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State Historical Museum of Iowa
The State Historical Museum of Iowa has been a trusted source for the preservation and 

education of Iowa’s history since its founding in 1857 – 
just 11 years after Iowa became a state.

More than 10,000 students and visitors from around the 
state visit the museum or participate in its educational 
programs every year. Visitors of all ages can explore a re-
created coal mine, imagine living inside a Native American 
wikiup, discover natural history and so much more.  

Please use this guide to assist with planning your class 
trip to the museum. We can’t wait to see you.

iowaculture.gov/history
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The State Historical Museum of Iowa’s field trip program is free and available year-round.  The self-guided visit 
is entirely facilitated by adult teachers and chaperones.  Please review the following visit guidelines before 
submitting field trip requests.

Group Size
 • 90 students maximum (excluding educators and chaperones)

 • One chaperone is required for every 8-10 students

 •  If you have a larger group ask us how you can split your visit between other cultural destinations in the 
area. 

Visit Length
 • Pre-K: 60 minutes

 • K–6 Grade: 60 - 90 minutes

 • 7-12 Grade: 90 - 120 minutes

 •  If adding a 30-minute lunch period, please do not exceed the recommended visit length. Lunches are 
scheduled on the online registration form.

Registration & Cancellation

To schedule your group visit to the State Historical Museum of Iowa, please submit the online visit request form 
(iowaculture.gov/history/education/field-trips).

All school and group visits must schedule at least two weeks in advance. All requests will be fulfilled on a 
first come, first served basis. Your visit is not considered booked until you receive a confirmation email from a 
museum team member. 

We understand that plans change. We will try to work with schools if 
the time or date of a visit needs to change, but we cannot guarantee 
availability. If a school must cancel its visit, please let the museum 
team know via email as soon as possible or at least seven days ahead 
of the originally scheduled visit so that we can notify other schools on 
the waiting list. 

The museum team reserves to right to cancel or reschedule any Field 
Trip due to inclement weather. 

Field Trip
Program Overview

 • Admission & Availability
 • Group Size & Visit Length
 • Chaperones
 • Registration & Cancellation
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Admission
Admission to the museum is complimentary for students, educators and chaperones.

The State Historical Museum of Iowa believes in helping Iowans learn about Iowa history. We strive to maintain free 
or low-cost educational opportunities for every student in the state.

Availability
The Field Trip Program is available Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., with the exception of official state 
holidays. 

Exhibits
For a list and information regarding the State Historical Museum’s current exhibits, please visit our website 
iowaculture.gov. 

Note:  The Hands-on History exhibit is not available for school field trips (Pre-K groups will be handled on a case by 
case basis).  However, students and chaperones are welcome to come back to the museum after their field trip to 
visit the Hands-on History exhibit with their friends and families.

Chaperones
Teachers and adult chaperones are responsible for supervising students at all times while in the museum. Attentive 
chaperones are vital to the success of your visit, and it’s the chaperones’ duty to demonstrate, encourage and 
enforce good behavior within the group. Please share the Information for Chaperones (Appendix B) that will 
arrive with your confirmation email so chaperones understand the museum rules and their role before the big day.

 • Chaperones are required for every visiting group 

 • Chaperones should put away cellphones in the exhibits unless there’s an emergency

The museum team reserves the right to change or cancel visits if schools arrive with insufficient chaperones. 

Lunch Break

Lunches at the museum will be scheduled in 30-minute blocks. Lunches must be scheduled in advance before your
school’s arrival. Due to space limitations, the lunch periods will be offered to groups on a first come, first served
basis.

Atrium (indoors)
Benches in the atrium will be designated for each school to store lunches, coolers, etc. This will also be your
student’s designated area for eating lunch. Please note, however, that students are not allowed to eat on the
staircase or benches. Due to space issues, students will eat lunches seated on the fl oor. There’s plenty of room.

