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Rachel Buse 
Rachel Buse of Des Moines makes sculptures and drawings depicting emotional perceptions of the human body, place 
and memory. Since 2012, she’s been developing a series of large temporary sculptures exploring what it would be like 
to walk around and approach an overwhelming feeling. Her installations have exhibited throughout Iowa and 
Nebraska. She participated in the 2015 Tough Art Residency at the Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh where she created 
an interactive sculpture for the museum.  

 

Matthew Drissell 
Matt Drissell utilizes a variety of styles, from traditional illusionistic representation to conceptual abstraction, to create 
visual art that addresses themes of sustainability. He has a MFA in Painting from New York Academy of Art and a BA 
from Wheaton College - Illinois. Drissell believes in making the visual arts an integral part of local communities serving 
on the local arts council and teaching classes. He is a certified art teacher and taught middle and high school art for five 
years in Milwaukee and St. Louis.  Drissell is currently an Associate Professor of Art at Dordt College in Sioux Center, 
Iowa where he lives with his wife Becky, two daughters, and son.  

 

Larassa Kabel 
Larassa Kabel of Des Moines is a visual artist who uses photorealistic drawings, paintings and prints to address issues 
of loss, fear, gender and feminism. Kabel’s work has been shown nationally in galleries and museums including the 
Des Moines Art Center, The MISSION Gallery, PEEL Gallery, Karolyn Sherwood Gallery, exhibit 101, Visions West, and 
Moberg Gallery. One of her paintings graced the 2012 White House Christmas card.   

 

Lisa Schlesinger 
Lisa Schlesinger is a playwright, writer and theatre activist. Her plays include the Celestial Bodies trilogy, The Bones of 
Danny Winston, and Rock Ends Ahead. A recipient of the NEA/TCG Playwrights Residency Award, the BBC International 
Playwriting Award, and a nominee for a USArtists Fellowship, her work is produced in the U.S. and internationally and 
published in American Theatre Magazine, Performing Arts Journal, Theatre Communications Group and the New York 
Times. Her plays are forthcoming from Broadway Plays and NoPassport. She is an affiliated artist with Sleeping Weazel 
in Boston and In Parenthesis in New York City. She teaches playwriting at the University of Iowa. 

 

Robert Stephens 
Rob Stephens, of Des Moines, is a printmaker who creates semi-autobiographical works using paint, silkscreen, comic 
book sequences, and monumental woodcut prints. His works employ a heavy gestural line and saturated color, often at 
odds with the themes and narratives depicted. From 2000-2014 he was a professor of art at Graceland University, 
teaching painting, printmaking, drawing and art history. He was a visiting artist at Mission Graphica in San Francisco, 
and has assisted in numerous print workshops across the country, including those at Frogman's Press and Tom Huck’s 
Evil Prints. His salacious tell-all comic features "Good Kid Rob," a neurotic alter-ego. His work is shown nationally and is 
represented by Moberg Gallery. 

http://rachelannbuse.com/
http://www.mattdrissell.com/
http://www.larassakabel.com/
http://theatre.uiowa.edu/people/lisa-schlesinger
http://www.goodkidrob.com/
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Lauren Alleyne 
Lauren Alleyne of Dubuque is a writer who was born and raised in Trinidad and Tobago. Her fiction, poetry and non-
fiction deal with the intersection of place, home, and belonging. Lauren’s work has been awarded numerous prizes 
and has been published in several journals and anthologies, including Crab Orchard Review, The Cimarron Review, 
Black Arts Quarterly, The Caribbean Writer, and The Belleview Literary Review. Her debut collection, Difficult Fruit, was 
published in February 2014 by Peepal Tree Press. 

 

Robert John Ford 
Robert John Ford of Des Moines is an award-winning playwright, composer and lyricist whose works have been 
produced throughout the country. His work has been featured in the New York Times, the Washington Post, TIME 
Magazine, CNN, CBS, ABC, and NPR. In June 2014, he will complete his two-year participation as a lyricist in the 
acclaimed BMI Musical Theatre Workshop in NYC. Ford will be launching a major new theatre endeavor in the fall of 
2014.  

 

Jordan Weber 
Jordan Weber of Des Moines is an art-activist/curator. Jordan’s work strives to speak for the underprivileged majority 
against the opulently ruling minority. Weber uses oil, acrylic, spray paint, concrete and neon in numerous bodies of 
work to shock viewers from apathy while perturbing routine life. His work has been purchased by private collectors in 
Torino, Verona, Sao Paulo, Shanghai, San Francisco, Brooklyn, Seattle, Kansas City, Des Moines, Minneapolis, Houston 
and Omaha. 

 

Kathranne Knight 
Kathranne Knight of Ames is a visual artist who makes delicate, complex, textilelike landscape drawings using repetition 
and straightforward rules of perspective. Her work has been shown nationally in galleries and museums including 
Mass MoCA, The Des Moines Art Center, The Danforth Museum, Carroll and Sons Gallery, Muriel Guepin Gallery, and 
Geoffrey Young Gallery. She was also published in New American Paintings #56, Northeast Edition. 

 

Christopher Ford 
Christopher Ford of Des Moines is a songwriter who writes, records, and performs music as Christopher the 
Conquered. Ford has played hundreds of shows internationally since 2006. This year, Ford will complete a fourth 
studio album in Memphis at the legendary Ardent Studios, release a live album recorded at Des Moines’ Salisbury 
House, and perform regionally and abroad, including a month-long tour of Italy at the end of 2014. 

 

http://www.laurenkalleyne.com/
http://www.robertjohnford.com/
http://jordanjweber.blogspot.com/
http://www.kathranneknight.com/
http://www.christophertheconquered.com/
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