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ENTER TO WIN 
Throughout the day, don’t forget to check out the Art 
Lounge, a space for you to view artwork, engage with 
Iowa artists and make your own piece of artwork to 
take home. As you visit each station, obtain a stamp 
in your official Art Lounge Passport. Passports will be 
collected at the end of the day and attendees who have 
completed the Art Lounge tour will be entered into a 
drawing for a 2016 #iowaarts prize package. 
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GET ENGAGED 
The 2016 Iowa Arts Summit brings together artists, filmmakers and entrepreneurs, non-profit professionals 
and community leaders for a day of networking, learning and celebrating the arts in Iowa. 

Experience dynamic breakout sessions featuring presentations by leading state and national voices in 
the arts. Hear from Iowa’s most creative minds and how they are transforming their organizations and 
communities. Experience pop-up art and live music by Iowa artists along with the presentation of the 2016 
Governor’s Arts Awards. 

This year’s summit features four tracks that group breakout sessions by content theme for artists, 
nonprofits, community leaders and film/media professionals. The sessions are color coded in the schedule to 
help you decide what to attend. Look for the following tracks throughout the program: 

2016 BREAKOUT SESSION TRACKS

  Artist Track, Room 316
  Nonprofit Track, Room 317
  Community Track, Room 308
  Film & Media Track, Room 318 

FILL UP YOUR ART LOUNGE PASSPORT 

Throughout the day, don’t forget to check out the Art Lounge, a space  
to view artwork, engage with Iowa artists and make your own piece of 
artwork to take home. As you visit each station, obtain a stamp in your 
official Art Lounge Passport. Passports will be collected at the end of 
the day and attendees who have completed the Art Lounge tour will be 
entered into a drawing for a 2016 #iowaarts prize package. 

KEEP IN TOUCH 

The registration materials contain a list of attendees of the 2016 Iowa Arts Summit. Stay in touch with your 
colleagues after the day ends and help keep Iowa’s arts network strong. 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION ONLINE 

iowaartscouncil iowaartscouncil iowaculture 

#iowaarts #iowaartssummit
 
iowaculture.gov/arts
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SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 2016 
Opening Reception, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
 
Hoyt Sherman Place, 1501 Woodland Ave., Des Moines
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 2016 
Iowa Arts Summit, 9:00 - 3:40 p.m.
 
Community Choice Credit Union Convention Center, 833 5th Ave., Des Moines
 

9:00 AM REGISTRATION & NETWORKING BREAKFAST 

9:50 AM WELCOME & ARTIST PERFORMANCE 

10:10 – 10:30 AM BREAK 

10:30 – 11:40 AM MORNING SESSIONS

 Sustaining Artist Communities, Room 316
   Time, Space and Engagement: Artist Residencies in Community, Room 317
   Creative Places: Public Art in Your Community, Room 308

 Hollywood Backstories with Andrew Steele, Room 318 

11:40 AM LUNCH 

12:10 PM GOVERNOR’S ARTS AWARDS & ARTIST PERFORMANCE 

12:40 – 1:00 PM BREAK 

1:00 – 2:10 PM MID-AFTERNOON SESSIONS

   Tools for Art Business Management, Room 316
 Fundraising. Not my Job!, Room 317 
Creative Placemaking: Bringing Arts & Culture to the Community Planning and 
Development Table, Room 308
 Legal Protections for Independent Filmmakers, Room 318 

2:10 – 2:30 PM BREAK 

2:30 – 3:40 PM AFTERNOON SESSIONS

 The Artist Spark, Room 316
 Flashes of Iowa Innovation, Room 317 
Creating Connection: Changing Social Norms, Exploring Public Values, and 
Leveraging the Power of Creative Expression, Room 308
 Building Community through Storytelling, Room 318 5 
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THE ART LOUNGE 
The Art Lounge provides opportunities for you to participate in creative activities throughout the day. 
View artwork by Iowa artists, create your own artwork, and enjoy refreshments and conversation with your 
colleagues. 