Grand Terrace (outdoors)
The uncovered space is perfect for spring or fall days, although there is little to no shade. Enter the space from the
north side of the building, off of Grand Avenue. This is the only outdoor space available for eating. But, of course,
if the weather doesn’t cooperate – specifi cally, if it’s raining or too hot – we can make arrangements to move your
group into the atrium.
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State Historical 
Museum Rules

 • Student Behavior & Supervision
 • Food & Drink
 • Chaperones
 • Phones & Photography

Please remember that all group members are ambassadors for their organization and community. Therefore, 
reinforcing good behavior is encouraged and expected while visiting the museum.  

It is the responsibility of the teachers and chaperones to review the museum rules, to communicate them to 
the group, and to enforce the rules at all times during the visit. Please go over these rules with students before 
arriving and, as necessary, during the visit.

 •  Each chaperone is required to stay with his or her assigned group at all times. Likewise, all students must 
remain in groups with their assigned chaperones at all times.

 • Please walk through the exhibits and on the central staircase. Running is not allowed in the building.  

 • Please reserve the elevator for group members who have trouble with stairs.

 • Speak softly and respect other students, visitors and museum team members.

 • Food and drink is allowed only in designated lunch areas and not in the exhibits.

 • Please do not chew gum on the premises.

 • Do not touch any objects (including display cases), unless otherwise noted.

 •  Students may not wear backpacks or large bags while in the exhibits due to safety concerns. (Teachers and 
chaperones may bring backpacks if necessary.)

 •  Phones must be silenced in exhibit spaces and not used except to take an occasional photo. Flash 
photography is allowed unless otherwise noted.

 •  If students’ behavior disrupts the museum in any way, the museum team reserves the right to ask the group 
to sit out the rest of the visit.

 •  The “Hands-on History” exhibit is not available for school groups during field trips.  Please make sure 
students are aware of this rule and not entering the exhibit space.
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We recommend that you plan to arrive 5-10 minutes before your scheduled visit. This will allow time for the 
students to hang up or stow their coats and lunches, visit the restroom, and then re-assemble for the visit.  

Drop Off and Parking

Bus Drop Off  and Parking 
Buses can unload and load under the covered entrance at the Locust Street entrance. Afterward, buses should 
immediately exit the portico. The best location for bus parking is on Finkbine Drive, just west of the Capitol steps. 
This parking location is free. 

Car/Van Parking 
Free parking for cars and full-size vans is available in the Capitol Complex Parking Garage north of the museum. 
Garage entrances are available on Grand Avenue and Des Moines Street.

Metered parking on Locust Street and Grand Avenue is also available. 

 • Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 2-hour limit, $.60 per hour.

 • Saturday and Sunday: Free all day 

Check In
 •  Check in at the Information Desk. Check-in is required 

to know your group has arrived and to get an accurate 
number.

 •  A coat rack is usually located on the northeast corner 
of the first floor, but sometimes it gets placed in other 
corners of the atrium, depending on the day’s programs. 

 •  Before your group explores the exhibit, a museum team 
member will typically lead a brief orientation, with a quick 
review of the rules. But this may not always be possible, 
so teachers and chaperones should reinforce the rules 
before the visit. 

Settle In and Get Acclimated

The process of getting from your school to the museum can be hectic. Help your students settle in to their museum 
experience by allowing enough time for the students to get acclimated. Because the learning environment in the 
museum is different than in a classroom, students may need some time to adjust to the new setting.

Arrival at the 
Museum

 • Bus Drop Off
 • Parking
 • Check In

State Historical 
Building

Arriving from 
I-235

To I-235
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Iowa Core Standards
Iowa Core Standards (separated by exhibit). For detailed exhibit descriptions, please visit iowaculture.gov.

