
full powers, found to be in due and proper form, have agreed upon the
following articles:
ArTicLE 1

His Majesty the Emperor of China, being of the opinion that, in making
concessions to the citizens or subjects of foreign Powers of the privilege of
residing on certain tracts of land, or resorting to certain waters of that empire
for purposes of trade, he has by no means relinquished his right of eminent
domain or dominion over the said land and waters, hereby agrees that no
such concession or grant shall be construed to give to any Power or party
which may be at war with or hostile to the United States the right to attack
the citizens of the United States or their property within the said lands or
waters; and the United States, for themselves, hereby agree to abstain from
offensively attacking the citizens or subjects of any Power or party or their
property with which they may be at war on any such tract of land or waters
of the said empire; but nothing in this article shall be construed to prevent
the United States from resisting an attack by any hostile Power or party
upon their citizens or their property. It is further agreed that if any right or
interest in any tract of land in China has been or shall hereafter be granted
by the Government of China to the United States or their citizens for pur-
poses of trade or commerce, that grant shall in no event be construed to divest

coins having a common value and also a common standard of weights and measures for all
countries.”]

Art, VIII: Delete and insert the following: Citizens of the United States shall enjoy
all the privileges of the public educational institutions under the control of the govern-
ment of China, and reciprocally, Chinese subjects shall enjoy all the privileges of the public
educational institutions under the control of the government of the United States, which
are enjoyed in the respective countries by the citizens or subjects of the most favored
nation. The citizens of the United States may freely establish and maintain schools within
the empire of China at those places where foreigners are, by treaty, permitted to reside
and, reciprocally, Chinese subjects may enjoy the same privileges and immunities in the
United States”. [The deleted text reads as follows: “The United States freely agrees that
Chinese subjects shall, without hindrance on account of their nationality or religion, be
admitted to all schools, colleges and other public educational institutions, without being
subject to any religious or political test. And on the other hand His Majesty the Emperor
of China agrees that citizens of the United States may freely establish and maintain
schools in that Empire at those places where foreigners are by treaty permitted to reside.”]

The Senate amendments were incorporated in a new engrossed text which was signed
on July 28, 1868,

2TS 49, post, p. 685.

®'TS 430, post, p, 704 (art. XVII).

“TIAS 1871, post, p. 761.
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the Chinese authorities of their right of jurisdiction over persons and property
within said tract of land, except so far as that right may have been expressly
relinquished by treaty.

ArTicLE II

The United States of America and his Majesty the Emperor of China, be-
lieving that the safety and prosperity of commerce will thereby best be pro-
moted, agree that any privilege or immunity in respect to trade or navigation
within the Chinese dominions which may not have been stipulated for by
treaty, shall be subject to the discretion of the Chinese Government and may
be regulated by it accordingly, but not in a manner or spirit incompatible with
the treaty stipulations of the parties.

ArTicLe III

The Emperor of China shall have the right to appoint consuls at ports of
the United States, who shall enjoy the same privileges and immunities as
those which are enjoyed by public l]aw and treaty in the United States by the
consuls of Great Britain and Russia, or either of them.

ArTicLE IV

The twenty-ninth article of the treaty of the 18th of June, 1858, having
stipulated for the exemption of Christian citizens of the United States and
Chinese converts from persecution in China on account of their faith, it is
further agreed that citizens of the United States in China of every religious
persuasion and Chinese subjects in the United States shall enjoy entire liberty
of conscience and shall be exempt from all disability or persecution on account
of their religious faith or worship in either country. Cemeteries for sepulture
of the dead of whatever nativity or nationality shall be held in respect and
free from disturbance or profanation.

ArTICLE V

The United States of America and the Emperor of China cordially recog-
nize the inherent and inalienable right of man to change his home and
allegiance, and also the mutual advantage of the free migration and emigra-
tion of their citizens and subjects respectively from the one country to the
other, for purposes of curiosity, of trade, or as permanent residents. The
high contracting parties, therefore, join in reprobating any other than an
entirely voluntary emigration for these purposes. They consequently agree to
pass laws making it a penal offence for a citizen of the United States or
Chinese subjects to take Chinese subjects either to the United States or to
any other foreign country, or for a Chinese subject or citizen of the United
States to take citizens of the United States to China or to any other foreign
country, without their free and voluntary consent respectively.
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ArTicLE VI

Citizens of the United States visiting or residing in China shall enjoy the
same privileges, immunities or exemptions in respect to travel or residence as
may there be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation,
and, reciprocally, Chinese subjects visiting or residing in the United States,
shall enjoy the same privileges, immunities and exemptions in respect to
travel or residence as may there be enjoyed by the citizens or subjects of the
most favored nation. But nothing herein contained shall be held to confer
naturalization upon citizens of the United States in China, nor upon the
subjects of China in the United States.

ArticLe VII

Citizens of the United States shall enjoy all the privileges of the public
educational institutions under the control of the government of China, and
reciprocally, Chinese subjects shall enjoy all the privileges of the public educa-
tional institutions under the control of the government of the United States,
which are enjoyed in the respective countries by the citizens or subjects of the
most favored nation. The citizens of the United States may freely establish
and maintain schools within the Empire of China at those places where
foreigners are by treaty permitted to reside, and, reciprocally, Chinese subjects
may enjoy the same privileges and immunities in the United States.

ArTicLe VIII

The United States, always disclaiming and discouraging all practices of
unnecessary dictation and intervention by one nation in the affairs or domestic
administration of another, do hereby freely disclaim and disavow any inten-
tion or right to intervene in the domestic administration of China in regard to
the construction of railroads, telegraphs or other material internal improve-
ments. On the other hand, his Majesty, the Emperor of China, reserves to
himself the right to decide the time and manner and circumstances of intro-
ducing such improvements within his dominions. With this mutual under-
standing it is agreed by the contracting parties that if at any time hereafter
his imperial Majesty shall determine to construct or cause to be constructed
works of the character mentioned within the empire, and shall make appli-
cation to the United States or any other Western Power for facilities to carry
out that policy, the United States will, in that case, designate and authorize
suitable engineers to be employed by the Chinese Government, and will
recommend to other nations an equal compliance with such application, the
Chinese Government in that case protecting such engineers in their persons
and property, and paying them a reasonable compensation for their service.

In faith whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed this treaty and
thereto affixed the seals of their arms.

Johnson, Andrew, “Additional articles to the treaty between the United States of America and the Ta-Tsing
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Done at Washington the twenty-eighth day of July, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight.

Wiriam H. SEwarp [sEaL]
AnsoN BURLINGAME
CHIE-KANG [ideographic signature] [sEAL]

Sun CHa-kU [ideographic signature]

Johnson, Andrew, “Additional articles to the treaty between the United States of America and the Ta-Tsing
empire, of June 18, 1858. Concluded at Washington, July 28, 1868,” 1868. Courtesy of Library of
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“How John May Dodge the Exclusion Act,” July 12, 1905
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“Immigration Report: A Banner Year” Newspaper
Article, December 16, 1907
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ERTR e -,

A PREOOCLAMATIOR

To the Feople of Iowa:

Whereas, our country 1s engaged in war with forelgn
powars; and,

Whereas, ocontroversy has arisen in parts of thie
stete concerning the use of forelgn languages:

Therefore, for the purpose of ending such contro-
varey and t0 brimg about peace, quist and harmony lulo'nf our
poople, attention ls directed to the following, end all are
requesated to govern themselves accordingly.

The official la e of ths United Stetes and the
atata of Iowa 18 the English 1 e, Freedom of spaech is
guarantesd by federal and atate Constiftutions, but this la not
& guaranty of the right %o use & language other than tha lan-

s of this country-~the English langusge. Both federal and
gtate Constitutions also provide that "po laws shall be made
regpeoting an establishment of religion or preohibiting the
free exarcise thereof." Each person 18 guaranteed frasdca to
worship God mscording to the dictates of his own coneclance,
but this guaranty does not protect him in the use of a foreign
1 a wWhen he oan as well express his ht in English,
nor entitle the perscon whe cannot speak or retand the
English language to employ & foraign langusge, when to do B0
tends, in time of national peril, to creata discord among nelgh-
bors and oltizens, or to diasturb the peace and gulet of the ocom=
munity.

Every peroon should appreciste and oheerve his duty
to refrein from all acis of conversation which mey exolte sue-
plolon or produce strife among the people, but in his relatlon
to the public should seoc demean himself that every word and act
will manifest his loyalty to his country and hie solemn purpose
to aid in achieving victory for our ermy and navy and the per-
monant paaca of tha world.

If thars must be disagresment, let adjustment be
mads by thosa in offioial authority rather than by the par-
ticlpants 1n tha disagreemsnt. Voluntary or sslf-constituted
committess or emsoclations undertaking the pattlement of such
disputes, instead of promoting pesce and harmony, Are A manaos
+o society and a frultful cause of violence. The great aim
and object of all shonld be unity of purpoee and & solidarity
of all thes people under the flag for victory. This much we
owe to ourgalves, to posterity, to ocur country and to the werld.

Therefore, the followlng rules should obtain in
Towa during the war:

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Harding, William, “Babel Proclamation,” 4 December 1918
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Firat. English sghould and must be the only medium
of inatTuotlon in public, private, dencminational
or other slmilar sochools.

Begond. Cenversatlon in publie plases, on trains and
over the talaphons should be in the English lsn-

guage.

Third. All public addresess should and must ba in the
1ish language.

. Let those who ocsnnot spsak or understand the
nglish language oonduct their religlious worship
in thelr homoa,

This course carrled cut in the epirit of patriot-
igm, though inconveniant to somo, will not intsrfere with
their puarantead constitutioenal rights and will result in
peacs and trmngﬁ:& home and greatly strengthen the
country in battle. blessinga of the United States are
g0 great that any inoconvenlenos or gacrifice should willing-
1y be meds for their perpetulty.