BEN SCHUH LIVE PAINTING 
Watch the creation of a painting by Des Moines artist Ben Schuh. Ben is known for 
creating work that evokes the very elements of Iowan culture and identity that make living 
here so unique and captivating. www.benschuh.com 

CONNECTING DISTANCE PROJECT 
Be a part of connecting distance. Conceived by artists Lauren Frances Evans of Iowa City 
and Christopher Willauer of New York City, the Connecting Distance project is a series of 
traveling workshops and collaborations that seeks to open up discussions of space and 
forms that exist between us all. www.connectingdistance.com 

GOOD KID ROB ZINES 
Browse through a selection of zines created by Des Moines artist Rob Stephens. Originally 
born of photo copy machines and punk rock, zines encourage readers to become culture 
creators as opposed to merely culture consumers. www.goodkidrob.com 

MO 
Test out the new MO app for mobile devices. What does MO mean? Motion, modality, 
more! Created by Indianola artist Mary Jones, MO is a digital art magazine best viewed 
on a tablet that showcases the work of artists using sound and motion in innovative and 
unexpected ways. www.MOiowa.com 

MOBERG GALLERY 
View a pop-up exhibit of artwork by Iowa artists presented by Moberg Gallery. Moberg 
Gallery represents over 50 regional and Iowa artists working in a variety of fine arts. 
www.moberggallery.com 

PORTRAIT STUDIO 
Have your portrait drawn by Portrait Studio including local artists Rachel Buse, Jen 
Leatherby, Levi Biel, Cat Rocketship, Tiffany Sinnott and Rob Stephens. Portrait Studio 
has drawn over one thousand Iowans since their first event in 2013. 
www.portraitstudioworkshop.com 

ROTTO GROTTO 
Create your own pocket shrine inspired by the Rotto Grotto project. Rotto Grotto is a public 
art project by Dubuque artist Becca Kacanda that seeks to educate and inspire the public 
about the unique tradition of grotto-making in the region. www.rottogrotto.com 
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FEATURED ARTISTS
 
DAMANI PHILIPS QUARTET 
The opening reception at Hoyt Sherman Place will feature the smooth sounds 
of the Damani Philips Quartet. Dr. Damani Philips of Iowa City currently serves 
as assistant professor of jazz studies and African-American studies at the 
University of Iowa. Phillips has taught and performed throughout the United 
States, England and Japan. He was the recipient of Iowa Arts Council Art Project 
Grants in 2011 and 2014. www.damaniphillips.com 

DES MOINES COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSE 
The morning program will feature selections from the musical Rock of Ages 
currently in production at the Des Moines Playhouse. The Des Moines Community 
Playhouse is a contemporary local theater that presents musicals, classic plays 
and a children’s theater series. The Des Moines Community Playhouse is part of 
the Iowa Arts Council’s Cultural Leadership Partner program. 
www.dmplayhouse.com 

AKWI NJI 
The lunch program will feature performances of Passages and On the Verge 
of Loss by Akwi Nji. Together these pieces explore themes of womanhood and 
motherhood and what it means to have and to also lose our children. Akwi 
Nji of Cedar Rapids is a performance artist who combines the raw edge of 
performance poetry with silky smooth elements of live creative storytelling. In 
her writing she explores race, gender, parenthood, and those mundane moments 
that, when given life on stage, become windows into universal truths about 
the human condition. She is a recipient of the 2016 Iowa Arts Council Artist 
Fellowship. www.akwiwrites.com 

YOUTH ART TEAM 
Experience The Butterfly Effect installation by Youth Art Team throughout the 
Iowa Arts Summit. Youth Art Team of Waterloo is an artist group of youth age 
5-18 who believe that art has the power to change people and places. The 
Butterfly Effect seeks to demonstrate that art has an immediate impact on 
community and can spur individuals to change their behaviors and inspire 
positive change in others. The installation has appeared in public spaces 
throughout the Waterloo-Cedar Falls area. Youth Art Team has been a recipient 
of Iowa Arts Council Art Project Grants in 2015, 2016 and 2017. 
www.youthartteam.com 