Delicate Balance 
History Geography Behavioral Sciences Earth and Space Sciences
SS.K–2.H.1, 3
SS.K–5.H.4
SS.3–5.H.6, 8
SS.6–12.H.1, 4, 6, 7

SS.K–5.G.3, 4
SS.6–12.G.2, 3
SS.6–8.G.4
SS.9–12.G.5

SS.K–2.BS.1 K–ESS3–3
4–ESS3–1
MS–3SS3–1, 3
HS–ESS3–1

Iowa and the Civil War
History Political Science-Civic Literary Behavioral Sciences Economics Geography
SS.K-5.H.1, 3, 4, 5
SS.K-2.H.2
SS.3-5.H.8
SS.6-12.H.1, 2, 4, 7, 8

SS.3-5.PSCL.1-2 SS.K-5.BS.1
SS.9-12.BS.2,5

SS.K-2.E.1, 5
SS.3-5.E.1

SS.K-12.G.2, 3

You Gotta Know the Territory 
History Political Science-Civic Literary Behavioral Sciences Economics Geography
SS.K-5.H.1,2,3,4,5,6
SS.6-12.H.1,4,6,7,8
SS.3-5.H.7, 8

SS.K-2.PSCL.2
SS.6-8.PSCL.2,4
SS.9-12.PSCL.3,4,5,6

SS.K-12.BS.1,2
SS.K-2.BS.3

SS.K-2.E.4,5
SS.9-12.E.6

SS.K-8.G.2,3,4
SS.9-12.G.2,3,5,6,7

Iowa History 101 (Opens 2016)
History Political Science-Civic Literary Behavioral Sciences Economics Geography
SS.K-5.H.1,3,4,5 ,6
SS.6-12.H.1,4,6,7,8
SS.3-5.H.7,8

SS.K-2.PSCL.2
SS.6-8.PSCL.2,4
SS.9-12.PSCL.3,4,5,6

SS.K-12.BS.1,2
SS.K-2.BS.3

SS.K-2.E.4,5
SS.9-12.E.6

SS.K-8.G.2,3,4 
SS.9-12.G.2,3,5,6,7

Hollywood in the Heartland
History Geography Economics 21st Century Skills
SS.K-5.H.1,4
SS.3-12.H.1,3,4,7,8

SS.K-12.BS.1,4
SS.9-12.BS.5

SS.K-2.E.5
SS.5-8.E.5

21.K-12.TL.5

Mammoth: Witness to Change
History Geography Science
SS.K-5.H.1,6,7
SS.6-8.H.1,6

SS.K-8.G.1, 4 MS-ESS2-3
HS-ESS2-7
HS-LS4-5

Riding Through History  
History Behavioral Sciences
SS.K–12.H.1, 4, 5, 6 SS.K–5.BS.1, 4

Appendix A
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Appendix B

Information for Chaperones
 
Dear Chaperone,

Thank you for choosing to visit the State Historical Museum of Iowa with your students. We’re so glad you can join the 
group to help teach younger generations about Iowa history. 

In order to have the best experience possible, keep in mind that it’s up to you to review the museum rules and 
communicate them to your group, through encouragement and enforcement as necessary.

Please remember that all group members are ambassadors for your organization and community. As an adult 
accompanying a field trip, you play an important role in the students’ experience. You will be called upon to help guide 
students throughout the museum and its exhibits, keeping them focused, and help them follow the rules.

We’ve found that the best way to do this is to be an active participant yourself. Ask the students open-ended questions 
about the exhibits. (“What do you think about ______?” “How do you think it happened?” “What would you do in a 
situation like that?”) Engage them in conversation. Demonstrate a curiosity to learn right alongside the students.

Museum Rules
 •  Each chaperone is required to stay with his or her assigned group at all times. All students must remain in 

groups with their assigned chaperone at all times.

 • Walk through exhibits and on the central staircase. Running is not allowed in the building.

 • Please reserve the elevator for those who have trouble with stairs.

 • Speak softly and respect other students, visitors and museum staff.

 • Food or drink is allowed in designated lunch areas but not in the exhibit spaces.

 • Please do not chew gum on the premises.

 • Do not touch any objects, including display cases, unless otherwise noted.

 •  Students may not wear backpacks or large bags while in the exhibits due to safety concerns. (Teachers and 
chaperones may bring backpacks if necessary.)