Therefore, by virtue of authority in me wested, I,
W. L. El:'ding, Governor of the state of Iowe, commend the
opizit of tolsrance and urga that hancaforward the within
cutlined *ules be Adhared to by all, that patty diffarances
ba avoidsd and forgotten, and that, united as ons paopls with
ons purposs and cne language, ws fight shoulder to shoulder
for tha good of mankind.

IN TESTIMONY WEEREQF, I have here-
unto get my hand end ocsussd to
bo affized the Great Seal of
the State of Iowa,

Dong at Des Upinas, thils twenty-
third day of May, 1018,

??'-f 'J—;rd-a.q,.x,f-_ —— 7

By the CGovernor:

. § Offs

Seoratary of State.

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Harding, William, “Babel Proclamation,” 4 December 1918



lowa Governor Robert Ray’s Congressional
Hearing Testimony about Refugee Legislation,
May 24, 1979 (Pg.1)

1 Hearing on |

2 H.R. 2816 - Refugee Legislation
5 e

4 THURSDAY, MAY 24, 1979

5

U. 8. House of Representatiwves,

Committee on the Judiciary,

7
Subcommittes on Immigration, Refugees,
B and International Law,
o Washington, D. C.
10 The subcommittes met at 10:45 a.m. in room 2237 of the

11 | Rayburn House Office Building: the Honorable Elizabheth Holtzman,
12 | chairperson of the subcommittee, presiding.
lﬂi Fresent: Representatives Holtzman, Harris, Fish, Butler,

-

14 || Bnd Lungren.

2

23

4
Raparters, Inc.
25

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979
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5048

rl 73
1 Ms, Holtzman., The subcommittes will commence the
2 final day of hearings on legislation that I, along with Chairman
3 Feter Rodino, have introduced on behalf of the Carter
4 administration. E
s We are very proud today to hear from several state ;
5? governments and, in particular, the governcr of Iowa, the
T; Honorable Robert Ray, who will be aceompanied by a representa-

|

3: tive of Michigan's governor, the Honorable William Milliken.
9: I would like to congratulate Governor Ray on what I |
Hi'i understand is a wvery successful refugee resettlement program :
1 in Iewa, and hie active invelvement in the program. i
12 Clearly the success of the effart depends in large
13|l part on the leadership and personal initiative of the governer
141l and his staff, as well as those responsible in the waricus
15 resettlement communities.
16 I hope this legislation will serve to establish mors
7 permanent legislation to ensure more successful ressttlement I
12 and better cooperation between federal and stn£e governments.
9 We now invite Governor Ray to come forward. We understand
20 Congresasman Jim Leach will intreduce him to the committee,
21 Congressman Leach, we are very pleased to have you here.
22

{
23
24

ial Fleporiers, Ine.
25

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979
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1 STATEMENT OF HONORAELE ROEERT D. RAY, GOVERNOR OF

21 I0WL; accompanied by JOYCE SAVALE, JAMES JORDAN , |
3 SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO HONORABLE WILLIAM G, MILLIKEHN, |
4 | GOVERNOR OF MICHIGAN, and KENNETH QUINN. I
5| Mr. Leach. Thank you.

ﬁi Madam Chairwoman, I .am wvery pleased to intreoduce to the

7| subcommittes Governor Ray. Iowa has the most comprehensive
8 and probably successful refugee program of any state in the
9 country. This past January I had the privilege to visit

10 | Northeast Thailand and met many of those from whose groups

" the majerity of refugees in Iowa come. I visited particularly

12 five or six families who were making final preparations to
13| come to Iowa.
14 On behalf of the state and governor, I conveyed to thase

15 families ocur respect for their goals and the state of Iowa's

16| desire to help. I will never forget the statement of one of
17 the leaders who said, "Yes, Governor Ray, I hear good things é
13 about him from my cousin in Des Moines."

1% _ I would like to stress that people around the world are

20 || Ihearing good things about Governor Robert Ray, He is the senic

S - —

bl elected administrative leader in America today. He's combined
22 || a unigue blend of fiscal conservatism with basic human

23 compassion.

24 . Not only has he taken the lead in the governors'
ral Reporters, Inc, |

?Ei conferences in the refugee issue, he's taken the lead on the

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979
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1 governers' cenference on the D.C. voting rights bill.

2 We feel strongly that we sheould net have a disenfranchised
3 group of people in this country.

d | We should also have a country where people are welcome.

5 This is a country of immigrants.

6 With that, I would like to introduce Governor Ray.
7 Ms. Holtzman. Thank you wvery much, Congressman Leach.
2 Governar Ray, we are again wvery happy to have you here

|| and to hear your testimony.

10 Governor Ray. Madam Chairwoman, thank you very much.

1 JTim Leach, thank you. It is very generous, your comments.

12 § I am pleased toc have this opportunity to come before you !
!

13 today to comment on H.R. 2816, a bill to revise this

14 country's refugee policy and to provide you with some
15 information about Iowa's refugee resettlement program. | ;
15 I would like to introduce to vou those who are accampanying

17 me today.

18? First, to my right and to your left, is Mr. James Jordan,

19| who is the executive assistant to Governer William Milliken

20 of Michigan. Mr. Jordan 1&g here as a personal representative

21| of Governor Milliken, and with your permission would like

2|l to read a statement from the governor on this particular

23| igsue following my testimony.

24 To my left, on the other side of Congressman Leach, is |
Fal Reparmers, Ino. | ‘

25| Mr. Kenneth Quinn, a career Foreign Service Officer assigned

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979
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1 to my office under the Pearson Program. Mr. Quinn worked on the
2 refugee program while serving at the Wational Security Couneil
3| and State Department, and now .acte as my principal staff

4 representative on this subject.

5 Colleen Shearer, who is the head of the Iowa Department

6| of Job Services and Director of the Iowa Refugee Service

7 Center, had planned to be with me today, but was unables to

8| be present. Ms. Shearer has been the driving force behind
the Iowa program since its inception in 1875,

L At the outset, I want to state uneguivocally that I
1 attach great importance to the work in whieh you ars involwved. |
12 The plight of the people fleeing Communism in Indochina

13 ig truly a momentous guestion facing the Congress and the |

141 mmerican people. Human lives are at staks. Already hundreds,
15) if not thousands -- the majority women and children =-- have

15 perished at sea.

7 Our need to come to the aid of these people is the main |
18| reason I come before you today. ©Our response to this problem |
will to a large degree determine whether more lives are lost

20| or saved.

21| fully realize that you, Madam Chairwoman, and the
a2 members of this committees are acutely aware of the gravity of

3 this issue. The concern you and Representative Fish exhibited

24
B Reporears, |nc.

5

for the plight of these unfortunate pecple and your efforts

to discern the level of their suffering during your recent |

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979
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|| trip to Southeast Asia are well known to many of us.
2 I alsc believe it is important for your committee to have |
K] input from the states on the matter of refuges resettlement.

4 f For, while it ie the President and the Attorney General who

5 decide to admit the refugees, and the Congress that appropriateé
& the money to move them heres, it is ultimately the states which |
Tl receive them.

B We -- and here I am referring to both the publie and

7 private sectors -- are responsible for eduecating, employing :

1 and caring for them. We therefore have accumulated & great deal

Nl of experience which should be useful to you in your delibera-
12| tions. .

13 | With that in mind, let me turh to our experiences in i
14 Iowa and briefly cutline the history and direction of our !
13 program. The story of refugee resettlement in Iowa began in
16 July 1975 when the administration in Washington indicated

17 that refugees were not being resettled as guickly as they

18| were moving into camps,

9 Fresident Ford asked the nation's governors what we
20 might do to aid in this process. We determined that we could
211 be of help and I decided that the state of Iowa would become

i1 a primary agency for resettlement and auvthorized our entry

23] into a contract with the State Department.
I

24 | : The next step was to locate the refugeess to come to
Hﬁwwmqu{

23 Iowa. Threough Iowans working in one of the refugee camps,

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979
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1 we learned of a community of people =-- perhaps a tribe would

2 be a better word —— known as the Tal Dam or Black Tai. There

3| were approximately 1400 of these mountain people who had lived
4 in the highlands of Vietnam and China fer generations, but who
3| hed fled to Laos in 1954 after the Communist takeover of

¢l Hanoi.

7 After sareful consideration we decided we would bring

-] the Tai Dam to Iowa. By accepting them as a group -- what is

e referred to as a cluster resettlement -- we hoped to achieve

0| geveral goals: .

First, we felt the Tai Dam's cultural heritage and social
12 structﬁre could be preserved if they were resettled in one

13} area. Otherwise, they faced dispersal to all parts of the

Wil pnited States with little chance of maintaining their identity. |

]5i Secondly, keeping their ethnic and tribal structure

16 | intaét. we felt, would provide a mutually reinforcing support
17 system as the refugess made the difficult adjustment to a

18 | new eulture.

I am happy to report to you that both of those goals were
20 | achieved and the resettlement of the Tai Dam has been beyond
21l expectation. These people have becoms productive,

rry| contributing members of our society, paying taxes and earning
23 their own way. A survey recently conducted indicated that

24 over one—third of the families are purchasing their own homes.
I Reporters, Inc

23 There has been little need for welfare assistance and all [

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979
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1| sesking work are gainfully employed.

2 We are pleased with this record and I would like to take
3 just a moment to cutline seome of the =alient points whieh

4 contributed to it.

5 Great credit for this performance must go to the

& sponsors, those Iowans who voluntarily came forward to acecept
7| the moral commitment of helping & refugee family start anew.