SYNERGY JAZZ 
Enjoy the music of Synergy Jazz throughout the Iowa Arts Summit. Synergy Jazz 
of Des Moines is a nonprofit organization that is committed to enriching the jazz 
arts community through education, performance and community collaboration. 
The organization has been the recipient of a number Iowa Arts Council Art 
Project Grants most recently in 2013 and 2015. www.synergyjazz.org 

8 

http:www.synergyjazz.org
http:www.youthartteam.com
http:www.akwiwrites.com
http:www.dmplayhouse.com
http:www.damaniphillips.com


        

 

 

 

FEATURED PRESENTERS
 
JAMIE BENNETT 
Executive Director, ArtPlace America 

Jamie Bennett is the executive director of ArtPlace America, a partnership among 16 
foundations, 8 federal agencies, and 6 financial institutions working to position art 
and culture as a core sector of community planning and development by investing 
in, researching, and supporting those who lead and execute creative placemaking 
projects. Previously, Jamie worked at the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, Columbia University, the Agnes Gund 
Foundation, The Museum of Modern Art and the New York Philharmonic.  
www.artplaceamerica.org  

DAVID BRIGHT 
President, Iowa Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts 

David Bright is an attorney with Simmons Perrine Moyer Bergman where he practices 
in areas of law including business, corporate, real estate, estate planning, probate, 
nonprofit/tax-exempt organizations, franchise and distribution, anti-trust and trade 
regulation, and mergers, acquisitions and divestitures. David has served on many 
community boards in Iowa City and Cedar Rapids, and also as an Adjunct Professor 
at the University of Iowa College of Law. He is a frequent public speaker on issues 
related to business formation, estate planning, art and museum law and nonprofit/ 
tax exempt organizations. www.ivla.org 

DAVID FRAHER 
President & CEO, Arts Midwest 

For the past 38 years, David J. Fraher has directed his creative skill to building 
and leading arts organizations and programs throughout the United States. He has 
been at the helm of Arts Midwest since 1985, guiding the organization as it delivers 
a diverse portfolio of programs, overseeing financial systems and operations, 
spearheading fundraising and new program development and leading strategic 
planning. www.artsmidwest.org 

LORI L. JACOBWITH 
Chief Fundraising Culture Changer & Master Storyteller 

Lori L. Jacobwith is a nationally-recognized master storyteller and fundraising 
culture change expert. Lori has delivered coaching and training sessions that have 
helped nonprofit organizations raise $300 million dollars from individual donors. 
Her proven strategies and tools teach staff and board members to share their 
stories powerfully and effectively to cause donors to give more. Lori holds a BA in 
Political Science and Speech Communications from the University of Minnesota, has 
additional training from Indiana University’s Fund Raising School and is a longtime 
member of the Association of Fundraising Professionals. 
www.ignitedfundraising.com 
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FEATURED PRESENTERS 
NOAH KEESECKER 
Program Director of Artist Development, Springboard for the Arts 

Noah Keesecker is a composer and multimedia artist. He has been a McKnight 
Fellow and a recipient of awards from the Jerome Foundation. He has been a Knight 
Foundation Fellow for Emerging Leaders, an Americans for the Arts Emerging Arts 
Leader liaison and serves on the Board of Minnesota Citizens for the Arts. He holds 
a Master of Music in Composition from the University of Minnesota. 
www.springboardforthearts.org 

BRAD KIK 
Board Member, Alliance on Artist Communities 

Brad Kik is the co-founder of Crosshatch Center for Art and Ecology in Michigan. 
Brad’s varied background—film study, activism, graphic design, community 
organizing, music, ecology and permaculture—plays a key role in directing 
Crosshatch’s work in the community. Brad also serves on the board of the Alliance of 
Artist Communities, who support and advocate for artist residency programs. He 
co-chairs the ecological residencies cohort for the Alliance of Artist Communities, 
and presents at their Emerging Programs Institute each year.  
www.artistcommunities.org 