 •  Silence your phones in the exhibit spaces and don’t use them except to take an occasional photo. Flash 
photography is allowed.

 •  If students’ behavior disrupts the museum setting, the museum staff reserves the right to ask the group to sit out 
the rest of the tour.

 •  The “Hands-on History” exhibit is not available for school groups during field trips.  Please make sure students 
are aware of this rule and not entering the exhibit space.

Car/Van Parking  
 •  Free parking for cars and  full-size vans is available in the Capitol Complex Parking Garage north of the building. 

The garage entrances are located on Grand Avenue and Des Moines Street.

 •  Metered parking is available on Locust Street and Grand Avenue.

 •  Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 2-hour limit, $.60 per hour

 • Saturday-Sunday: Free all day

If you have any questions before or after your visit to the State Historical Museum of Iowa, please contact our 
Education Department at museum.education@iowa.gov or call the information desk at 515-725-2229. We look forward 
to seeing you!
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Appendix B

State Historical 
Building

Arriving from 
I-235

To I-235

Drop Off and Parking Map

   Car/Van Parking        Bus Drop Off        Bus Parking

If you have any questions before or after your visit to the State Historical Museum of Iowa, please contact our 
Education Department at museum.education@iowa.gov or call the information desk at 515-725-2229. 

State Historical Building | 600 E Locust St. | Des Moines, IA 50319
museum.education@iowa.gov | iowaculture.gov
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Appendix C

Information for Bus Drivers
Dear Bus Driver,
 
Thank you for helping transport students to the State Historical Museum of Iowa. We appreciate your important role 
in helping to educate younger generations about Iowa history. 

Directions
 • From I-235 take Exit 8B, turn south onto East Sixth Street. 

 • Continue south on East Sixth Street and turn left onto East Walnut Street. 

 • Drive one block on East Walnut to turn left onto East Seventh Street/Pennsylvania Avenue.

 • Turn left onto East Locust, and the museum entrance will be immediately on the right.  

 • Pull under the covered entrance to unload students at the main entrance.

All buses must enter the portico heading west on East Locust Street. 

Bus Drop Off  and Parking 
Buses can unload and load under the covered entrance at the Locust Street entrance. Afterward, buses should 
immediately exit the portico. Free parking is available on the east side of Finkbine Drive, west of the Capitol steps.

Car/Van Parking 
Free parking for cars and full-size vans is available in the Capitol Complex Parking Garage north of the museum. 
Garage entrances are available on Grand Avenue and Des Moines Street.

Metered parking on Locust Street and Grand Avenue is also available. 

 •  Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 2-hour limit, $.60 per hour.
 •  Saturday and Sunday: Free all day

During Your Visit
Once students have exited the bus and it is parked, feel free to visit the museum if you’re not required to sit with the 
vehicle.

Restrooms  
 •  The State Historical Museum has two restrooms located in the ground-floor atrium.  One restroom is located 

on each floor above.
 • If you park your bus on Finkbine Drive, the nearest restrooms are on the ground floor of the Capitol.

East Village Restaurants
 • Scenic Route Bakery, 350 E. Locust St.
 • The Village Bean Coffee Co., 305 E. Fifth St.
 • Cafe Barattas, State Historica Building, 3rd Floor
 • Tacopocalypse, 407 E. Fifth St.
 • Jimmy John’s, 422 E . Locust St.
 • Zombie Burger + Drink Lab, 300 E. Grand Ave.

If you have any questions before or after your visit to the State Historical Museum of Iowa, please contact our 
Education Department at museum.education@iowa.gov or call the information desk at 515-725-2229. 
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Appendix C

State Historical 
Building

Arriving from 
I-235

To I-235

Drop Off and Parking Map

   Car/Van Parking        Bus Drop Off        Bus Parking

If you have any questions before or after your visit to the State Historical Museum of Iowa, please contact our 
Education Department at museum.education@iowa.gov or call the information desk at 515-725-2229. 