8| Without their selfless devotion and giving, this would not

? have been possible, The speonsors were and remain the first

0 crucial ingredient in any resettlement effort.

1 & second factor on which I place considerable emphasis
12 iz the "job orientation" we gave to the refugee program.

13 Ae I mentioned earlier, Ms. Shearer, the director of the Iowa
Wl program, is also the head of our Department of Job Service.
15| We have endeavored to establich dose ties between these agencies.

For example, we have hired specialists to work both in

17| our Refugee Service Center and in the Job Service Department ;
B to counzel the refugees on employment and te help them find i
19 ; jobs. !
?0% This linkage has been invaluable in creating a wozk |
21 elimate rather than a welfare climate, as I understand has

2 || occurred in many other aresas.,

23 I cannot overemphasize the importance I attach to

24 ||

| inculeating these new arrivals with a work ethic -- not
Il Reporters, Inc. ||

23| really hard to do, inasmuch as that has been their custom in

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979
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5 ; B2

1 the past. But like anyone else, they are susceptible to the

2| pernicious temptation of scmething for nothing. We cannot
claim 100 percent effectiveness, but ocur low cash assistance |
4|l figures for the Tai Dam over the past four years testifies

5_ to the efficacy of thisz approach,

5' A third factor in our success has been the outreach work
?! done by the caseworkers of ocur Refugee Service Center. Once a
8| refugee is transferred to his or her sponsor, we do not cﬂnsideﬁ

?l| our cbligation ended.

10} In fact, we considered follow-up to be an essential

1M1 part of the resettlement process. By maintaining this

12§ relatively small and inexpensive office, the refugee knows he or

13 she always has a place to turn for help and assistance, if

4|l needed: and we have a way of following that person's progress
15 and the capability to step in with guidance and counseling,
16 sheuld that need arise.

7 I would be remiss if I d4id not also mention at this

8| point the valuable work being deone in Iowa, and across the
1% country, by the wvoluntary agencies who have resettled the
i majority of the refugees in the country. We enjoy a close
21 working relationship with these groups who have done so much
a2 for the refugee program. :
23 Finally, of course, we must recognize the refugees

] 24 themselves. They are the ones who must struggle to make
Reporiers, Ine.

25 the adjustment. They are the ones who must work the long hours

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979
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1 mostly at entry level wages. They are the ones who must

2l endure the difficulties that all immigrants undergo. In the {

1

firal analysis, our success is their snecess, and vice versa.

It was based on this initial success that we considered

I

] taking further action last December to assist the "boat

& pecple" whe were fleeing Vietnam in inereasing numbers by sea,
70 often in frail boats unsuited for such an arduous journey.

B | Because the refugees were arriving at a far faster rate

9 than we and other free world countries were accepting them,

10|} local Malaysian officials began pushing boats back out to sea.
11 Zome of them broke up under the merciless pounding of
12 the waves and in one short period cver 400 people drowned.
13| Thousands of others —-- the lucky ones -- are languishing in
14 camps such as the little strip of sand beach at Filau

15 Bidong, which has been dubbsd the "Island af the Hopeless,"
16| This suffering was brought vividly home to me in a

17 television documentary prepared by CBS newsman Ed Bradley

18 which aired on January l6.

19 After watching it, I =aw that we really only had

20 two choices: we could either turn our backs as countless

i others suffered and died, or we could extend a hand to help,

22| and in so doing prevent tragic leoss of innocent lives.

?Ei Actually, I saw only one real choisa. I wrote to
1
24 | Presidant Carter January 17, informing him that Iowa would
l‘-"iil'm'ltrs. Ing. I

25| resettle an additional 1500 refugeses during this vear. In this

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 24 May 1979
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1 SOVEREIGNTY AND JURISIMCTION OF THE STATE, §1.18

1.18 lowa English language reaffirmation.

1. The general assembly of the state of lowa finds and declares the following:

a. The state of lowa is comprised of individuals from different ethnic, cultural, and
linguistic backgrounds. The state of lowa encourages the assimilation of lowans into lowa's
rich culture.

b. Throughout the history of lowa and of the United States, the common thread binding
individuals of differing backgrounds together has been the English language.

e, Among the powers reserved (o each state is the power to establish the English language
as the official language of the state, and otherwise to promote the English language within
the state, subject to the prohibitions enumerated in the Constitution of the United States and
in laws of the state.

2. Inordertoencourage every citizen of this state to become more proficient inthe English
language, thereby facilitating participation in the economic, political, and cultural activities
of this state and of the United States, the English language is hereby declared to be the official
language of the state of lowa.

3. Except as otherwise provided for in subsections 5 and 6, the English language
shall be the language of government in lowa. All official documents, regulations, orders,
transactions, proceedings, programs, meetings, publications, or actions taken or issued,
which are conducted or regulated by, or on behalf of, or representing the state and all of its
political subdivisions shall be in the English language.

4. For the purposes of this section, “official action” means any action taken by the
government in lowa or by an authorized officer or agent of the government in lowa that
does any of the following:

a. Binds the government.

b. s required by law.

Is otherwise subject to scrutiny by either the press or the public.

This section shall not apply to

The teaching of languages.

Reguirements under the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act,
Actions, documents, or policies necessary for trade, tourism, or commerce,
Actions or documents that protect the public health and safety.

e. Actions or documents that facilitate activities pertaining to compiling any census of
populations.

f Actions or documents that protect the rights of victims of crimes or criminal defendants.

g. Use of proper names, terms of art, or phrases from languages other than English.

h. Any language usage required by or necessary to secure the rights guaranteed by the
Constitution and laws of the United States of America or the Constitution of the State of lowa,

i. Any oral orwritten communications, examinations, or publications produced or utilized
by a driver’s license station, provided public safety is not jeopardized.

6. MNothing in this section shall be construed to do any of the following:

a. Prohibit an individual member of the general assembly or officer of state government,
while performing official business, from communicating through any medium with another
person in a language other than English, if that member or officer deems it necessary or
desirable to do so.

b. Limit the preservation or use of Native American languages, as defined in the federal
Mative American Languages Act of 1992,

¢, Disparage any language other than English or discourage any person from learning or
using a language other than English.

2002 Acts, ch 1007, §1; 2008 Acts, ch 1032, §109

Ao TR DN

“lowa English Language Reaffirmation,” lowa Code, 2002. Courtesy of lowa Legislature




Truth in Immigration (TRIM) Act,
November 14, 2005 (Pg.1)
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To enfores the numerieal limits Congress has plased on immigration,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

NOVEMEER 14, 20043
Mr. WELDOX of Florida (for himsell, Mr. PETER20N of Minnesota, Mrs,
Myricr, Mr. PeExceE, Mr Izza, Mr. GUTENECHT, Mr GooDE, Mr
SHapEGe, Mr. Pirra, Mr, GiNerey, Mr. Kikc of lowa, Mr. FEENEY,
Mr. BARTLETT of Marvland, Mr. HEKSaARLING, and Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) introdused the following bill; which was referred to the Committes
on the Judiciary

A BILL

To enforee the numerical limits Congress has placed on

irnmieralion.

1 Ee it enacled by the Senafe and Howse of Represenla-

bd

fives aof the United States of Ameriea in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 Thiz Act mav be cited as the “Truath in Immigration
5 (TREIM) Aet”.

6 SEC. 2. ANNUAL REPORT ON THE ILLEGAL ALIEN POPU-
7 LATTON.

B {a} ANNUAL REPORT.—

“Truth in Immigration (TRIM) Act,” 14 November 2005. Courtesy of U.S. Congress



Truth in Immigration (TRIM) Act,
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)
1 (1} IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of IHomeland
2 Security shall annually report to the Congress on the
3 number of aliens, listed by country of last known ha-
4 bitual residence, who are estimated to be unlawfully
5 residing in the United States as of August 31 of the
6 year in which the report is submitted.
7 (2) DrTaIlL—The Secretary shall provide the
8 greatest degree of detail that is feasible in making
9 the determination deseribed in paragraph (1).
10 (3) DEADLINE.—The Secretary shall transmit
11 each report required by this subsection to the Con-
12 gress not later than September 31 of each year, be-
13 ginning with the first September 31 that occurs
14 after the date of the enactment of this Act.
15 {b) REVIEW.—The Comptroller General of the United

16 States shall conduct a review each year of the Secretary's
17 methodology, data, and conclusions to ensure that they
I8 represent the best available data and practices and are
19 consistent from year to year. The results of such review
20 shall be transmitted to the Congress not later than 60
21 days after the date on which the Secretary’s report was

22 transmitted.

«HR 4317 IH

“Truth in Immigration (TRIM) Act,” 14 November 2005. Courtesy of U.S. Congress
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3
1 SEC. 3. ENFORCING NUMERICAL LIMITS ON IMMIGRATION.

2 Section 202 of the Immigration and Nationality Act
3 (8 U.B.C. 1152) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
4 lowing:

5 “(fy REDUCTIONS TO ACCOUNT FOR ILLEGALLY
6 RESIDENT POPULATION.—

7 “(1) IN GENERAL.—

8 “(A) REDUCTION.—Notwithstanding any
9 other provision of law, and except as provided
10 in subparagraph (B), the total per country level
11 of legal immigration determined under this sec-
12 tion for each country shall be reduced by one-
13 half of the number of illegal aliens from that
14 country who were residing in the United States
15 as of August 31 of the preceding fiscal year.