SARAH PEARCE 
Managing Director, Sundance Institute 

Sarah Pearce, as Managing Director for Sundance Institute, oversees the 
implementation of the organization’s strategic plan, administration and program 
operations, including the annual Sundance Film Festival, Sundance Film Festival: 
London, Sundance NEXT FEST, Sundance Film Festival: Hong Kong and the Institute’s 
24 artist development labs. Pearce has guided the organization through a time 
of incredible growth with the addition of a virtual reality lab, regional day labs, 
international artist labs including its newest venture in Cuba, touring shorts 
programs and a variety of other public programs. Pearce works closely with 
Sundance Institute’s Utah Advisory Board, community leaders, state and local 
officials and government agencies at all levels to strengthen Sundance Institute’s 
role in the Utah community. www.sundance.org 

DOWNLOAD THE IOWA CULTURE APP 
Use the Iowa Culture app to find art across the state. From public art and murals, to art 
museums and performing art centers, the arts in Iowa are closer than you think. Download 
the Iowa Culture app from the Apple Store or Google Play Store, or use the desktop version 
to start exploring. iowaculture.gov 

2:06 PM 

List 

Featured Near MeExplore Favorites Search 
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FEATURED PRESENTERS
 

ANDREW STEELE 
Creative Director, Funny or Die 

Andrew Steele grew up in Iowa City and is a graduate of the University of Iowa. After 
collecting an impressive resume of minimum wage jobs and too many hours spent 
composing fake poetry and silly letters, he was asked to write on a cable television 
show for one month which lead to a 25-year career in television and film. Highlights 
include 13 years writing for Saturday Night Live, during which he won multiple 
Writers Guild Awards and an Emmy. He has also written and produced three movies, 
“The Ladies Man”, “Casa de mi Padre” and “Deadly Adoption” along with several 
TV shows, the most recent being The Spoils of Babylon and The Spoils Before Dying 
for the IFC network. He currently serves as the creative director of Funny or Die, a 
comedy website and production company started by his friends, Judd Apatow, Adam 
McKay and Will Ferrell. www.funnyordie.com 

ELA TROYANO 
Artist and Consultant, Creative Capital 

Ela Troyano is an interdisciplinary filmmaker born in Cuba and based in New York 
City. She is a consultant for Creative Capital’s Professional Development Program, 
where she also designed and leads a program of workshops for Spanish-speaking 
artists. Her films include the award winning “Carmelita Tropicana Your Kunst Is Your 
Waffen” (Your Art is Your Weapon), the cult feature “Latin Boys Go To Hell” and the 
PBS documentary “La Lupe Queen of Latin Soul”. Select honors include a writing 
lab at Sundance with Gabriel Garcia Marquez and funding from Creative Capital, 
Ford Foundation, New York State Council on the Arts, Latino Public Broadcasting, 
the Independent Television Service, a Theo Westenberger Award and a United States 
Artists Rockefeller Fellowship. www.creative-capital.org 

KIRSTIN WIEGMANN 
Consultant and Program Director, Forecast Public Art 

Kirstin Wiegmann expands Forecast’s reach supporting communities and artists in 
realizing their public art dreams through grants, technical assistance, capacity-
building trainings and one-on-one support. Wiegmann leads Forecast’s Education 
initiative focusing on deepening educational opportunities for educators and 
teaching artists to increase public art learning in classroom settings. She provides 
guidance and resources with a focus on convening conversations, facilitating 
evaluative feedback and developing interactive, educational approaches for learning 
about public art. www.forecastpublicart.org 
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SCHEDULE 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 2016 

5:00 - 7:00 PM OPENING RECEPTION 

Join the Iowa Arts Council for a casual opening reception on stage at the magnificent Hoyt Sherman Place in 
Des Moines’ historic Sherman Hill neighborhood. Experience music by Iowa artists, enjoy food and beverages 
and network with fellow summit attendees while experiencing the historic ambiance and stunning art 
galleries of this iconic home. 