State Historical Building | 600 E Locust St. | Des Moines, IA 50319
museum.education@iowa.gov | iowaculture.gov



Iowa’s environment is always changing. 
Some changes result from natural 
events, such as floods and tornados. 
Other changes are brought on by 
human activities, such as building roads 
or burning fossil fuels. 

  What things lived in Iowa before 
humans showed up? Are these 
creatures still around today?

  Look around the exhibit. What are 
some things the original settlers of 
Iowa and 20th century Iowans made 
from Iowa’s natural resources?  Do we 
still use those things today? How and 
where can you find these items in 
your home today?

  Step into the coal mine. How do you 
feel inside the space? Could you 
imagine working here? According to 
the information in the exhibit, are you 
old enough to work in a mine? Why do 
you think boys aged 10-15 worked in 
the mines?

  Why do you think water was so 
important to early settlers in Iowa? In 
what ways did Iowans use water to 
generate power and to change the 
landscape? 

  Do any of the native animals look 
familiar to you? Have you ever seen 
any of these animals in nature before?

About 10,000 years ago the climate 
here in Iowa warmed and the Ice Age 
ended. As the glaciers melted, the 
environment changed, and plants and 
animals adapted accordingly. New 
hunters, including humans, arrived and 
reduced the mammoth population, 
which eventually became extinct. 
Modern-day Iowans have discovered 
mammoth fossils — their teeth and 
bones — while digging up the ground 
on farms or construction sites.

  The Hebior Mammoth on display 
was found with its skull crushed and 
its bones in piles. Additionally, some 
of the bones have marks, and stone 
tools were found near the bone 
piles. What do you think happened? 

  Notice the size of the mammoth’s 
teeth. Why do you think that is?

  How do you think the environment 
the mammoth lived in was similar or 
different to ours today?

Political compromise about slavery led 
to conflict and violence. Americans’ 
differences divided churches, political 
parties and even families. Iowa showed 
strong support for the Union, enlisting 
more than 70,000 men, or about half 
of all eligible men between the ages of 
15 to 40. 

  By the 1860s, Iowa was no longer 
considered the frontier. What things 
do you think make an area 
considered “settled”? How do you 
think differently than those who 
lived in the 1860s?

  Split up your group. Find one soldier 
or battle in the exhibit, read the 
information, and then share the 
story with your group. For the 
soldiers: Who was he and why do we 
remember him? For the battles: Why 
and how did it begin and end?

  Do you think you could survive life in 
a Union camp? Why or why not?  
What things would you need to bring 
with you to survive? How are your 
choices different than what is in the 
exhibit?

  If you were unable to fight on the 
battlefield, how would you support 
the war effort from home?

Use the Discovery Guide as 
a conversation starter while 
enjoying the exhibits.  The 
questions serve as talking points 
to encourage critical thinking, 
provoke discussion, and nudge 
students to think beyond just the 
artifacts.

The Discovery Guide works best 
when questions are administered 
verbally to small groups.  
Although these questions can 
be used after the field trip, 
questioning within the exhibits 
allows more organic discussion 
and better use of the exhibit 
space to enhance the dialogue. 

Discovery Guide

Mammoth: Witness to Change

1st Floor 1st Floor 1st Floor

Delicate Balance Iowans and the Civil War

1st Floor 2nd Floor

Using the Discovery Guide

Museum Map

1 2 3

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



From 1838 to 1846, the area that 
became the state of Iowa was a territory 
inhabited by Native Americans and also 
by settlers trying to start a new life. It 
was a time of many changes. The Native 
Americans lived differently than the 
settlers, just like you live differently than 
your grandparents. 

  Consider how life might have been 
different for Native American children 
and European settlers of the same 
age. Do any of their toys or activities 
look similar to yours?  

  Imagine packing all your belongings 
into a Conestoga Wagon.  What things 
would you need to travel across the 
country in the 1840s?  What things 
would you want to take with you 
today? How is that different than early 
European settlers?

  Why was trading important to those 
living in the Iowa territory?  Look 
throughout the exhibit for items that 
would have been traded?  How did 
these things arrive in the new 
territory?

