
 
 

 
  

 

 

 
    

    
 

 
   

   

 

 
   

  
 

     
   

     
  

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

   
  

 
   

  

 

 
    

  

   
      

  
  

 

Current Artist Fellows
 
2016 Recipients 

Stephanie Brunia 
Stephanie Brunia is a photographer who lives and works in Oxford, Iowa. She uses the medium to explore desires and 
fears surrounding human connection. Brunia received a Master of Fine Arts with distinction from the University of New 
Mexico in 2012.  In 2007, she received a Bachelor of Fine Arts with honors and higher distinction from the University of 
Iowa.  She has exhibited at the Griffin Photography Museum, Rosalux Gallery, the Center for Fine Art Photography, and 
Rayko Photo Center and Musee d’Elysee in Lausanne, Switzerland.  In 2011, Brunia as one of three artists to be 
featured in the Des Moines Art Center’s annual Iowa Artists exhibition. 

Brent Holland 
Brent Holland of Des Moines is a visual artist who integrates digital and traditional media applications into paintings 
and drawings. Using both figurative representation and formal abstraction, he transforms elements of his daily life into 
works that range in size and content from miniature hyperrealist portraits to wall-size collages. His work is a response 
to his fascination with the visual diversity of his surroundings – from the details of the human body to cluttered studio 
spaces, architectural drawings, and urban graffiti walls. His artwork is exhibited widely, held in public and private 
collections and represented by Olson-Larsen Galleries.  Holland is currently an Associate Professor of Art and Visual 
Culture at Iowa State University. 
Jennifer Knox 
Jennifer L. Knox’s poems speak in voices that are often ignored in the elevated realm of poetry. Through diction and 
popular culture, she strives to surprise readers with epiphanies of inclusion. Her interest in voice led her to the 
technique of crowdsourcing poems, which offers an unprecedented opportunity to generate inclusionary narratives. 
Birds have always been a central theme in her work. Originally from Southern California, she received her 
undergraduate degree in English from the University of Iowa and her MFA in Creative Writing from New York University. 
She is the author of four books of poems. Her work has appeared numerous publications including in the New York 
Times, the New Yorker, and American Poetry Review. She currently lives in Ames and teaches at Iowa State University. 
Akwi Nji 
Akwi Nji is a performance artist who combines the raw edge of performance poetry with silky smooth elements of live 
creative storytelling. In her writing she explores race, gender, parenthood, and those mundane moments that, when 
given life on stage, become windows into universal truths about the human condition. Nji has performed at such 
venues as Chicago’s Green Mill and Martyrs’. Nji spent seven seasons writing and performing for SPT Theatre’s Tales 
from the Writers’ Room before founding The Hook, a non-profit organization whose mission is to provide local writers 
and artists with the opportunity to tell their community’s stories through artistic adaptions produced for the stage. Nji is 
the producer of The NewBo PoJam, the largest performance poetry and storytelling event in the Creative Corridor. 

Yun Shin 
Yun Shin of Orange City is a Korean artist who believes that the process of making is a way of reconstructing 
relationships and remembering home. Relying on family treasures for inspiration, she reinterprets them by engaging in 
the intense process with repetitive movement. Labor and time, the very process of making, which is hidden and 
invested within each object, become the significant part of her work.  She has exhibited her work at Woman Made 
Gallery, Chicago in 2014 and Pen and Brush, New York in 2015. She holds a MFA in studio art at the University of Texas 
and a BFA degree in craft and material studies from Virginia Commonwealth University.  She currently teaches painting, 
drawing, sculpture, and ceramics at Northwestern College as an assistant professor. 

http://www.stephaniebrunia.com/
http://www.studiohollandart.com/
http://www.jenniferlknox.com/
http://www.akwiwrites.com/
http://yun-shin.com/
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