Artist Performance 
Damani Philips Quartet 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 2016 

9:00 AM REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST 

Registration General Session Room and Art Lounge 
All Iowa Arts Summit participants should check in to pick up registration materials and name badges. 
Registration is located at the west entrance of the Community Choice Credit Union Convention Center. 
See map on page 6 for registration location. 

Breakfast General Session Room and Art Lounge 
Enjoy breakfast and conversation with colleagues during the networking breakfast. Pick out sessions for the 
day and stop by the Art Lounge to begin filling up your passport. 

9:50 AM WELCOME & ARTIST PERFORMANCE 

Welcome 
Mary Cownie, Director, Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs 
Matt Harris, Administrator, Iowa Arts Council 

General Session Room 

Artist Performance General Session Room 
The Iowa Arts Council is pleased to feature the cast from the Des Moines Community Playhouse performing 
selections from the musical “Rock of Ages.” 

10:10 - 10:30 AM BREAK 

Take an art break in the Art Lounge. Enjoy refreshments while you browse artworks on display, have your 
portrait drawn, and create your own artwork. Fill your passport with a stamp from each station that you visit. 
Attendees with full passports will be entered into a drawing at the end of the day for a chance to win a 2016 
#iowaarts prize package. 
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10:30 - 11:40 AM BREAKOUT SESSIONS
 

Sustaining Artist Networks Room 316 
Noah Keesecker 
Program Director of Artist Development, Springboard for the Arts 

Artist Track 

Building a sustainable career as an artist is a balancing act that can be made easier with a strong support 
group of professionals. Learn about toolkits available to artists that support everything from financial 
management to working in community development, find out how to develop and utilize a strong network to 
apply these toolkits to your career and hear about real work methods for sustaining artists groups in and 
outside of your local communities. 

Time, Space and Engagement: Artist Residencies in Community Room 317 
Brad Kik 
Board Member, Alliance on Artist Communities 

Nonprofit Track 

As places deeply dedicated to the process, not the product of art-making, artist residencies have a 
unique role to play in the ecosystem of support services for artists. Far from the cliched model of a gated 
studio on the hill, with town and gown problems, the rapidly expanding network of artist residencies are 
inventing brave new models for community engagement. Brad Kik of the Alliance of Artist Communities and 
Crosshatch Center for Art and Ecology will lead a two-part presentation—first on the basics of embedding 
a residency program in your institution (or just starting one from scratch) and then on the many ways 
residencies can facilitate exchange with the larger community. 

Creative Places: Public Art in Your Community Room 308 
Kirstin Wiegmann 
Consultant and Program Director, Forecast Public Art 

Community Track 

Public art manifests itself in the public sphere in many ways—from site specific projects that directly 
engage with the physical nature of a site to artworks that find a home after they’re created, to projects that 
are deeply rooted in the people, history and context of a specific place. Projects can be momentary or long 
lasting, monumental or intimate. Public art is powerful in its ability to shape human experience—through 
a place, through other people, and through ideas. This session will offer an overview of the pioneering work 
of Forecast Public Art. In addition to its international magazine, Public Art Review and statewide grant 
program for artists, Forecast partners across sectors and promotes best practices for working with artists. 
Kirstin Wiegmann will engage attendees in an inspiring dialogue and offer resources vital to any successful 
public art program. 

Hollywood Backstories with Andrew Steele Room 318 
Andrew Steele 
Creative Director, Funny or Die 

Film & Media Track 

Andrew Steele grew up in Iowa City, graduated from the University of Iowa and wrote himself to a successful 
25-year career in television and film. Currently he is the Creative Director of Funny or Die, a comedy website 
and production company started by his friends Judd Apatow, Adam McKay and Will Ferrell. Through an 
informal Q&A session, we’ll find out the path he traveled from Iowa to Hollywood, share a few laughs, and 
hear what he’s learned along the way. 