  Look at the chores Native Americans 
and European settlers had to do to 
survive. What do you think would have 
been the most difficult chore and why?  

Featuring nearly 100 objects from 
the State Historical Museum of 
Iowa’s storage vault, this exhibition 
showcases a variety of objects from the 
museum’s permanent collection that 
are in various stages of conservation 
treatment. 

  What do you think it means to 
conserve something? Why do you 
think conservation is important?

  What objects do you own that you 
would want saved for future 
generations? Why did you pick these 
objects?  Do you think they will need 
to be conserved to last?

  As shown by pieces in our exhibit, 
why is it better to leave some objects 
untouched? Do you think all objects 
need to be preserved?

  Why do you think museums want to 
protect their objects?  

From the silent films of the early 1900s 
to today’s blockbusters, Iowans have 
influenced what lights up the silver 
screen. Discover how film studios brought 
the work of  Iowa-born writers and actors 
to theaters across the country.

  What are some movies about Iowa and 
Iowan characters? Did the movies get it 
right? In general, how do you think 
Hollywood views Iowa?   

  Split up your group and find one actor 
or film with an Iowa connection. Read 
the information and then share it with 
the group.  In the case of the actors: 
Who is the actor and what have they 
done? (Make sure to mention the Iowa 
connection).  In the case of the movies: 
What is the movie about and how does 
it fit into Iowa history?

  Iowa has produced three Oscar-winning 
actors so far: Donna Reed, John Wayne 
and Cloris Leachman.  Pretend like you 
just won an Oscar of your own and give 
a short acceptance speech. Mention the 
people you’d like to thank and, perhaps, 
how Iowa has influenced your career.

  Why do you think opera houses and 
movie theaters are so important to 
Iowa’s past? Was the last movie theater 
you visited like the ones shown in the 
exhibit? How was it the same or 
different?

The stories of Iowans at home, work 
and play represent the complex and 
compelling history of the state. The 
representatives of Iowa’s citizens chose 
as the state’s motto: “Our liberties we 
prize and our rights we will maintain.” 
Learn about Iowa, explore the stories 
of Iowans of the past, and consider 
what you prize and wish to maintain.

  Look at the objects in the At Home 
section.  What objects do you have in 
your home?  How are the objects 
different or the same from what you 
use every day?

  Would you rather travel by the 
horse-drawn carriage or the 
automobile?  Why? 

  What do you think the main 
differences were for children 
growing up on the farm or in the 
city?  Why do you think their lives 
might be so different?

  Iowa’s state motto is “Our liberties 
we prize and our rights we will 
maintain.”  What do you think this 
means?  Why do you think this motto 
was chosen?  What motto would you 
develop for the state?

Opens Dec. 2016

Iowa History 101

Discovery Guide

Saving Our Stuff

2nd Floor

You Gotta Know the Territory

2nd Floor

Hollywood in the Heartland

2nd Floor

5 6 74



I O W A !

Crinoids Marionette 
Puppets

Commemorative 
Brass Drum

Bacon on a 
Stick Sign

Children’s Toys 
and Games

Chief Keokuk 
Portrait

Mammoth 
Tooth

Coal Mine 
Train Cart

Drive-In Movie 
Speakers

Grenville 
Dodge’s Hat

1990s Cell Phone Fort Atkinson 
Model Moccasins Curtiss Airplane Horse Collar

John Wayne’s 
Vest

Keystone Corn 
Planter

Mr. Pork Chop 
Apron

First Great Seal 
of Iowa

1897 Iowa State 
Fair Poster

Bowling Pin Jay “Ding” 
Darling Bust Kinetoscope Playing Cards Meskwaki 

Feasting Bowl

SHM01

Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history

I O W A !