16 “(B) LIMITATION —Notwithstanding sub-
17 paragraph (A), no reduction under such sub-
18 paragraph with respect to any single foreign
19 state or dependent area may exceed one-half of
20 the total per country level of legal immigration
21 that otherwise would apply under this section
22 for any fiscal year.
23 “(2) ORDER OF REDUCTIONS.—In carrying out
24 the reduction required by paragraph (1), the Sec-
25 retary of State and the Secretary of Homeland Secu-

«HR 4317 IH

“Truth in Immigration (TRIM) Act,” 14 November 2005. Courtesy of U.S. Congress
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4

1 rity shall reduce from immigrant categories in the
2 following order:

3 “(A) Diversity lottery winners, if any, de-
4 scribed in section 203(c).

5 “(B) Brothers and sisters of citizens de-
6 seribed in section 203(a)(4).

7 “(C) Married sons and married daughters
8 of citizens deseribed in section 203(a)(3).

9 “D) Unmarried sons and unmarried
10 daughters of permanent resident aliens de-
11 seribed in section 203(a)(2)(B).

12 “(E) Unmarried sons and daughters of
13 citizens described in 203(a)(1).

14 “(I"y Skilled workers, professionals, and
15 other workers described in section 203(b)}(3).

16 “(G) Special immigrants described in sec-
17 tion 203(b)(4).

18 “(H} Aliens who are members of the pro-
19 fessions holding advanced degrees or aliens of
20 exceptional  ability  described in  section
21 203(b}(2).
22 “(I) Priority workers described in section
23 203(b)(1).
24 “(J) Employment creation described in
5 section 203(b){(5)}.

«HR 4317 IH

“Truth in Immigration (TRIM) Act,” 14 November 2005. Courtesy of U.S. Congress
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5
1 “(K) ‘K’ special immigrants deseribed in
2 section 203(b)(6).
3 “(L) Spouses and children of permanent
4 resident aliens described in section
5 203(a)(2)(A).
6 “(M) Aliens not subject to quotas de-
7 seribed in section 201(bh).
8 “(3) NOT AVAILABLE IN ANY OTHER YEAR.—
9 Reductions made under this subsection with respect
10 to a fiscal year shall not be re-allocated to any other
11 category or individual and shall not be used in deter-
12 mining the availability of immigrant visas in any
13 other fiscal year.”.

«HR 4317 IH

“Truth in Immigration (TRIM) Act,” 14 November 2005. Courtesy of U.S. Congress



“The Americanese Wall,” March 25, 1916

THE AMERICANESE WALIL, AS CONGRESSMAN
BURNETT WOULD BUILD IT.

UNcLe Sam: You're welcome in—if you can climb it!

“The Americanese wall - as Congressman [John Lawson] Burnett would build it,” 25 March 1916.
Courtesy of Library of Congress




Sewing Class for Refugee Students in Mt. Ayr, lowa, 1918

Sy

A

“Class in sewing for refugee children, Mt. Ayr, lowa public school,” 1918. Courtesy of Library of Congress




Revocation of Babel Proclamation, 1918 (Pg.1)

To the Pecple of Iowa:

¥hereas, on tha 234 day of May, 1918,
the undareignad, by virtus of authority in him vested aw
Governor of Iowe, issuesd a proclasmation directing sttentlon
to the duty of all eltizens during the progress of the war
to "refrain from all scte and convermations whioh might ex-
oits susplelon and strife among the people,® and regusseting
avery pargon to "so demean himself that every word and aot
would monifest his loyalty to his oountry and his sclemn
pirpose to aid in achisving wvictory for our Army and Navy
and the permanent pesoe of the world," and declaring "the
greant aim and objeot of all phould be unity of purposs and
a aclidarity of 81l the pacple undsr thes flag for wiotery;"
and

Whereas, to anooopplish these purposes, 1t was
proolaimed that gsrtain rulss should obtain, which were 1n
substance that the English langusge should be employsd ae
the madium of instrustion in 2ll echoocla, in converaation in
publia places and ovar telsphones, and in public addresses,
which, as wes said, would "result in pamce and tranquility
at home and greatly strengthen the country im battle,” and
sugzesting that the blessings of our couniry were so graat
nthat any inconvenienoce or sacrifice should willingly be
pads for thair perpetulty:" and

¥heraas, the terms of the armistlos jolined
in by all the btelligerent powara praclude the resumption of
W6s, tha autbority for lssulng the rules laid down in the
proolasation no longer continues AS A WAT FTIANT POWeTr;

Hew Therefors, in order to aveld any misunder-
standing, notioce is hershy given that sald rules set out in
the proclasation of May 234, 191E, are no longer in force as
an axssutive ordar.

The people generally throughout the state ars
to be commended for patriotioally conforming with iths splirit
end purposs of thke proolamation even though 1t invelwved
some inconvenleamos or modificatlion of guetom,

The peceselty for tha sclidarity of our
peopla hos beon demomstrated to every Azerican oltlzen
during tho war as never before. National unity can be best
meintained by the smployment of & common vehicle of communl-
caticn, and this webiole 4n the United States, by reason of
guatom and law, is the English languags. Thls does not mean
that & olticen should be able to speak no other language.

I+ doas mean, however, that though he be convarsant with

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 1918
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another language or lnngunEIl ha ghould be atle to make effi-
olent use of ths official language of the gountry and should
use the aame.

Further, the English languages should be the
only medium of instructicn in all Iﬂhﬂﬁgﬁ of the state,
whether public, private, denomipnaticnal or otherwise, and

ng forelgn languags should be tnught in -n{ school of grade
lower than the high schopl, and if taught it should bs an &
culture and not as a medium of instruotion for other subjects.

While wa welcome snlightenmed and thrifty people
to our shores and te all the advantages of free institutions
under our representative form of gevernment, this is not with
the view, and should not bs so Anterpreted, of enabling them
to establish themselves in communities by themselves and
thereby maintaining the language and customs of thelr former
eountry. All should understand that they are welcoms %o come,
tut for the purposs of becoming a part of our own people, to
learn and uae our lenguage, ndopt our oustoms, and become
oitizens of our oomson oountry.

In Testimony Whereof, I have here-
unto eet my hand and caused to
be affixed the Great Seal of the
Btate of Iowa.

Dons at Des Holnes, this fourth day
of Dscember, 1914.

;’f-’p.r"r'",f--.ﬁ sl 7

By the Governaor:

S bl .

Ssoratary of Btate.

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 1918



“Demand Return Fare for Mexican Labor”
Newspaper Article, July 31,1920
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lowa Tai Dam Newsletter, December 19, 1975
(Pg.1)
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48 = w
ﬁ:ngnl wsn i ws arle eanehy  Hellsl - Saha-by-des! We promised you a

iR wsn sns e ths Sy newsletcer so here's the first issue. This
%; .ﬂg:ﬂuunn;sj:;: muﬁf']n‘n one is being written in a hurry becauss we
-g:f“.'c‘-.' ﬁu?&qu ta1 rﬁﬂi'ﬁdj Vwy & have just returned from Fort Chaffee, Ark.,
&1 won 21802 af] maTh ;ﬁ1in Fort and we haven't yet been able to turn our
Cha ﬁ'_ie.._ﬁrk., up_-._r:t Sule moa ll;r.'l:'_l.qng to matters beyond the fnitial
%ﬁm{ﬁlnﬂm ;:'1'!1‘!:1 :_'nt i o reseccling efforts of bringing the Tal Dam
owjsoits ST SmeiySa  pople toio tous co thete new homer.

GERVISLE IR
H?J J’iﬁh B aAmAT A tﬁm‘ﬁ‘i
= \?i?i'ru"i‘-ﬁigl i?j"l :d:.n:f':d-::n ;Eu_“‘.{
o . %

who is involved and where they are, 5o the
e gttt e sy
AL ot

u

¥
We'va all bean {avolved {n the' most heare-

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, 19 December 1975



lowa Tai Dam Newsletter, December 19, 1975

(Pg.2)

{ ha L vl ﬁnmn;lﬂq'gg:‘a"
}ﬁq&\mu%gmﬂgﬂ ‘*"‘F"‘”"‘ﬁ
mui‘ﬁ;ﬁq;%».iﬂ:#unﬁummmu
S naunﬁ;u 1) Tﬁi‘.' {ree ':I'I"'"
3tz-1110) EREL s mumf\m]i;]ﬂlﬂ_
WAL ;ﬁﬂd ST BT Iﬁﬂﬂ
mundimida) 4
R 't?‘lh S8y waaniuRyez @
IJ. awiao i P :"‘u P B I .hh;-
;'_;]t'h WIATIESE tﬁ'.;‘}n.hlnil'ﬁ L
. i s haflSma
PuIBINRAWIL Gu A :
E]nmﬂﬁ.l.pﬂiwﬁ';;md:mu.
e o P S 59 o
i]&u.:miui'umun :-v?ﬂ"yﬁ
T hnfuﬁ'lf#lb&.'. LN ‘?’ﬁh‘"ﬂ‘;
& .Ehuu"i: W2 En 80y aed Tor
15 Fovh Wo A 13 001 (T NS A LT WM
P S0 wt.&niu»w‘.-"’u g B oA
%}u"-':- l:n.uuy ;m}t??uur.ﬁ
S eI UR L0 Iy R BT,
W i t'l} W n"m‘?- P s
Lo 8 won ob i hua) RV 17 e
Gy 1SS A L USA RN Wit wy,

] ; .

g & ¥ 1 Idnﬁt%ﬁ"

.R}‘-'.'n.mu-hnu}-u'}nrut:ﬁn
-nﬂuuhé:g-gdﬁhmguﬁmaﬂﬂ
: i‘.‘,mndﬂmm‘]‘u‘fﬂnnuﬁ'ﬁif
wrnl L v nmﬂ-]ﬂuiun

b #i’n\" ;ijllllltl:lllu
5e ;t}lsnﬂﬂﬂ'in i‘
: Ve bu

[} oi-!l:]l-_:'u WD

=) "0 o " SEEmp
s, sn; ﬂ’u-l‘r'li'l;i} &

; f . ﬁ"-{ﬂh“'“'ﬂ

(To the Tal Dam people: Remembey .. i
distance phone calls cost momey. Alwayw go,
to call us during the day at 1-B00-36Z-2780

because Eh&t will cost nothing Eo you of to

your sponsor.)