13 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

11:40 AM LUNCH
 

Lunch General Session Room and Art Lounge 

Enjoy a lunch buffet with colleagues during the networking lunch. Share highlights from your sessions and 
stop by the Art Lounge to complete your passport. 

12:10 PM GOVERNOR’S ARTS AWARDS & ARTIST PERFORMANCE 

Governor’s Arts Awards General Session Room 

The Iowa Arts Council is pleased to present the 2016 Governor’s Arts Awards. Nominations were received 
from across the state to recognize and honor individuals, organizations and businesses in Iowa who have 
had a significant impact on the vitality of the arts in Iowa. Awards are presented in the following categories: 
� Excellence and Innovation in the Arts 
� Collaboration and Partnership in the Arts 
� Impact and Accessibility in the Arts 
� Arts Learning Leadership 

Artist Performance General Session Room 

The Iowa Arts Council is pleased to feature Iowa Artist Fellow Akwi Nji performing “Passages” and “On the 
Verge of Loss.” 

12:40 - 1:00 PM BREAK 

Take an art break in the Art Lounge. Enjoy refreshments while you browse artworks on display, have your 
portrait drawn, and create your own artwork. Fill your passport with a stamp from each station that you visit. 
Attendees with full passports will be entered into a drawing at the end of the day for a chance to win a 2016 
#iowaarts prize package. 

THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT 
One goal of the Youth Art Team Urban Intervention project is 
to instill in the young artists who create this fluid work of art 
the knowledge that their actions have the power to alter the 
dynamics of the community. This project models the butterfly 
effect, a term describing the potential for one small change in a 
condition to affect a large and complex system. The installation 
is demonstrating that art has an immediate impact but can 
also spur people on to do something new themselves. The 
Youth Art Team believes this one small change could make a 
big difference in our complex community – maybe in ways we 
cannot even predict. youthartteam.com/butterfly-effect 
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1:00 - 2:10 PM BREAKOUT SESSIONS
 

Tools for Art Business Management Room 316 
Ela Troyano 
Artist and Consultant, Creative Capital 

Artist Track 

Learn the essential components of managing your artistic practice, including managing relationships, hiring 
employees, contracts, negotiation, budgeting, cash flow, time management, space organization, marketing 
and business etiquette. 

Fundraising. Not My Job! Room 317 
Lori L. Jacobwith 
Chief Fundraising Culture Changer & Master Storyteller 

Nonprofit Track 

Asking for money is something most people simply don’t want to do. So, between board and staff whose 
job is it to do the tasks that lead to getting more gifts from individuals? This session is designed to dispel 
some myths about the differences between fundraising and development. This is a high-energy, interactive 
session that will help you and your team identify ways to provide your board members, donors and staff with 
clear direction and guidance, even training, about how to participate in helping raise awareness and dollars 
so it feels rewarding and an integral part of their role. You’ll leave this session with concrete tools and 
techniques that will result in raising more money from individuals. 

Creative Placemaking: Bringing Arts and Culture to the Community Planning Room 308 
and Development Table 
Jamie Bennett 
Executive Director, ArtPlace America 

Community Track 

Jamie Bennett is the Executive Director of ArtPlace America. To date, ArtPlace has invested $85 million in 
233 projects across 155 communities of all sizes in which artists and arts organizations are working with 
their neighbors to help shape their communities’ social, physical, and economic futures.  Jamie will share 
both the philosophy of this approach, as well as real world examples of what this looks like in practice. 

