Timeline of Prohibition in Iowa
1882

1847

A few months after
statehood, Iowa passes
its first law restricting
alcohol. The law creates
a licensing policy where
voters in a township
authorized the county
commissioner to grant
liquor licenses.

1851
Iowa’s General
Assembly prohibits
“dram shops,” or
what would be
called a bar today.

Iowa Republicans
pass tough prohibition
laws. Groups who
support prohibition
include the Iowa
State Temperance
Association and
WCTU. In 1883 the law
is struck down by the
Iowa Supreme Court.

1855

Iowa Prohibition
law of 1855
bans alcohol but
contains a local
option.

1874

1896

1884
The national
Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union
(WCTU) is organized
in November. An Iowa
chapter is organized in
the same month. Iowan
Annie Wittenmyer
is the first national
president.

Another prohibition
law passes the Iowa
legislature, this time
with a “local option.” It
remains in effect until
1893. Each county’s
residents decide their
own liquor laws.

1973

1933
Billy Sunday of
Nevada, Iowa,
begins his ministry
and becomes a
prominent antialcohol speaker.

1915

1920

Iowa’s local
option is repealed
in 1915, and
a statewide
prohibition
law takes effect
January 1, 1916.

The Volstead
Act (national
prohibition) takes
effect following
ratification of the
18th amendment
by the states.

1899
Ida B. Wise
(later Smith)
is named Iowa
Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union
(WCTU) leader.

Iowa’s residents
vote to pass the 21st
amendment, which
repeals the 18th
amendment. Iowan Ida
B. Wise Smith is elected
president of the national
WCTU. Beer is legalized
nationally in March. In
Iowa a bill is passed that
legalizes beer in April.

1919

1920s

1934

Iowa passes the
amendment
to the U.S.
Constitution
in January
1919 that will
enact national
prohibition.

Liquor raids occur
across the state. In a
March 1929 raid in
Templeton, six homes
and two barns are raided.
State and federal agents
seize five stills, 100
gallons of rye whiskey
and 2,000 gallons of
mash.

The State of Iowa
assumes direct control
over the wholesale and
retail distribution of
all alcoholic beverages
except beer. The general
public is required to
obtain a special permit
from the Liquor Control
Commission and to
present a special booklet
to purchase liquor.

1944
First state
meeting of
Alcoholics
Anonymous.

1972
Iowa’s legal
drinking age is
lowered to 19
after decades
of being set at
age 21.

1963
Governor Harold
Hughes, a recovered
alcoholic, supports the
creation of the class
“C” liquor license.
Its enactment allows
businesses to sell
alcohol by the drink
for on-premises
consumption.

Iowa’s legal drinking
age drops to 18.
Businesses are allowed
to sell alcoholic
beverages on Sundays
by obtaining a permit.
Counties can prohibit
Sunday sales in their
jurisdictions, until this
local option is repealed
in 1977.

1982
Iowa’s first Mothers
Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) chapter is
established in Linn
County. Iowa passes a
stiffer drunk driving
law. It allows the
Iowa Department
of Transportation
to revoke a driver’s
license for impaired
driving.

1978

1981

Iowa’s legal
drinking age is
raised to 19.

Tap rooms are
created when Iowa
breweries are
allowed to obtain a
single class “B” beer
permit. The permit
allows holders to
sell beer at retail for
on- or off-premises
consumption.

2017

2010

1986

Iowa’s legal drinking
age is raised to 21. The
Iowa Beer and Liquor
Control Department
is renamed the Iowa
Alcoholic Beverages
Division (IABD).
Wholesale wine sales
are placed entirely
in the private sector.
The Iowa Wine and
Beer promotion board
is created to promote
Iowa-made wine and
beer.

1987

1985

207 state retail
liquor stores close
as 256 licensed
private liquor outlets
are established in
their market areas.
During a four-month
transition period,
state stores continue
to close and private
outlets open.

1989
Millstream Brewing
in Amana opens, and
local brewing returns
to Iowa. Iowa’s
monopoly on the
wholesale and retail
sale of wine ends.
New wholesale and
retail wine permits
are issued to qualified
applicants.

Brew pubs are
created when a
new special class
“A” beer permit
is created to
allow those who
manufacture beer
to sell it for for onsite consumption.

The Iowa Wine Growers
Association is established.

1997

1996
The Reciprocal
Shipment of Wines
law is enacted, which
allows Iowa native
wineries to ship wine
into other states with
reciprocal shipment
privilege laws.

Summerset
Winery opens in
Warren County.
It is the state’s
largest at the time,
with a 7.5 acre
vineyard.

A new permit for microdistilleries allows them to
sell their products for offsite consumption. A new
beer permit allows holders
to manufacture and sell
at wholesale high-alcohol
beer, with 5 to 12 percent
alcohol content. Wine
manufacturers can now
ship products directly to
Iowa consumers.

2003

2009

Iowa passes a law
to lower the legal
blood-alcohol
limit for drivers
from .10 to .08.

The class “C” native
wine permit was
created. It allows
native wineries
to sell their wine
for on-premises
consumption.

2012

Retailers are
granted the ability
to mix and store
cocktails that are
not for immediate
consumption,
known as
“infusing.”

2015
Convenience stores
and other retailers
holding a class “C”
beer permit are
allowed to fill, refill
and sell growlers
of beer for off-site
consumption.

A new law renames Iowa
micro-distilleries as
“native distilleries” and
expands their privileges
to match those extended
to breweries and wineries.
The IABD and Iowa
Department of Public
Safety reviews licensing
and other processes
to balance legal and
social responsibilities
that protect the public
along with the needs of
businesses, including their
ability to adapt to changing
markets and opportunities.

2016

2011
Convenience stores are
granted the ability to
sell liquor for off-site
consumption, leading
to a sudden increase in
the number of class “E”
liquor control license
holders and delivery
obligations for IABD.

Gov. Terry Branstad
orders the IABD and
the Iowa Economic
Development Authority
to review Iowa’s alcohol
laws. A working group
receives testimony during
a series of public forums
and submits a final report
with recommendations to
the legislature.