1963 Ford 
Galaxie Hard Tack State University

Bicycle Jerseys
“Buckeye State” 

Steamboat
World War II War 

Bonds Poster

Solbrig Airplane Woman’s 
Swimming Suit

Superman 
Lunch Box

Civil War Medical 
Equipment

John Deere 
Bicycle

Moses Keokuk’s 
Club

Table Top
Radio

Mammoth
Tooth

Des Moines Coal 
Company Sign

Baseball Player 
Uniform

Jane Kirkwood’s 
Knitting Needles

Mr. Pork Chop 
Apron

Gen. Henry 
Atkinson Portrait Moccasins Des Moines 

Register Globe

Mill Stones Meryl Streep’s 
Bicycle

2nd Iowa 
Infantry Flag 
and Diorama

RAGBRAI 
Scrapbook

Butter Making 
Tools

SHM02

Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history



I O W A !

Transportable 
Field Desk 1900s Cell Phone Surveying Tools Table Top Radio Des Moines 

Register Globe

American Elk Movie Theater 
Soda Fountain Prosthetic Limbs Bacon on a 

Stick Sign Bank Notes

Dream of Arcadia 
Painting Baby Mammoth Fish Traps 2011 Teen 

Choice Award Hand Cannon

State University 
Bicycle Jerseys Bagahatuwitni 1897 Iowa State 

Fair Poster Curtiss Airplane Wagon Wheel

Music Man 
Band Uniform Dominoes John Deere 

Bicycle
Gov. Ansel Briggs 

Portrait Cow Bells

SHM03

Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history

I O W A !

RAGBRAI
Scrapbook

Iowa City 
Capitol Model

World War II
War Bonds Poster

Mammoth
Scapula

Woman’s 
Swimming Suit

“Is this Heaven?” 
Bumper Sticker

Iowa State 
Agricultural 

Society Goblet

Mr. Pork Chop 
Apron

Handcuffs and 
Billy Club

Chief Keokuk 
Portrait

Solbrig Airplane
Pioneer Coal 

Company 
Photograph

Drive-In Movie 
Speakers

Keystone Corn 
Planter Horse Collar

Homeopathic 
Medical Box

Des Moines 
Register Globe Crinoids Movie Theater 

Popcorn Box

John Brown’s 
Wood Practice 

Sword

Bacon on a 
Stick Sign

Antique 
Grandfather 

Clock

Grenville 
Dodge’s Hat Bowling Pin Fish Traps

SHM04

Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history



I O W A !

Coal Mine
Train Cart

John Wayne’s
Vest Playing Cards State University 

Bicycle Jerseys
First Great Seal 

of Iowa

Dream of Arcadia 
Painting Curtiss Airplane Jay “Ding” 

Darling Bust Kinetoscope Commemorative 
Brass Drum

John Deere 
Bicycle

Children’s Toys 
and Games Table Top Radio Mammoth 

Tooth
Woman’s 

Swimming Suit

1963 
Ford Galaxie

Civil War 
Medical 

Instruments

RAGBRAI
Scrapbook

Handcuffs and 
Billy Club Wagon Wheel

Des Moines 
Register Globe Crinoids Marionette 

Puppets Prosthetic Limbs Davenport 
Family Silver
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Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history
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Baseball Player 
Uniform

Small Hand 
Cannon

Mr. Pork Chop 
Apron

Fort Atkinson 
Model

1897 Iowa State 
Fair Poster

Solbrig Airplane Millstones Music Man
Band Uniform Hard Tack 1990s Cell Phone

Butter Making 
Tools

Dream of Arcadia 
Painting Baby Mammoth Des Monies Coal 

Company Sign
Superman
Lunch Box

2nd Iowa 
Infantry Flag 
and Diorama

John Deere
Bicycle

Homeopathic 
Medical Box

Chief Keokuk
Portrait

Des Moines 
Register Globe

American Elk Meryl Streep’s 
Bicycle Dominoes Bank Notes Buckeye State 

Steamboat
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Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history



Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history

Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history

I O W A !