Legal Protections for Independent Filmmakers Room 318 
David Bright 
President, Iowa Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts 

Film & Media Track 

Navigating the legal requirements of filmmaking can be tricky. Learn about how Iowa Volunteer Lawyers for 
the Arts can assist by providing legal services and technical expertise to filmmakers in Iowa. David Bright, 
President of Iowa Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts, will address legal considerations for filmmakers, what to 
look for in filmmaking contracts and will leave plenty of time for Q & A. Bring your questions and concerns 
about how to cover all your legal bases when making film and media productions in Iowa. 

2:10 - 2:30 PM BREAK 

Take an art break in the Art Lounge. Enjoy refreshments and fill your passport with a stamp from each 
station that you visit. Attendees with full passports will be entered into a drawing at the end of the 
day for a chance to win a 2016 #iowaarts prize package. 15 



 
  

 
 

  

 

  

 

  

2:30 - 3:40 PM BREAKOUT SESSIONS
 

The Artist Spark Room 316 
Artist Track 

Art does not happen without artists. The Artist Spark will feature the excellent and innovative work being 
done by artists across Iowa. This session will highlight selected artists who will have up to 3 minutes each 
to share their vision, idea or project with the session audience. 

Flashes of Iowa Innovation Room 317 
Nonprofit Track 

Find the pulse of the arts in Iowa! Flashes of Iowa Innovation will present innovative and exciting ideas 
for the arts in the state. This session will highlight selected presenters from Iowa organizations and 
communities who will have up to 3 minutes each to share their idea, initiative or story with the session 
audience. 

Creating Connection: Changing Social Norms, Exploring Public Values, Room 308 
and Leveraging the Power of Creative Expression 
David Fraher 
President & CEO, Arts Midwest 

Community Track 

National research and experiments in real time are revealing new approaches to communications and 
engagement that can help align your messaging with existing public values, broaden and diversify your 
audiences and shape your programs to respond to changing public expectations and desires. Learn more 
about the data behind the social change movement, Creating Connection, and access strategies and 
resources you can take back to your organization to help you map your organization’s relationship to four 
core public values: growth, voice, well-being, and happiness. 

Building Community through Storytelling Room 318 
Sarah Pearce 
Managing Director, Sundance Institute 

Film & Media Track 

As a champion and curator of independent stories for the stage and screen, the Sundance Institute provides 
and preserves space for artists in film, theatre, film composing and digital media to create and thrive. 
Sarah Pearce, Managing Director of Sundance Institute, will share with us Robert Redford’s vision for the 
Institute he founded in 1981 and talk about how the wide variety of public and artist development programs 
create community around independent storytelling. This informal session is perfect for community leaders 
interested in film festivals and event management and for filmmakers/artists looking for more professional 
development opportunities. 
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2:30 - 3:40 PM   BREAKOUT SESSIONS

The Artist Spark Room 316
Artist Track

Art does not happen without artists. The Artist Spark will feature the excellent and innovative work being 
done by artists across Iowa. This session will highlight selected artists who will have up to 3 minutes each 
to share their vision, idea or project with the session audience.

Flashes of Iowa Innovation Room 317
Nonprofit Track

Find the pulse of the arts in Iowa! Flashes of Iowa Innovation will present innovative and exciting ideas 
for the arts in the state. This session will highlight selected presenters from Iowa organizations and 
communities who will have up to 3 minutes each to share their idea, initiative or story with the session 
audience.

Creating Connection: Changing Social Norms, Exploring Public Values, Room 308
and Leveraging the Power of Creative Expression
David Fraher
President & CEO, Arts Midwest

Community Track

National research and experiments in real time are revealing new approaches to communications and 
engagement that can help align your messaging with existing public values, broaden and diversify your 
audiences and shape your programs to respond to changing public expectations and desires. Learn more 
about the data behind the social change movement, Creating Connection, and access strategies and 
resources you can take back to your organization to help you map your organization’s relationship to four 
core public values: growth, voice, well-being, and happiness.

