
 
 

PAST GOVERNOR’S ARTS AWARDS  

2016 Recipients 

Excellence and Innovation in the Arts Award 

David Dahlquist 
David Dahlquist leads Iowa and much of the nation in building stronger communities through art as an artist and creative director for RDG Planning and 
Design. With more than 80 public art projects nationwide, he has helped raise awareness about art in public life by layering his designs with social, 
economic and environmental meaning. One of his most iconic examples is the spiraling framework he designed for the High Trestle Trail Bridge between 
Madrid and Woodward, which links a network of trails and draws more than 20,000 visitors every month. It’s been featured in the Wall Street Journal 
and named by the BBC as one of the top eight footbridges in the world. David’s projects have earned national recognition for telling the story of Iowa, 
from our roots in agriculture and railroads to our future in wind energy -- and he often uses new techniques to make that happen. He was an early 
adopter of digital glazing, for example, which involves firing computer images onto clay and glass, and his research helped other artists across the 
country. 

Collaboration and Partnership in the Arts Award 

Fort Dodge Community Foundation & United Way 
The Fort Dodge Community Foundation and United Way recognize how the arts play a key role in economic development by attracting new people to the 
community and encouraging current residents to stick around. The Community Foundation and United Way also understand how the arts boost 
educational programs by helping students sharpen their critical thinking, improve their problem-solving skills and grow into creative, productive and 
collaborative adults. 

Impact and Accessibility in the Arts Award 

ArtHaus 
ArtHaus has initiated a slew of innovative programs over the past two years, including a lecture series involving professors from Luther College, a sound-
sculpture park designed by the local composer Brooke Joyce and a local nonprofit called Spectrum Network, which serves folks with disabilities, an Earth 
Day celebration and a poetry slam with AmeriCorps volunteers. ArtHaus hosts free and low-cost events such as art fairs, gallery openings, concerts, date 
nights, family workshops, a youth apprenticeship program, and a variety of outreach activities that mobilize people to use the power of the arts for 
positive change. 

Arts Learning Leadership Award 

Turnaround Arts 
Turnaround Arts: Des Moines has used the arts to improve five schools on the city’s north side. Funded by the U.S. Department of Education, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, and a host of private and corporate donors, the program uses the arts to help turn around lower-performing schools, 
narrow the achievement gap and develop a stronger sense of community. The program’s leaders have brought in well-known local and national artists, 
including the Oscar-winning actor Forest Whitaker, to show kids and teachers alike new ways to integrate the arts into traditional subjects such as 
reading, science and math. With their hard work and creative energy, the Turnaround program is turning thousands of students toward a brighter future 
and a wider horizon. 

 

http://www.theculturebuzz.com/
http://www.iowaartscouncil.org/programs/iowa-arts-awards/www.asap-dsm.org
http://www.museums.iastate.edu/Staff.html


 
 

2014 Recipients 

Excellence and Innovation in the Arts Award 

make/break  
The Des Moines arts startup helps artists sell their work through “buy local” events like Market Day, a semiannual vintage craft and arts fair. The group 
also borrowed the community-supported agriculture, or CSA, model to sell shares of artwork distributed at pickup events throughout the year. 

Collaboration and Partnership in the Arts Award 

John Busbee  
The Des Moines actor, filmmaker, theater critic and radio host of “The Culture Buzz” on KFMG (99.1 FM) has worked with Iowa artists for more than 30 
years. He has collaborated on more than 75 musical and theatrical productions, archived interviews with more than 1,200 of his radio guests and pitched 
in on dozens of notable Iowa events and institutions, including the Ingersoll Dinner Theatre, the Iowa State Fair, the Wild Rose Film Festival, and I’ll Make 
Me a World in Iowa. 

Impact and Accessibility in the Arts Award 

Afterschool Arts Program 
An outgrowth of a program at St. John’s Lutheran Church in downtown Des Moines, ASAP offers hands-on programs in arts, music, theater and writing 
for local elementary students. The program fills in the gaps for students who don’t have access to many in-school arts programs or can’t afford to 
participate in their schools’ extracurricular programs. Since 2009, ASAP has also offered summer arts camps, funded in part from events like the three-
course tasting dinner set for Monday night at the Des Moines Social Club. 

Public Art Leadership Award 

Lynette Pohlman 
Lynette Pohlman, for public art leadership. Since 1980, the director of Iowa State University Museums has worked to catalog, conserve, interpret and 
commission artwork on every corner of the Ames campus. She has personally curated more than 600 exhibitions and has lent her expertise to public art 
projects and museums statewide. 

 

http://makebreak.us/
http://www.theculturebuzz.com/
http://www.iowaartscouncil.org/programs/iowa-arts-awards/www.asap-dsm.org
http://www.museums.iastate.edu/Staff.html
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