I'm sure you know of our fervent wish that

all the plans to provide you with help were

already accomplished. We are working many

hours of our own Cime gach week to bring this
ibout == and we will comtinue te do #o. But,
try to remember that there are few of us and
many of you and that we may oot be able to
attend to all of your needs as quickly as we

all would like. We raly on vou to let us

know |
—

Hegarding educaction: Unfortunately, the
whaels curen slowly in a demoeratic form of
government. Govermment responds slowly to
events that happen quickly. Misinformacion
tends to perpetuste itself and confusfon
reipos while rules and regulations are being
created, This has been the case in the area
of education. Even at the federal level
confusion scill exists. Somerises I have
the fealing at our local and state levels

thar it's “every man for himself". The mosc

all the educational assistance
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This is on the advice of an HEW official at
Fort Chaffee who just returned from Washing-

ton, D, C. with the information.

Regarding medical assitance: Sponsors, LI

you haven't alrveady done so, please ropiater
your refugee family for Medicaid at your
inc:l Department of Social Services county
office. FPlease do not reglster them for
welfare payments and food stamps. As you
know, Ehe Task Foree plans to stund back of
you- should emergencics arise until our [unds
expire. With planning and with efforts to
place all employable people in jobs as quickly
as poasible we are hopeful that not one
single Tai Dam family will be on the Lowa
walfare ‘-'ml;l!-.i_ The Tai Dam people do mot
ul_n.: this any more than we do and our whole
approsc has been o beins shen to seli-
sufficiency as quickly 48 possiblé -- and
this means jobs! :

Regarding employmen :-: If the uﬁﬁty.hm i
yout xofugee anily axs not yot. saploydS, ond
L our local Employment Service office has
a0t et contacted you -+ call themt Let us

P L el e e i ey
know what is happening in this vital ares so
we can respond to your needs.

LT ff:"r't:' ok v e T =

T .‘.t_..
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“Examiner’s Questions for Admittance to the American (or Know-Nothing) Party,” July 1854. Courtesy of
Library of Congress




“Thoughts for Americans” Lyric Sheet, 1856

" L]
That there, withquivering lip and tongue,
A wruu;hed Oath ye take
"Which none but traitors e%er could keep,
But which ye dare not breaky
And bind yourselves by lyingvows
Nothing to know thats  true;
But soything to aid your plans
With willing hearts to dot
3
Do ye swear to rob your brother
Of rights that we all prize
More highly than aught other
Possessed heneath the skiest
The right he has of serving God
In ways his conscience calls,
And yet of standing high as tnou
In Freedoms honored hallst
4 )
And swear to spmrn from  this free land
The stranger weak and worn,
Who seeks, like bird with drooping wing,
Shelter from wind and storm: ”
Flying to this our far famed shore,
A home for the oppressed,
Will ye thrust him back without just cause,
To seek elsewhere Tor restt
. .
Oh shame, where is thy fonlest blush,
When deeds of such dark [ame
Are daily done throughout our land
In freedoms ill used name?
Apd ye,so called Awmericans,
Profane no more that sound:
Know Nothings fitly are ye ecalled, -
Who by such oaths are bound.

Thoughis for Amsricans AR

Andrews, T.C., “Thoughts for Americans,” 1856. Courtesy of Library of Congress




U.S. Rep. John Kasson (R-IA) Speech on Chinese
Immigration, March 22, 1882 (Pg.1)

CHINESE IMMIGRATION.

SPEECH

HON.JOHN A. KASSON,

OF IOWA,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 1882,

L A S

WASHINGTON,
1882,
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SPEECH

ol

"HON. JOHN A, KABSON. :

The House having aoder consideration the bill (3, Noe. 71 to enforee freaty stip-
ulations relating to the Chinese—

Mr, KASSON anid :

Mr, Speanenr: Several days ago, after n caveful veading of this bill,
I prepared some amendments which have heen printed, and which in
my judgment, if adopted, woold make this bill infinitely more accopt-
ableto the average judgment of this Honse and of the country. Those
amendments have been printed in connection with this bill, and T
propose as bhriofly as possible to state to the House the ohjecta songht
to be accomplished by them. I shall afterward have something to
gay in answer to what we have just listeued to from the gentleman
from Maryland, [ Me, McLaxg.]

What, then, is the bill which we talte from the Speaker's table,
the Senate bill, and npon which our votes are to be given, and which
it iz demanded of ns to poss in its entirety ¥ The first section sns-
pends all immigration into this eonnftry of Chinese laborers for
twenty years,

The seeond section punishes the master of any vessel of whatever
nationality who Ei]'.l!lIil bring within the jurisdietion of the United
States and permit to be landed any Chinese Iaborver.  This section
applies to the Golf of Mexico, to the Atlantic Ocean, to the Pacific
Ogenn, aud to every frontier of the United Sfates approached by
water, It punishes the vielation of its provisions by a fine not ex-
ceeding 2500 and imprisonment for not more than one year,

The third section provides that the provisions of the first and seo-
oud sections shall not apply to the Chinese laborers now in the
Umnited States, or who may have come within the United States belfore
the expiration of ninety days from the passage of this act, It also

wovides that it shall not apply to any \'uusufputting into o port in

distress or nnder stress of weather.  Buot it makes no provision for
o foreign or domestic vessel tonching at one of our portsin the prose-
ecution of her voyage. '

The fourth scetion applies to the registration of Chinese Inhovers
now in this country and who may desive to go abroad and afterward
return to this conntry, It imposes npon them eevtain duties nt the
office of the collector of the port from which they leave, and before
their return it requires a visd by an officer of the United States in a
foreizn conntry.

The fifth section provides for the other classes of Chinamen who
by the treaty arve permitted to come frecly to the United Stotes and
to refurn to their ewn country, As to them (and I bheg gentlemen

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Kasson, John, 22 March 1882
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of the House to ohserve it) the provision is a system of registration,
AN express permission from t-lm}’,‘hiuesn Government in each individ.
ual case, a passport, and sundry other regnlations before they can
enjoy the privileges which the trea siys they shall have, ~ And
they are to be described and identifiec by offensive requirements,

he sixth section is of somewhat doulitful construction, owing to
the langnage, It covers all entitled under the terms of this nef to
the privilege of entering and residing in the United States. And it
covers all classes of Clinese, aud requires very onerous and very
disngrecable duties, especially toward eitizens of o friendly nation.
The seventh section appears to be based on gection B, and is liable
to similar oljections,

The eighth section is dependent upon others to which I lave re-
ferred, L%‘I:m. ninth section imposes duties on the master of o vessel,
requiring him to make o manifost of Chinese passengers as he does
of eargoes, and inflicts punishment for his failure or refusal to do 80,

The other provisions it is not erhaps necessary to rehienrse, except
to say that every person who s 1l aid or abet o Chinese lahorer Loy
come within the territory of the United States is punishable by fine
and imprisonment, and that any individual Chinese lalorer coming
into the United States is also punishable by fine and imprisonment,
and is to be expelled to the place whence he came at the expense of
the United States, This, then, is the general character of the bill
before us, I have two abjections to the bill. One is that it is hos-
tile to the civilization of the United States, hostile to the traditions
of our Government and people, hostile .o onp system hitherto of
dealing with all f'nmig?rm-ra, and that it soundslike that language of

000 years ngo when ¥ g decree went ont from Augnstus Coesar that

1 the [Hebrew | worlil should he taxed,”

The other objection is that it goes beyond the intentions and lan-
gnage of the treaty which it propases to execute, and is necdlessly
cnmbrons and harsh,

Certainly it is possible 1o 1ass & bill that shall answer all the juat
demands of the people of California and the Pacifie coast withont
doing violence to the Judgment and conscience of the People in other
parts of the country, " There is on the Pacific const an admitted dan-
ger to our existing system of labor, There is an admitted Justifinlble
expectation on the part of the Fenple of the Pacific coast that some.
thing shall be done to relieve them from what is regarded by them

A8 a danger to their soeial organization, lelgca have practically
been made that they shall haye this relief. Governmental action
has been taken in that direction. The executive government of the
United States hasinitiated and completed a new treaty with the Chi-
nese Empire to give effect to that just demand of the people on the Pa-
cific coast. Now, with power under the treaty to do o certain act,
with the occasion for the exereise of that power admitted , is there no
middle gronnd on which we can all stand that shall be in harmony
with the previons history of onr country and with the Judgment and
conscience of both sides of this House

8ir, with no small delight I have listened to some of my friends of
both parties on this floor who have debated this questionin the light
of American history and of American humanity,  When such men ag
the gallant member from Mississippi, [Me. Hoorer,] the honored
member from Massachnsetts, [Ar, ICE, ] and that other honored
member, [ Mr, Taxronr,] the suceessor of Garfield from Obig, take com-
mon gronnd in recognition of fundamental ]:-rfnqj]'uln, nay, more, of
fandamental sentiment dominant in the people of this country, and

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Kasson, John, 22 March 1882



U.S. Rep. John Kasson (R-IA) Speech on Chinese
Immigration, March 22, 1882 (Pg.4)

5

appeal to this House to respect it in thislegislation, it is time for hoth
aides of this Honse and for the friends of the bill themselves to panse
and ask whether they onght not to modify the bill so as to secure the
moral strength of the Honse and country which goes only to fair,
reasonable, and human measures, .