Building Community through Storytelling Room 318
Sarah Pearce
Managing Director, Sundance Institute

Film & Media Track

As a champion and curator of independent stories for the stage and screen, the Sundance Institute provides 
and preserves space for artists in film, theatre, film composing and digital media to create and thrive. 
Sarah Pearce, Managing Director of Sundance Institute, will share with us Robert Redford’s vision for the 
Institute he founded in 1981 and talk about how the wide variety of public and artist development programs 
create community around independent storytelling. This informal session is perfect for community leaders 
interested in film festivals and event management and for filmmakers/artists looking for more professional 
development opportunities.

 
  

 
 

  

 

  

 

  

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS 
The Iowa Arts Council would like to thank our sponsors and partners for making the 2016 Iowa Arts Summit 
a success. 

IOWA GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY
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THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS 
The Iowa Arts Council would like to thank our sponsors and partners for making the 2016 Iowa Arts Summit 
a success. 

Iowa Volunteer 

Lawyers for the Arts
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ABOUT THE IOWA ARTS COUNCIL 
The Iowa Arts Council, a division of the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs, empowers Iowa to build and 
sustain culturally vibrant communities by cultivating creativity, learning and participation in the arts. 

Established in 1967, the Iowa Arts Council serves as Iowa’s state arts agency and works in partnership with 
the National Endowment for the Arts to build the capacity of Iowa’s arts ecosystem. The Iowa Arts Council 
strives to create opportunities for the arts to flourish in Iowa by nurturing cultural leadership and investing in 
projects that provide access to arts experiences in communities and public spaces throughout Iowa. 

IOWA ARTS COUNCIL STAFF 
� Matthew Harris, Administrator 
� Veronica O’Hern, Grant Services & Artist Programs Manager 
� Joseph Piearson, Sustainability Programs & Data Strategies Manager 
� Liesl Voges, Community Development Manager 
� Alexandra Holmblad, Special Programs Intern 
� Evelyn Tomer, Data & Process Coordinator 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS STAFF 
The Iowa Arts Council thanks the following Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs staff for their support of the 

2016 Iowa Arts Summit. 

� Mary Cownie, Director 
� Chris Kramer, Deputy Director 
� Liz Gilman, Executive Producer, Produce Iowa 
� Peri Montufar, Facility Rental & DCA Events Coordinator 
� Candice Revita, Events and Customer Service Coordinator 
� Michael Morain, Communications Manager 
� Abby Friedmeyer, Graphic Designer & Web Coordinator 
� Jeff Morgan, Public Information Officer 
� Kevin Elbert, Digital Marketing Coordinator 

IOWA ARTS COUNCIL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
� Janine Calsbeek (Orange City) � Braden Falline (Spencer) � Frances Parrott (Ames) 
� Heidi Dalal (Marshalltown) � Kent Hartwig (Des Moines) � Ken Sidey (Greenfield) 
� Carmen Darland (Eldridge) � Evan Hilsabeck (Coralville) � Terri Steinke (Urbandale) 
� Brittany Deal (Waterloo) � Randall Lengeling (Dubuque) � Lori Topp (Hubbard) 
� Paul Dennison (Mount Pleasant) � Sean O’Harrow (Wellman) � Lisa Walsh (Burlington) 

ABOUT PRODUCE IOWA 
Launched in 2013, Produce Iowa is the official State Office of Media Production within the Iowa Department 
of Cultural Affairs. Its mission is to promote and facilitate media production in the state in order to develop 
a more sustainable creative economy in Iowa. Produce Iowa helps to connect the media producer’s wants 
and needs to the resources and solutions in our state. In partnership with the Iowa Arts Council, Produce 
Iowa introduced this year’s inaugural Film Track to the Iowa Arts Summit. Learn more about Produce Iowa at 
iowaculture.gov/media and check out its latest collaboration with the Iowa Arts Council, The Film Lounge, a 
new series produced by Iowa Public Television showcasing short, independent films by Iowa artists. 
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For more information on the Iowa Arts Council, visit iowaculture.gov 

http:iowaculture.gov