Crinoids Marionette Puppets Brass Drum Bacon on a Stick Sign Children’s Toys/Games

Chief Keokuk Portrait Mammoth Tooth Coal Mine Train Cart Drive-In Speakers Grenville Dodge’s Hat

1990s Cell Phone Fort Atkinson Model Moccasins Curtiss Airplane Horse Collar

John Wayne’s Vest Keystone Corn Planter Mr. Pork Chop Apron First Great Seal of Iowa 1897 State Fair Poster

Bowling Pin Fish Traps 1963 Ford Galaxie Playing Cards Lightering Boat
SHM07

I O W A !

1963 Ford Galaxie Hard Tack Bicycle Jerseys Buckeye State Boat War Bonds Poster

Solbrig Airplane Woman’s Swimming Suit Superman Lunch Box Civil War Medical Box John Deere Bicycle

Moses Keokuk’s Club Table Top Radio Mammoth Tooth Coal Company Sign Ghost Player Uniform

Knitting Needles Mr. Pork Chop Apron Gen. Atkinson Portrait Moccasins Register Globe

Millstones Meryl Streep’s Bicycle 2nd Iowa Inf. Diorama RAGBRAI Scrapbook Butter Making Tools
SHM08



Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history

Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history

I O W A !

RAGBRAI Scrapbook Iowa City Capitol Model War Bonds Poster Mammoth Scapula Woman’s Swimming Suit

“Is this Heaven?” Sticker Agricultural Society Goblet Mr. Pork Chop Apron Handcuffs & Billy Club Chief Keokuk Portrait

Solbrig Airplane Pioneer Coal Co. Photo Drive-In Movie Speakers Keystone Corn Planter Horse Collar

Homeopathic Medical Box Register Globe Crinoids Popcorn Box Breniman Snare Drum

Bacon on a Stick Sign Grandfather Clock Grenville Dodge’s Hat Bowling Pin Fish Traps
SHM10
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Transportable Field Desk Bicycle Jerseys Surveying Tools Table Top Radio Register Globe

American Elk Theater Soda Fountain Breniman Snare Drum Bacon on a Stick Sign Bank Notes

Dream of Arcadia Baby Mammoth Fish Traps Teen Choice Award 234th IA Regimental Dog 

1990s Cell Phone Bagahatuwitni 1897 State Fair Poster Curtiss Airplane Wagon Wheel

Music Man Band Uniform Dominoes John Deere Bicycle Gov. Briggs Portrait Cow Bells
SHM09



Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history

Artifact Bingo
Search for these artifacts during 
your visit at the museum. Look 
high and low within the following 
exhibits:

• Atrium
• Delicate Balance
• Hollywood in the Heartland
• Iowa in the Civil War
• Riding Through History
• Saving Our Stuff
• You Gotta Know the Territory

Once the artifact is found, cross 
off the box and learn more 
about the object by reading the 
artifact labels.  Can you find all 
the artifacts and cross off all the 
boxes?

iowaculture.gov/history
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Baseball Player Uniform 234th IA Regimental Dog Mr. Pork Chop Apron Fort Atkinson Model 1897 State Fair Poster

Solbrig Airplane Millstones Music Man Band Uniform Hard Tack 1990s Cell Phone

Butter Making Tools Dream of Arcadia Painting Baby Mammoth American Elk Superman Lunch Box

2nd Iowa Inf. Diorama John Deere Bicycle Homeopathic Medical Box Chief Keokuk Portrait Register Globe

Coal Company Sign Meryl Streep’s Bicycle Dominoes Bank Notes Buckeye State Steamboat
SHM12
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Coal Mine Train Cart John Wayne’s Vest Playing Cards Bicycle Jerseys Children’s Toys/Games

Dream of Arcadia Painting Curtiss Airplane Bison Wizard of Oz Movie Poster Brass Drum

John Deere Bicycle First Great Seal of Iowa Table Top Radio Mammoth Tooth Women’s Swimming Suit

1963 Ford Galaxie Civil War Medical Box RAGBRAI Scrapbook Handcuffs and Billy Club Wagon Wheel

Register Globe Crinoids Marionette Puppets Transportable Field Desk Surveying Tools
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