I venture to afticm that four-fifths of this House will unite in grant-
ing reasonable relief if the friends of this bill will aceept reasonable
relief and not foree us into the position of violating our principles,
our conscience, and our duty nnder the treaty., To be sure, sir, no
one tises in his place here and says, ‘flet us accomplish onr object
and violate the treaty if it is necessary to do 80.” Nobody says that;
but, as suggested by my honorved friend from Maryland, [Me, Mc-
LaANE,] there is a manifest disposition to take advantage of the con-
fidence the Chinese Government has reposed in onr juﬂlﬁﬂﬂ and fair-
ness. Sir, the most absolute good faith is merited by China by reason
of China’s action heretofore in respect to the very subject nnder dis-
cussion, I wish not tolive longenongh to see the time when China or
any other government on the face of the zlobe shall revive the mem-
ory of the Carfhagenians of old and instead of ¥ punic faith” eharac-
terize the reclkless disregnrd of treaties as ““American faith.” Sooner,
much sooner, would I act decidedly and far within the power given
to us by the treaty than I would tread one hair’s hreadth heyond n
just construction of its terms,

Now, the abject to e accomplished (and it is admitted by the
trenty to be just)is to limit, regulate, or suspend reasonably the com-

» ing of Chinese laborers to the United States. The treaty provides
expressly that we shall notexclude any class but © Chinese lnborers,”
These are the words:

T limitation or suapension shall be reasonable, and shall nrrq!:,'n lf’ to Chi-
nese who may o to the United States na laborers, other classea not being incloded
in the lmitafions. Legialation taken in regord to Chinese Inborers shall be of snch
n charaoter only a4 is necessnry to enforce the regulation, limitation, or auapen-
sion of immigration ; and immigrants shall not be subject to personal maltreat-
ment or nbuse. ;

There is an illnstration of the spirit of the treaty ; and by the sec-
ond article all others are to be allowed to go and come at their free
will, The language is:

Chineso subjects, whether proceeding to the United States as teachers, students,
merehants, or from curiosity, together with their boidy and honsehold servants
£ % % ghall be allowed to go and come of their own frea will and accord, an
ahall be aceorded all the rights, privilgos. immunities, and exemptions which are
ageorded to the citizens and subjects of the moat favorad nation.

Now, the objection I take to the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh
gections of this bill is that they impose rigid and burdensome condi-
tions upon teachers, merchants, and others who are not ‘‘ laborers,”
and who the treaty itself says shall not be interfered with, but shall
he permitted to come and go of their own free will, as freely as those
of the most favored nation, It requires, for example, in the certi-
fication to be made, that they have permission of the Chinese Gov-
ornment, and shall state their ** physical peculiarities,” who their
fntherswere, where they lived, &c., facts far beyond n,njtlhing known
in the passport of any eivilized country on the face of the earth.
This is wrong, this is unjust ; it is not within the treaty with China.

It is well settled that we cannot without the consent of China
make, by our separate legislation, new conditions upon the enjoy-
ment of the rights secured by the treaty to Chinese subjects, On
that point I quote the following

In dispateh ™o, 110, Mareh '3, 1876, Mr, Fish says: * This involves the quese
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tlon whether one of the parties to g tréaly enm change and alter ita terms or Con
atrnotion, orattach new conditions toits oxeention, withont the asgent of tlie other;
whether an act of Parliament parssed fu 1870 con change the apivit or terma of g
trealy with the Unlted States of nes rly thivly venrs’ auteviordate 1 This EOTEIn-
ment does nol recoguize any ellicacy in o British statnie to alter, or wmodify, or at-
tach new conditions to the bxeentory parts of an existing treaty,”

Mz, Fish, in snpport of his views, quotes Lord Stauley, Her Britannle AMujeaty's
secretary of state for fo '-'L;l:n aftiirs, ns saying that **infernational conriesy ile-
manded that o treaty should not hemnateriall ¥ alteved withont communiention with .
the other party.”  Tn the snme debate Lond {nirns, then attorney-goneral, apeak-
imgr nf‘Fm]wwl legislation with referonco to o treaty with Fronce, snid : * pro.

wzes to introdnee 5 new ingredient inta the bargain, which did not exist at the

imo the bargain was made, and to introduce it now is simply to hreak the bargnin
which the sovercigns had made amd Prrliament ratified ; " and * fo putisnch words
into an aot of Pm-huumnt which did net exist i {he treaty wonld only be offering
i 'utltﬂtanfm insnlt to the foreign power to whom it applied withont seguring any
mdvaninge,™

In hmﬁia]mtu]: of May 22 Ar, Fish sni.'a: * The Tnited Statea adheres to the
podition aowonneed in my former inatrnction, that it will Tecognize no power to
alter or attach conditions to an exiating treaty without its previons consent ;'
anid hiedeclares in the same dispatel the binding obligation of treaty proviaions
" upom all conrts, hoth State and national; " and, further, ** while the freaty ahall
e in force the Government of the United States would be strangely forgetful of
the dignity and vights of the conntry if o foreien state wers permitted to oxant
atipnlations o sugngements pursuant to her law, Lot forvign to the treaty; as n
condition of obtaining the performance of treaty atipnlations,”

I propose, therefore, to amend that part of the Lill by substituting
for the fourth, fifth, gixth, and seventh sections, containing cpst-
iron requirements with reference hoth to lahorers and non-lahovers
who may conme to or reside in this conutry, the provision which I
will ask the Clerk to pead,

The Clerk read as follows: .

Sec. 4. That in order to secire the o thts of the Chinese lahorers mentioned in
section § of this aet, nnd turther to fiith fully execnte the provisions of tha
treaty between the United States and the Eun ire of China mt-Riml July 10, 1881,
it ahall be the daty of the Prestdent of the Tuited States, after consnltation with
the Government of China, to prescribe the Tyles and m;fulatimm which may I
hecesanty amd conveniont to seenre the identification of Chinese subjoeots reaﬁing
in or procecding to the Tuited States, according to their clpsses and rights as pro-
vided reapectively in articles 1 and 2 of the said treaty. After the Promulgation
of snch regulations any Chinese subject refusin or negleating to conform thereto
ahall be regarded as not entitled to & righta and pri \?ﬁma reseribed by articles
1 and 2 of the treaty aforesaid nntil e shall comply tlmraijh,

Mr. KASSON. Now, Mr. Speaker, the subsequent amendments
pmgqml are chiefly confined to harmonizing the existin rovisions
with that ehange in neaguct to rules and regulations, my object being
tomake it the duty of the executive department of the United States
to earry out under our lasws and in nnison with them the provisions
of the treaty, which ﬂ%ﬂin m'in;rrs it into harmony with the fourth
article of the treaty, which provides that in case of diffienlty adjust-
ments may be made by the exchange between the two governments
of complaint and answer and good reasons, :
- I do not intend now, sir, to go into detail touching these other
amendments. I have only to say there are still some 5nuaea of the
bill which tax very heavi]g' the conscience and judgment of many of
us who remember the events of the decade from 1&35:0 1860, I doubt
very much whether the conscience of this country will allow you to
fine any citizen of the United States who, from charity or from neces-
sity, may have taken across the Canadian or other frontier into the
United States some Jroor young Chinaman to relieve his wife from
household work in his home, 1 doubb whether “aiding ” or “ ahet-
ﬁiuf" a single Chinese laborer to come into New York, New England,
or Lounisiana, is not disproportionately and excessively punished by
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the ennctments of this bill, Tt reminds many of us born in the north-
ern part of the country of the time when penalties and imprisonment
wers imposed upon the man who took eare of a poor fagitive slave
from the South on his way to a free conntry, or harbored him for the
night or gave him bread by day.
do not like (and I say it frankly) these features of the hill. I
want, if possible, to accomplish the result aimed af without them,
T wish it were in the hands of o committes who conld so trim the bill
a8 to accomplish what the treaty ealls for and what the rest of us
desire to be necomplished, the prevention of masses of these men com-
ing in such numbers as to overthrow our system of labor or endanger
the peace of communities. At the same time I should be glad if this
poor miserable pursuit of one Chinaman crossing the frontier or step-
. ping off a ship in order to see a town, might be stopped ; that he might.
not be pursued by the police, hazed into prison and robbed of $100.
My sonl revalts at that sort of individual persecution of an ignorant
foreigner coming to this country, unable to spealk onr language, and
nuot knowing onr institutions and laws, This isone of the most vul-
gar forms of barbarism,

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgin, Will the gentleman permit me to
ask him a question §

Mr. KASEON, Certainly.

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgian. Is if not true that in many Northern
States, notably ]Iuiimm, up to the passage of the fourteenth nmend-
ment, it was a crime for any free negro to go into those States?

Mr. KASSON. Yes, sir; and I do not want to go back to that in-
famons system of legislation. [Applause on the Republican side.]
Does the gentleman

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgin, No; I do not wish to go back to if,
but I wanted to point out the hypoerisy of your party. [Applanse
on the Democratic side.]

Mr. KASSON, Call it what yon please, it was asmeasn a8 yon can
malke it to vefuse to feed or take care of these poor people, whether
North or South. I admit its meanness, and you can have no issue
with me on that subject.

Mr. COBB. I will state to the gentleman that the last time Indi-
ang was heard from on that subject it gave 90,000 in its favor. It
must have been pretty bad, [Launghter,

Mr, KASSON, Those who heard that remark tell me that was
under Democratic rule and before the Republicans took possession of
the State. [Applanse on the Republican side.] Our party wiped
everything of that kind from the statute-hook.

To proceed. What I greatly desire is precisely what I have at-
tempted to state, to stop massea of these men coming and ehanging
onr system of labor and interfering with the peace of communities,
leaving alone the individuoal stray Chinaman who may come over
our border and remain by the desire of some citizen of Ameriea to
relieve the burdens of his family or afford him needed help. "

I ought to say, perhaps, that 1am not so absolutely ignorant of
the character of this labor and the troubles in California as might
be supposed from the fact that I reside near the Mississippi River.
On two oceasions of prolonged visits in California I have learned
what I conld of this subject, and have fried to discover what wasthe
evil of this Chinese immigration, At the sime time I walked into
the Bank of California and I saw behind the counter in a responsi-

ble {Illmition, as cashier or book-keeper, I forget which, a Chinaman,
with his long pig-tail hanging down his back, respected by the presi-
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dent and all the officers of the bauk and intrusted with their fullest
confidence, as they have long enjoyed that of the American mer-
chants in éhinm I did not see danger to the peace of my eountry or
the organization of soeiety in that case,

I passed to another quarter of the city and saw great crowds or
masses of these people evding together, disassovinted from all the
rest of the community as far as possible, and separated from the
American civilization, I thonght that was wrong aund dangerons,
But the gentleman from Mississippi told us yesterday #hat it is in
harmony at least with the spirit of the laws of Californig whieh ra-
quires them practically to herd together, and he quoted the 1oy,

However that may be, sir, T return to my theme, which is that we
want a bill which shall not operate harshly npon individual Ameri-
can ecitizens, or upon an individnal stray foreigner comine from
China ; nor operate barshly upon American or foreign vessels that
may have some of these eople to he-lﬁ them to navigate their vessels
to or from eur ports, ‘n’;ﬂ want nothing harsh or unjust, nothing
that we are not required or permitted to do under the very languago
of the treaty, itself, We want no more than can justly be granted
under the treaty, which is hased upon the' judgment of the people of
California that the best intevests and the peace of the Pacific coast
will be best served by a restraint of this immigration of the lower
classes of Chinese, For such a bill T will willingly vote, -

In this bill, which is entitled A hill to execute certain treaty
stipulations” with tlie Chinese Government, T find at the very closo
of the bill & elause regulating naturalization in the United Btates,
What has that to do with the enforcement of the treat stipulations?
The treaties have nothing to say about it, Ttis md‘-im{? out of place,
I am one of those, sir, who believe that a judge of & court of the
United States has no anthority, has no right under existing law, to
naturalize such a Chinaman as is portrayed by the friends of this
bill. Under the present law he cannot do it. The low requires proof
of attachment to the principles of the Constitution of the United
States. It requires a proof of residenge for five %'eﬂ.rs. It requires
gund moral character, How many Chinamen ean be admitted nnder

he naturalization laws of the ununtl_']y in view of the testimony
which has been adduced againat them during this disoussion

Mr. HUTCHIKS. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a
question {

Mr. KASSON. Yes, sir,

Mr. HUTCHINS. T wish to ask tho gentleman if these 105,000
Em le are counted as inhabitants in ma ing up the population of

alifornia for the g iportionment of Re resentatives

Mr, KASSON. nquestionably ; u.mf California has received an
additional Representative on the T account,

Mr. HUTCHINS, Then if we pass this law I'wonld like to ask the
gentleman who does this additiong] member represent, the DProperty
owners in California, or the Chinese 1]

Mr, KABSON, I think I shall have to leave the answor to that
fuestion, and remit it to my friend in charge of the bill when he
malkes the closing speech upon it, It is evident, Mr. Spealker, that
this population is there, It is equally evident that three-fourths of
this House are willing to stop its inerease by legislation undey the
treaty, Butmydemand is that tothing that we El-:nll do and no law
which we shall pass shall violate our sense of honor or even mmutul{
gnint. toward a violation of the letter or spirit of our treaties. T as

he advoeates of the bill in that sense and for the object I have stated
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to give their consent to modifications of this bill which would un-
dmﬁ)tmlly meet the sentiments and win the co-operation of both sides
of the House.

Now, sir, & word upon the spirit of the Chinese Government and
its friendly relations toward ns. It will Jjustify my demand for a
reasonable modifieation of this bill, while it tends to answer my
friend from Maryland, [Mr, McLaxE,] who spoke this morning. T
a8k the Clerk to read the first article of the treaty with China, to-
gother with the date, which I have marked,

The Clerk read as follows:

“Lreaty of peace, amity, and commerce botwesn the United States of Amerion and
the Ta-Tsing Empire, concluded June 18, 1858,

AnticLE I. There shall be, as theve have alwaya boon, peace and friendship he.
tweon the United States of America and the Ta-Tsing Emmim. amd betwean (hoir
people, reapectively. They shall not insult or oppross ench other for any trifling
canse, 80 as to produce an estrangoment between them ; and if any other nation
ahould act unjustly or nl;prm{vah-. the Tnited States will sxert 'I-hn{r good offices,
on being informed of the case, to bring nbont an amicabls arrangement of the
queation, thus showing their feiendly feglings,

Mr. KASSON. I will ask to submit and print with my remarks
some further provisions of that treaty which I will not stop now to
read, my peint being to show the character of the Chinese Govern-
ment in its relations with us. A few years ago we made a treat;
with great diffleulty with the Government of Great Britain , in which
we_introduced a clanse for arbitration between that povernment
and ours, and between all eivilized govornments, in lieu of war.
China long before that had itself adopted that prineiple to aveid war
and to secure a system of sottlement of all disputes by peaceful arbi-
tration. In another article of the treaty, the indest, I may say the
most Christian sentiments are nxpmm;i in reference to their rela-
tions to the United States. T refer to article 11,

All citizems of the Tnited States of America in China peacoably attending to
their affairs, being placed upon o comman t‘ont,tuf of amity and good will with the
auhjler.!-a of China, shall receive and o o for thomaslves and every thing appee-
taining to them the protection of the local authorities of governmont, who ahall
defend tham from all insult or iJJ.ll'ilr;' of any sort.  If their dwellings or property
be threatoned or attacked by mobs, incendiaries, or otler violeng or Inwless peT-
sons, the local officers, on requisition of the consnl, shall immediately dispatoh a
military force to disporse the rioters, apprehend the guilty individuals, and pun-
ish them with the ntmost rigor of the Taw.

Wae all know how they received Mr. Burlingame, and afterward
made him one of their own embassaders, More recently, when a
distinguished citizen of the United States was traveling in Ching
at a time when war was threatened between Ching and apan, the
confidence of China was still further expressed in this conntry and
people, as shown by the fact that they requested the intervention
of that distinguished gentleman [Genera Gmnt:} to bring ahout
peace between the Chinese Empire and Japan. [ eare not where
you go or where you search in the entire history of our intercowess
with China yon will find nothing but a strongly expressed desire to
retain the most kindly relations with and confidence in the Govern-
ment of the United States,

In this very treaty they stipulated not ﬂnli; onr rights but add if
they should afterward give to mg:i.he-r people or conntry additional
rights they should instantly, without further treaty execution, pass
to the citizens and Government of the United States, Always friendly,
to-day friendly, they now again yield at our request this great puin{,
which was a request only for the people of the Pacific coast,in its
fundamental character, urged by them rather than by the whole
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eountry. They yielded to that, and now we are asked, under these
elrewmstances, to stroteh their concession to the last point tolerated
by au adyerse construetion of the treaty and given against the inter-
est and feeling of China,

I, sir, am opposed to going to that extent.  Our commerce—if youn
will consider simply our material interests—demands of us to mani-
fest more friendly vespect for the Chiness Government.  Our ¢om-
meree has grown since our relations commenced from about twelve
or thirteen to thirty-three millions in the last year, and that, too,
mark you, Mr, Speaker, at a time when China is only yielding year
by year to the demands of eivilization and foreign commerce, ench
succeeding year making it more easy to yield than it was the preced-

Jng year. Already isvreported the commencement of railroads, whieh
they positively refused a few years ago to be allowed to be built 5
already building and manning their own steamships, which commu-
nieate between o]pnn ports and the interior; already opening up from
year to year markets for our eotton goods and our havdware and other
manufactures. If you will not yield to the principle of justice, fair-
ness, and right, yield then to the demands of your own commereial
Enhtaprcut as against your great rivals of the Old World, and be just to

ina,

Much, sir, has been said about the character of the Chinese, I
think mueh misapppreliension has existed, There is a low order of
Clinamen who are pagans (as the whole country has been called here
erroneonsly tﬂ-ﬂ&j";] and whe are idelators, and who ave not good cit-
izens, I nomore deny this than I deny that those white people who
went to John Bidwell’s plantation in ‘California and murdered five
Chinamen were low, had American eitizeris, I admit that there is a
large clasa of Chinamen who are not good elementsin onr population,
and ought to be excluded so far as we have the right to exclude them
under the powers given to onr Government,

But, sir, whatis ghinn as o government? Whatis the China which
we know by our treaties? Isthatpagan? No,sir, Isitidolatrous?
No, sir. The China that we know as a government, embracing a re-
ligion whose adherents are estimated ot lﬂﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ,ﬂﬁﬂ, is without an

+ idol. It adheres to the teachings of Confucius, who before the Chris-
tian era announced doctrines which to this day have the respect of
the civilized and the Christian world. Every official of China is
obliged to pass a civil-service examination, inelnding an examina-
tion in that moral code and system known as that of onfucing, be-
fore he can enter an office in China. Among those moral principles
was that which in another and more perfect form we bind close to
our hearts every Sunday. Itcharacterizesthe great system of Chris-
tianity and was w Illing}y incorporated by Chinain the twenty-ninth
article of the treaty of 1858, where she secures the rights of the
Christian religion and missionaries in China, becanse their faith is
to ““do unto others as they would have others do unto them.” Upon
that prinuiille. China has stood for nearly 3,000 years, as we have
stood upon it for 2,000 years. Let us stan upon it to-day in our leg-
islation touching the rights of a friendly nation,

That Government of China is the government with which we have

deal. After Confucins, who made a prediction that a new and a
betterreligion would come after him into China, and would come from
the west, after his period there was introduced into China from
India the religion of Buddha, which now embraces over half its
population, and which has fallen in successive generations so low
that it has become base material idolatry. In its origin it was

Courtesy of State Historical Society of lowa, Kasson, John, 22 March 1882



U.S. Rep. John Kasson (R-IA) Speech on Chinese
Immigration, March 22, 1882 (Pg.10)

1

spiritual, highly moral in toue and chavacter, but has degenerated
inte the wreteled idolatrons exercises of which we hear and read
to-daoy.

Whyiln I am on this snbject may I, withont wearying the Houss
add one other note from the history giveu us by the old doguments f
It was said by Confucius that later thers shonld come further light
and more truth, and that it shonld ecome from the West—that was
alout five hundred years before the birth of our Savienr—and the
history of China shows that the government sent out commissions in
the conrse of later generations to inquire of the new religions of
which they had heard. One of these reported of Buddhism, Yon
rend in your New Testament that at the birth of Chirist * three wise
men came from the East” in search of a new-born King, There is
more renson to believe that these wise men came from this mueli
abmsed empire than from auy other people, came in search of this
new light and new truth which their great illfl'llﬂ!lﬁlﬂml' and teacher,
Confucius, had predicted, and of which they were in search during
guecessive gmuw:ltinnn, a8 shown by their books of history.

No, sir; it is not a debased empire. Its higheranthorities ave the
peers of BEuropean and Americon statesmen,  When you speak of it
a4 a povernment, it is not & government acting upon low or harbarie
prineciples nnworthy of our commendation or respect,  There was a
famons house of American. merchants in Conton at the time of the
famons opinm war, Ah, do you remember, my colleagnes on this
floor, when you spenl of the comparative * Christianity ¥ of nations,
that while Clhina stood with all her worthless armament of battle,
but with all her moral power behind it to lma]ib her people from he-
coming debased and falling into the wretched opium dronkenness
which now characterizes the shops of San Franciseo, Canton, and
other cities; when she songht to prohibit the importation of opinm,
as temperanee men in this country are secking to prohibit drunken-
ness from liquors T Your  Christian” nation across the water it was
that sent her naval forees to compel China to break down that bar-
rier and admit Indian opinm, that the people of that empire might
continue in spite of their enlightened government to become beasts,
debased atthehand of her “most Christian* Majesty’s government.

At that time, at the close of that war, this American merchant,
whose name is known and honored—and I ma; speak it—Mr, Forbes,
handed a memorial to the representative of the imperial government
in the provinee, In that memorisl he alluded to the imperfeet mil-
itary system in China, and recommended to that government to send
torthe United States and obtain twenty, more or less, igrsulnﬂmﬂ of
West Point, and guns and ammunition and examples of military ar-
mament which should better defend the empire and show the way
that * Christian " nations made war upon éach other, that China
might nse similar means for her own defense,

The Chinese official indorsed it, referring it to the imperial gov-
ernment at Pekin, The answer came in about sixty days, and reads
aumcthin% like this, as was told me by 8 member of that mercantile
house: ““The imperial government, knowing the friendship of Mr.
Forbes for China, departs from its nsual costom of receiving such
papera in silence, and not only notifies him that it declines the
proposition but gives the rensoms why, The memorial proposes to
edueate this government in the art of war, War is barbarism and
belongs to a state of barbariam. China long yearsa ]:maaau:l that
gtage of her existence and has no deaive fo return to li;t?.'

There is your paganism; there is your idolatry; there is your de-
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hased country, which has been defamed on this floor! Sir, I RE,EIBII.I_
to gentlemen here to make the discriminations due from fair-minded
men, discriminations not founded on ecostumes, not founded on tlhe
way of wearing the hair, not founded on ignorance of our language
buf digeriminations based unpon better and higher principles and
facts than these paltry distinetions.

W have here representatives of that people who are orderly, who
are seeking education, who arve in responsible places, and who are
entitled torespect. On theother hand, you have bad classes who are
not entitled to respect, and against whom it is legitimate tolegislate.
Let us frame our bill in this spirit of uccnmpliahiug purposes admit-
ted to be just. Let us be careful that we do not forfeit the friend-
ship of o great empire, to be still greater in the future, when she shall
have aceepted more and more of the principles of progress that ani-
mate ns. Lot ustake care that we do not forfeit that friendship, that
we keep within the treaty, and assure that great government of the
honesty and good faith of this Government and of the people of the
United States, [;';Lp'[:lmmsa.]f

I now yield ten minutes of my time to the gentleman from Michi-
gan, [Mr, Lorp. ]

<
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H. Res. 683

In the House of Representatives, U. S.,
June I8, 2012,

Whereas many Chinese came to the United States in the

19th and 20th centuries, as did people from other eonn-

tries, in =earch of the opportunity to create a hetrer life;

Whereas the United States ratified the Burlingame Treaty on
Oetober 19, 1268, which permitted the free movement of
the Chinese people to, from, and within the United States
amd made China a “mest favored nation™;

Whereas in 1575, the Honse of Representatives passed a res-
olution requesting that President Rutherford B, Hayes
renegetiate the DBurlingame Treaty so Clongress conld

linit Chinese immmigration to the United States;

Whereas, on Febroary 22, 1879 the House of Representa
tives passed the Fifteen Passenger Bill, which only per-
mitted 15 Chinese passengers on any ship coming to the
United States;

Whereas, on March 1, 1879, President Hayes vetoed the Fif-
teen Passenger Bill as being ineompatible with the Buar-
lngame Treaty;

Whereas, on May 9, 1881, the TUnited States ratified the
Angell Treaty, which allowed the United States 1o sos-
pend, ot not prohibit, immigration of Chinese laborers,

declared that “Chinese laborers whe are noew in the
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5]
United States shall be allowed to go and come of their
own free will,”” and reaffirmed that Chinese persons pos-
sessed “all the rights, privileges, immunities, and exemp-
tions which are accorded to the citizens and subjects of

the most favored nation’;

Whereas the House of Representatives passed legislation that
adversely affected Chinese persons in the United States
and limited their eivil rights, including—

(1) on March 23, 1¢

hill, which excluded for 20 years skilled and unskilled

2, the first Chinese Hxclusion

Chinese laborers and expressly denied Chinese persons
alone the right to be naturalized as American citizens,
and which was opposed by President Chester A, Arthur
as incompatible with the terms and spirit of the Angell
Treaty;

(2) on April 17, 1882, intending to address Presi-
dent Arthur’s concerns, the House passed a new Chinese
Exclusion hill, which prohibited Chinese workers from en-
tering the United States for 10 years instead of 20, re-
gquired certain Chinese laborers already legally present in
the United States who later wished to reenter the United
States to obtain “certificates of return,” and prohibited
courts from naturalizing Chinese individuals;

(3) on May 3, 1884, an expansion of the Chinese
Exclusion Act, which applied it to all persons of Chinese
descent, “whether suhjects of China or any other foreign
power’’;

(4) on September 3, 1888, the Scott Act, which pro-
hibited legal Chinese laborers from reentering the United
States and cancelled all previously issued “certificates of
return,” and which was later determined by the Supreme

Court to have abrogated the Angell Treaty; and
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(5) on April 4, 1892, the Geary Act, which reauthor-
ized the Chinese Exclusion Aet for another ten years, de-
nied Chinese immigrants the right to be released on bail
upon application for a writ of habeas corpus, and con-
trary to customary legal standards regarding the pre-
sumption of innocence, authorized the deportation of Chi-
nese persons who could not produce a certificate of resi-
dence unless they could establish residence through the

testimony of “at least one credible white witness”;

Whereas in the 1894 Gresham-Yang Treaty, the Chinese gov-
ernment consented to a prohibition of Chinese immigra-
tion and the enforcement of the Geary Act in exchange
for readmission to the United States of Chinese persons

who were United States residents;

Whereas in 1898, the United States annexed Hawail, took
control of the Philippines, and excluded only the residents
of Chinese ancestry of these territories from entering the

United States mainland;

Whereas, on April 29, 1902, as the Geary Act was expiring,
Congress indefinitely extended all laws regulating and re-
stricting Chinese immigration and residence, to the ex-

tent consistent with Treaty commitments;

Whereas in 1904, after the Chinese government withdrew
from the Gresham-Yang Treaty, Congress permanently
extended, “‘without modification, limitation, or condi-
tion,” the prohibition on Chinese naturalization and im-
migration;

Whereas these Federal statutes enshrined in law the exclu-
sion of the Chinese from the democratic process and the

promise of American freedom;
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Whereas in an attempt to undermine the American-Chinese
alliance during World War II, enemy forces used the Chi-
nese exclusion legislation passed in Congress as evidence

of anti-Chinese attitudes in the United States:

Whereas in 1943, in furtherance of American war ohjectives,
at the urging of Presgident Franklin D. Roosevelt, Con-
eress repealed previously enacted legislation and per-

mitted Chinese persons to become United States citizens;

Whereag Chinese-Americans continue to play a significant

role in the success of the United States; and

Whereas the United States was founded on the principle that
all persons are created equal: Now, therefore, be it

Besolved,

SECTION 1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.

That the House of Representatives regrets the passage
of legislation that adversely affected people of Chinese origin
in the United States because of their ethnicity.

SEC, 2, DISCLAIMER.

Nothing in this resolution may be construed or relied on
to authorize or support any claim, including but not limited
to constitutionally based claims, claims for monetary com-

pensation or claims for equitable relief against the United
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)
States or any other party, or serve ag a settlement of any
claim against the United States.

Attest:

Clerk.
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